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Applying video game technology to desktop meeting systems
Chikara Yoshida Hideyuki Nakanishi
Toshikazu Nishimura Toru Ishida

Department of Information Science, Kyoto University

We have developed a desktop meeting environment Free Walk, which supports casual
meetings in a 3-D network common. To develop a useful system for public communication,
it is important to make the system work efficiently in a widely-used environment so that
the system can be evaluated through social experiments.

There already exists such a technology for 3-D spaces, i.e., a video-game technology.
Video games always run fast enough on widely used machines. In FreeWalk, we realize a
sufficient performance by merging video game and desktop meeting technologies especially
in human interfaces and picture handling.
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