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Rough and Rigid Search Result Specialization Interface

using Categorization Tree and Noun Phrase List

Megumi ISHIT and Kazunari WATANABE
NTT Cyber Space Laboratories

Abstract: This paper proposes a new Web search engine that enables users to spe-
cialize search results intuitively. It has a new search interface to allow users to roughly
or rigidly specialize search results and to flexibly combine those specializations. This
interface uses a categorization tree for rough specialization and a list of noun phrases
containing words included in the query terms for rigid specialization. We applied our
system to a local government homepage. This trial showed that users need our special-
ization functions more when the number of documents that matched a query exceeds
that of the documents displayed in the first page of the search result. Moreover, a new
characteristic of the user search process is discovered; users prefer rigid specialization
to rough specialization. :
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