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An observational study of Q&A dialogue during text reading.
Shigetaka Tango™!, Atsushi Shimojima*!

Abstract - This paper reports our research on question-answer pairs as recorded during reading experiments.
We found several conversational turns are needed to finish one question and answer pair. We call these
‘declination pairs’. Furthermore we analyzed those pairs form three viewpoints: turn-taking, utterance content and
the connection of utterances. The results show that the source of such declination pairs are other-initiative,
self-initiative(supplement type) and self-initiative (additional type). These results can contribute to the
implementation of more natural Q&A systems.

Keywords : text reading, questions and answers, discourse analysis
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