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Abstract

We often get thousands of URLs by sending a query to a WWW search engine. However, it is
very often that most of the search results does not match our purposes. Providing that the user’s
cost of information retrieval is the time spent for browsing information which does not match the
user’s purpose, the allowable cost for general users may be less than hundreds of URLs.

Thus it is clearly important for the users of the WWW search engines to reduce the search results
to less than a hundred URLs. The task of refining query to reduce the search results is the most
important step of the process of using search engines. In this paper, an user interface which helps
refining query is discussed. Qur prototype interface is also described.
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