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An exploring method of degenerate area in an intra-voxel tensor field
for neural pathway visualization
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Abstract

In this paper, we propose new degenerate tensor discriminants to determine the position of fiber crossing points in human
brain white matter. The tensor elements obtained from DT-MRI acquisition were used to calculate the discriminants. We
employed the relationship between solutions and coefficients of the second differentiated characteristic equation. We
verified our proposal method by synthetic tensor and DT-MRI data. Our proposal method has an effect on reducing
computation time to obtain the degenerate points.
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DT >V MATIIERANTRT
BT Y NMATHID BB SN D ER N7 X % F|
JH L Ttractography [3]”7¢ & MR ARHE R % fiE 3~ 5 T
EMRER SN TS, RHOBEAEEZ L &5 EX(Q2)
RO ORE TR A R

FA) =2 -2 +CA-C3=0 ()

DT-MRI OARIZKEF 28 AW\ TiX, Moseley
S[414%, WEORMN O RIFHEIREE P TE L, BT
XS E S EREAICHEA SN D L 5o 72 [H i,
5]. ¥£7-, DT-MRI [N O R R 22 & Sk
D2 LRARETH D0, FHEIAICK L CEE O
MRI CTiEELNLVWar v T A MEEXDZ LN
BETH H[6].

EFELIIERI I BN T, PRRLHRAE & s, b
BESREOMBRERZ L ERICIBR L2V ENWH HE
EnbHD. b OIEMRIERBROEL, BED
B FANIC L 2 REEZERKT 51X 0 T, Wik
HEDPRARIZ K DIEE), KRR OREHIER Y, B
M, BERMPTICRE RG2S,

DX RREERDTD, KL 10EHE Y OMIC
DT-MRI 7 — & % F W = itttk o rIRALIZ VD < Dy
DT IN—TNEY A TS, Pierpaoli H[7]i%, MRI
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#HL L7z, Kinkdlmann 5[8]i%, RVYVa—AhLFY
VN KO MIRERAE A I S R AR L. £,
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&z, —75, Zhang 5[12] 1%, CAVE BREZIZENT
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% B & e oD B PR 23 (R B (2 72 B (crossing-fiber
problem)[16]. ZAux EF, A7, Btk ICHRBRHEN AL
$E DALEIZISVNT, partial volume effect[17]1C & W ik
BRERA 7L L O AEER-REZREELCLE
5 Z EIZHEER LTWD. “crossing-fiber problem” (Z-2
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Z R T 2 AR BRAME TR O BN I 3R] 520 70 50 RS 2
DL BB LIRS O E6) N NI L 72 5.

TS OfFPRTTIEIZIE, multiple intravoxel fibers [14]
X° High Angular Resolution Diffusion-Tensor MRI
(HARD-MRI) [15]72 ERRE S ATV D03, MhfRsiE
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3. 1. 1 Fractional Anisotropy (FA)

—fIZ, DT-MRI 7 —# » LiEf Ok 2R b7
1 & L C, Fractional Anisotropy (FA), Relative Anisotropy
(RA)18] 72 ERBREINTWBN, A TIT LY —i%
WZEGE CHLHNLNTWD FA ZH0 EiIF%. FA
BEAEAITIET v Y VOBEHESREIT, 3 DD
BEAMHE(L1, A2, APDUELTFTORGITEVEHLT
W5[18]. FAERREWIZERFMEER L, FAED 0
DG EIITFE T HEDOIHEL TH D Z & &R T
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M+ +A
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-85 TH D L Newton EEZ AW (EAEXT
JVITEH L),

3. 1. 2 RIETFUVILERF
Zheng S, T2 Y ABOBLEEED 12D D5
F& LT FICARTR@) &2 #R_E L72[19].
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WD3(T)DFEFEE LTRE) ZRE L.
D3(T)=Q*P> —4RP’ - 40’ +18POR-27R* (5)
T, PO, RIZLLTO#MY TH5D.
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REFA L CEOZEmN D RFMEIREFEETD.

F'"(A)=61-2P=0 (7)
FO=0 L35 .%1EB<L, QLW X®)ZEE
%. (8)% DA(T) & ME5.

Fuﬁ=(%3—P%2+Q%—R)=—5%P3+%QP—R(8)

BB, KMTEROES T Y BT 2 B EHCHFR
T3 THY, EEMEIZIEOFEETHS.
PUFIZ 1 AR 7 BT 5 LI IR R O Tt & &
R
(i) DA(T)ZHEHT 5
(i) PEBE RS D
(i) 7 — & R F TG E MY KT

KOWZBWT, DA(T) > 072 51T v VDK
HEEE EAEEIELVEZRD. bbb, 7
VUit {b L, ZHiR{b,S(Planar anisotropy)& 72 5.
F 72, DA(T) < 0 72 HIiER@)EE [EAMHE & e/ E A
EAELWEZ O, BILA TlE7 < Linear
anisotropy & L CHUW 4K 5. Figure 1 IZZNZENDHA
BT DT Y VOIEE O %7~ L7-. Linear
anisotropy (XHEHLD F 51 & 28 U, #RERARHE ST 17) 2 Hi HY
THZEIFHEND. —J, T VAN EHRMEA
FTEEBM LR E 22D X O G EITE, IEERIE
LTCW5 YD E LT planar F 7213 sphere (isotropic) 72 i
MR (E723ER) BRTRBLIND.

Linear anisotropy ~ Planar anisotropy
F(L)XF(Ay)<0 F(L)XF(Lp)=0

Sphere anisotropy
F(L J=F(Av)

Figure 1  tensor anisotropy

F— A NOETASIC BT TR X (1) & (i) 26 0
T (FheZ (i) .

3.2 2 =Z&ERIETUVILERF

3.1.21Z7R L7z Zheng & O FiE TR LA —HiR b
RTH ZHEIMEATHR@DOMEIZ 0 L7220, —HEIBL
BTHINZEHBEATH D0DORXBIB RN, %
ZC, AT, ULF O ZHiBMEEBI T DS(DE RS
T5.

DS(T) = (4 =4) + (A=A +(4=4)"  (9)

HITH(6) DR E HNTR(0)D L S ITFIRTE 5.

DS(T)=2P*-60 (10)
DS(X 3 >OEAMNETELWVEEDHRO LD,
ZDZEND, DyNE DS(NEMAEDLEDLZ LIk
DD LI RN FREL 72D
KONFR (T DR L R OBEREZRIAT 5 Fikickk
RTFEFINESWEHETHY, XS EXO)EMAGD
B5HZETRMERICBT DT Y NOWEEERET S

ZLENABEE D,

Dy(1)=0 7> DS(T)=0 : = HiR{b

(11)
F@ Dy(T)=0 7> DS(T)#0 : —EiR{sS

4, EE&

4.1 EBT—4

4.1.1 EETVVILE

Figure 2 IZEBRIZH W BT Y NVGHOA A=V %
7~9°. Figure 2 O2KEZER(X, ¥, Z)B L ORA 0 %X
WCRTEDICEDD. FE OIXZ DR BADFLNT
HHLDOETDH. T, R BVTERILESNTZD
DEL, 1HUOKREEITL &95. ER7BNMITEIT
LT UYNE, RO BT, B, Rtk OMRERE
DR T BN 2 FHFE RN S L b0 TH 5.
Figure 2 FOFR 7 H/LNOMAKIE, BAEOKE
SEBERT MOF\EXBEL TS, JFA 0IZAL
BT AEAEOHZBREL T A LD E L.

Figure 2 A synthesized tensor field for
experimental use

Table 1 I2%T > VIVOEAE, HKEAHEOERL
X7 M, FAEZRLT-.

Table 1 Tensor properties

coordinate eigen value emax(xy.z)

FA
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.000
0.839
0.839
0.839
0839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
0.839
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Figure 3 Results of calculation for degeneracy

4.1.2 DT-MRI 7—%

AWF7ETHW=F — %1%, GE MR Scanner 3.0 Tesla
FRHWTIREB I, A A=V TRT A= FLF
DBV TH5: data size of 240mmx240mmx2.5mm, 60
slices, acquisition matrix of 256x256, and 5=800 s/mm’.
WIEE, EEE G4 mBME) XL T, 17 r—24
oy ha{gIAThbhI.

4.2 EBAE

¥ 3 EIR LI REFIEL KOBFFIEICONT,
BT v I NEB L DEMRI 7 —# I BT 5Bk iE
IR BT AR 2 BRI BE S K OVAT RS SR & PLig L7z,
FRREIIUL T OB Th 5.

CPU ; Intel® Pentium® 4 processor 3.60GHz

RAM ; 1.00GB

OS ; Windows XP Professional ver. 2002

o, BT U YABIZENTE, HRART LR
N’ 3El (—0% No&E) L, A7 Lo 8 HEATER
ENBETUIADLUTOXRAD)ERANT, &7
IV 5y % P48 L 7= (tri-linear interpolation) .

3 T
T:Z?l(l_PiP)(l_qiq)(l_Vir) (12)
i=1
ERizBWT, THIXESNLE @, qi, ri)lCB T 57 Y
WS OETH Y, TIEARZ BN E@p, 9, )
B BMEERT. 12721, pi, qi, ri ITFHRZEMICBNT

ENENOLTFOHMTER SN TN D HDETD.

—1<p; <1, -1<g; <1, -1<r <1 (13)

BACFFEREIRY, SEmE AW TR b L (5.1.2
ilZRd).

5 HRLER
5.1 FTE&EE

Table 2 Results of calculation for degeneracy

resolution FA D3(T) DA(T) DS(T)

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

16 0.015 0.0 0.0 0.0

32 0.115 0.0 0.0 0.0
64 0.921 0.015 0.031 0.015
128 7.203 0.075 0.234 0.078
256 57.17 0.543 1.787 0.643
512 457.6 417 13.86 5.018
1024 3,663 32.81 110.2 39.75

unit: [second]

5 1.1 &FTVVILE

R g (R 7 & L4 % ) N=8(512) ~
N=1,024(1,073,741,824)D354H O 5 R % Table 2 5
& W' Figure 3 |Z777". Table 2, Figure 3 (2T, &
Normal, D3(T), DA(T), DS(T){Z % Z + [E A 1l 5y fiF

(3.1.1 ), BfbAERNF (3.1.2 IH), F(A)D kMK
RO AR OBREFAT 2 FiE (32.1 1H), =
R bR T (2 322 H) 2 WA FEICHHIGET 5.
70%, Table2 H 0.0 1XI VLA FCTHD Z L &2RT.
Figure 3 TR 1024 (2351F % Normal OfE %MD
FER A I U CTHRO TR E W28, FHxFRY 72l 2 18
RORNNH D TZOFHE L CTUev (Table 2 ([ZHfET
RLT).

Table 2, Figure3 LV, FHEBEIZIW TXEAHRE
T2 ThNEH DX EERESRE AV EGE LT
B LT DIT)RCIETIEEZHAWD Z EICHL MR HH
ME2BH 5. BAE, DI-MRI ICBWTEICHW ST
DIRBEEIT 256 X256 X 60 FREE T 5. fRIGEE 256712
BT, normal & MOTFIEZ LT 5 & 50~100 {52
FEOFHFEEOM ERRAEND.

F 72, NIEIC X D MRI 7 — Z #lifl O A b 5% < 47
bR TWBHI 2T 20]. D=0, fREER FICHED
FEa2 MIBOBEFEIIRE S R ENTHESH,
FOEECHMICAEE T 2R TERESILE L S
5.

5. 1.2 DT-MRI ¥—%4

R BSEF N=1 (256X256X157) DOEEHDHE
JFE S % Table3 |29, £HOF S 5.1.1 THIRT
LOLFEEETHS.

Table 3 Results of calculation for degeneracy for DTI
resolution FA D3(T) DA(T) DS(T)
256%256%156| 4.256 1.322 1.122 1.135
unit: [second]

Table 3 £V, BEHESHEEHOCIEGE &KL T,
D3(T)RCIRETIEITR L% 4 (SREEFHHEEMNELS, A7
HMED RS T, F72, D3(T)& DS(T)iL DT-MRI 7 —
ZIZBWCIRIERZEOHEEE CH Y, EllFT—XIZ
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BT D3MEY L DS(ZEHWD Z & OF RN
Fanr-.

5. 2 A[fRIL#ER
5.2.1 BETVVILE
R IS EIE N=8(512) D ¥4 O 1 1 5 R &
Figure 4 |Z779. K@)~ (d)iE, LA 15 i
(3.1.1 31), BbAFAT (3.1.2 ), F(A)D KM
RO LR OBREFAT A FE (32.13H), =
MR T (2 3.221H) WD FEICRIGT
2. BUEIXEEmOMER LTS, Figure2 ODET
By ((1<X<0,-1<Y<0,-1<Z2<0) OEEUIGT
BEG DI E R LTz, KA ENFER 0 THY,
BT > Y VRELE STV 5.

(a) FA: 0.22 (b) D3(T) : 0.01

(c)DA(T): -0.01 (d)DS(T) : 0.10

Figure 4 Visualization of degeneracy-isosurface

Figure 4 LV IETILETH D ()&%, ¥4Iy
T LYDENZZEHIL, FAE L FREOEE 2 RS =
ENGD . (b) DI(T)IEMM ORI & g 520 & 7R
L, BMLEEZTRTZEORFHTEDILDEEZD
Nni-. F7z, ©@©DAMIFFAFI v L UBRIERFIC
WNEL, ERTL2HEIIMREERT 27 8 ATTEFEE
W LT E D TRBMIEL R 5.

5. 2. 2 DT-MRI 7—%4

AT B IAER N=1(256 X256 X 60)0D 3554 D3 Fi
K% FigureS [T, BRNIMRFHEDO AT A A TH
5. KH(@)~(d) & FEORISIL 521 HEFETH 5.
K(a)ix FA D~ v B2 7 %€ LTS, IR,
JMRRZIER T FA AR E L 2o TWnd. Ziudsi
BMHEODAIZL D2 DD TH D, WHT —XITBW X
D3(T) =0 OFEIRITHEE SR o72. 22T, M) 1
D3(T) = -0.01 Offi%x FAfHICER T~y 7 Lch

(c) DA(T)

(d) DS(T)

Figure5 degeneracy visualization of DT-MRI data
DTHDH. EIRAE EMME (TR OTE L
TRNERSY) WA L, BIGHEIELIS O sk A i L
TWBDN15. K(c) 1 DA(T) <0 Oz~ v &
Y7 LTebDTHD. JRAE EMELSOHSIZEL
DAL TNDZ ENaNDR, B (E5) Loav
FTANEWITLME, ERAIBELUIZAT Iy
L VDOWENMIE L 725, KiE(d) DS(T) = 0~0.01
OFHOMEE FA EICHER T~y BV 7 LEebDTH
2. X (b) & thik U CTIMEERRS & Z OJE 2 12T IEfELC
ST D. IREEHRSORIHIEROb) E RRETHD.

6. F&H

BALT > ViR ORGSR, BEE R S
LAVHEEEDORE SITHE. LNLARRS, Z0
ISR A E L TCHM<. T7hbb, “HRMEAICE
W, i KEAE &5 A EA R CEZR & 1 Figurel
IZB DIEHOFET-1X, planar 720, PEEGRILA &
LCalikd & fic7ed. LoLens, H_EHAa1MH
L f5 NEA 3 CA 72 © 1, 515 0RE T-1% anisotropy
LRy, MRRMEERNCRIH I A R&E LD L LTH
VbR TSR bR, ZOWmE EZFRBTE 20
VD I, HERHED crossing-fiber problem (D
FHREEICRIHTERWZ L 2ERT 5. #o T, MR
BAEDIRREZ R T 2 ERICB VT, b7 v vl
BFNERZFFODIT DT 0 DBEDOHRTHY,
DA(T) & DS(T)DFMAR ZFIHT 5 FENBED & 2
AEHEEZD.

F7, K TIIEAEOTIFIZ Newton 1E%E W
B, BRIFE VRO BVEAESIE & Ok E 1T
IMEENG B . F T, BUER R O IRARHEB IR X
T UV NVOBRREREORT iAW A R —A
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FALCEBRERBI b TV, TDH, &
O EEZREAE N7 DVREFE, b LIEENIED
DT M OREFIEORH D BE THDHEEZD.
E5IZ, DA(MME DS(TDFAF v 7 L PDkE
IEEH ELERAROBETH 5.

E

A% RS HITHT- 0, rRRRRMEIC BT L T &
TERT AL 2 &L EWE LT 5L ER R K
SRR SR U R RS WA 1L A R R
L EFET. F7=, T V0 MRIRSB OFEE L i
RERMET SWE LA TERKZIMR R R
MR L B £, Ao —Eix, STHBEE
AR R B ABE G T (B)17700293) OHE
EZITTCHEBENTELOTHD.
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