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‘Basic Study on Constructing Sign Word Processor
| Matsﬁmoto Takashi “Kamata Kazuo

Department of Informatlon Science, Faculty of Engmeenng,
Utsunomiya Umversmy
2357 Ishii-machi Utsunomiya, 321 Japan

Many of hearing impaired people'us‘e signed language as the primary means of communication in daily
life, while hearing people use spoken language. The‘rea.lization of system, that translates sign language
into spoken language and vice versa, makes communication between hearing impaired people and hearing
ones smooth. In this paper, basic investigation of constructing “Sign Word Processor” that transforms
a Japanese Kana sentence into a sequence of Japanese sign words is described. We use a Kana-Kanji
translation systein called “Wnn” in & part of Japanese analysis and certain processing. We bring up
issues to be solved which occur in using “Wnn” and give some approaches to finding their solutions. We,

furthermore, describe processing techniques for selecting an appropriate sign word among candidates and
for non-entry words in Japanese-Sign translation dictionary. )
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