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Is The Pen Mightier Than The Keyboard? —Various Text Input Methods—
Toshiyuki MASUI

Sony Computer Science Laboratory Inc.

masui@csl.sony.co.jp

Owing to advances of hardware technologies for small computers, various pen-based computers are
now available in the market. Although pen computers are handy and allow direct manipulation, pen
computing has not yet taken off, partly because of the lack of fast and easy text input methods.

In this presentation, we introduce various techniques and systems for entering texts on pen computers,
as well as introduce our new text input technique called “POBox,” where texts are not composed by
entering characters one by one, but by selecting words from a menu of candidates created by filtering
the dictionary and predicting based on context.



