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AN EXPERIMENTAL COMPARISON OF
JAPANESE TEXT ENTRY METHODS

Tzumi Kimura
Tokyo Institute of Technology, Department of Information Science

2-12-1 Ookayama, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 152, Japan

Three subjects practiced different keyboard arrangements for Japanese text entry. Each subject spent
approximately 100 hours. All keystroke timings were recorded. The arrangements were: (1) SKY by Shiratori et
al., (2) DASYS by Fujitsu, and (3) JIS (Japanese Industrial Standard) katakana arrangement with a modified home
position, The experimental environment was so chosen to simulate a relaxed real work situation. The
excercises for memorizing the arrangement of the keys were done by a special method developed by Masuda. This
helped separate the key arrangement issue from the creation of the keystroke chunks. The experiment, a
preliminary analysis of the results, and the future plans are described.
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