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Analysis of Text Reading Styles

based on the Readability Measure for Japanese Text

Yoko ASANO and Katsuhiko OGAWA
NTT Human Interface Laboratories
1-2356 Take Yokosuka-shi, Kanagawa 238-03 JAPAN

This paper proposes a method for identifying reading styles based on the relationship between reading
time and a Japanese text readability measure. The readability measure for Japanese text, called
RGV(Reading Grade Value), defined by the authors can be used to measure the difficulty of passages
based on school grade levels. The results of a VDT text reading experiment indicate that a few reading
styles such as normal, skip and resigned readings can be identified based on differences in reading time
variance patterns according to RGV.
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