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Pointing Methods for Graphic Application and Their Evaluation

Yoshiyuki NISHINAKA, Yoshihiro TSUJINO and Nobuki TOKURA
Faculty of Engineering Science, Osaka University

1-1, Machikaneyama, Toyonaka, Osaka, 560 JAPAN

As interactive computer systems become popular, the study about pointing devices come to
be important. We have studied about the efficiency of pointing methods — a combination of a pointing
device and its controlling software. One of our observation is that the pointing efficiency is worse on
a model of smaller target size.

In this report, we proposed a new pointing method —— Brake Type Method — to decrease the
error rate. In this method, we try to make pointing easier by controlling the movement of mouse-cursor
adequately. And we made an experiment for its evaluation, and made the same experiment with a digitizer
( a popular pointing device for graphics ). Then it is concluded that Brake Type Method we proposed is
effective enough to decrease the error rate without losing other aspects of pointing efficiency.
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