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A DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL SYSTEM WITH A
DYNAMIC GENERATOR OF ABSTRACTS

Kazuo SUMITA Etsuo ITOH Seiji MIIKE Kimihito TAKEDA

Research and Development Center, Toshiba Corp.
Komukai~Toshiba~cho, Saiwai-ku, Kawasaki 210, Japan

We have developed a document retrieval system which generates an abstract
from a retrieved document and dynamically controls its length. By generating an
abstract automatically, the system enables the user to read the document efficiently.
The system extracts a document structure which represents hierarchical relations
between sections as well as rhetorical relations between sentences. Based on the
extracted structure, it can generate an abstract in various length according to the
user’s instructions. Currently, the developed document retrieval system works on

UNIX-based engineering workstations.
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