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ClearBoard: Designing a Seamless Medium for Shared Drawing

Minoru Kobayashi, Hiroshi Ishii
NTT Human Interface Laboratories
1-2356 Take, Yokosuka-Shi, Kanagawa, 238-03, Japan

This paper presents a new shared drawing medium named ClearBoard. In existing systems
which support shared drawing activities, the space for collaboration is divided into two images,
a image of shared drawing space and of face-to-face conversation space. In order to integrate
these two images seamlessly, we devised the metaphor of ClearBoard: “talking through and
drawing on a transparent glass window.” The design requirements for implementing and the
design of the first prototype based on Drafter-Mirror architecture are described. Some findings

gained through the experimental use of the prototype, including the important feature of “gaze
awareness”, are also reported.
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