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Multimedia Table as a barrier-free platform for appreciation of interactive digital
media contents

Ikuko Eguchi Yairif = Shinya Oyamaj Fusako Kusunokif  Takuichi Nishimura§ Seiji Igif

tNational Institute of Information and Communications Technology
ITTama Art University  §National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology

74-2-1, Nukuikitamachi Koganei, Tokyo, 184-8795 Japan
tel.+81-42-327-6993, fax.+81-42-327-6128, e-mail:yairi@nict.go.jp

Abstract This paper proposes Multimedia Table as a barrier-free platform for appreciation of interactive digital
media contents. Multimedia Table is a kind of Single Display Groupware(SDG). The concept of Multidedia Table
is that the table powered by advanced information technology brings everyone, including the aged the disabled
and infants, comfort to enjoy interactive contents with drinks and food. The characteristic point of the table is that
aims to realize barrier-free interface for digital divided people. We have been developing two prototype systems
that project multi channel infrared modulation sounds on a screen for visually impaired people with receiver on
their finger which are connected to headphones and that enables them to enjoy interactive contents with normal
people. Another prototype system that enables infants and the aged, who are inexperienced with PCs, to enjoy

interactive contents using RFID tags with easilly undestanding marks and pictures has being developed.

Key words  barrier-free, table, single display groupware, RFID, infrared communication
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