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A Multithread-oriented Multimodal Chat System
Mixedly Using Voice and Text

Kanayo Oguraf, Kazushi Nishimoto't,
Tomoya Kobayashit and Kozo Sugiyamat
Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology,
School of Knowledge Science,/ {tCenter for Knowledge Science

This paper attempts to extend the multithreaded communications from single
modal ones to multimodal ones for achieving much denser, much more effective and
much more informative communications. We developed a multithread-oriented
multimodal chat system named "ChaTELex". ChaTELex has particular functions
of specifying a related message and (a) receiver(s) to support maintaining multiple
topic threads. In addition, ChaTELex allows a user to send an utterance that
includes text-only, voice-only or both text and wvoice. We conducted pilot
experiments using ChaTELex to explore possibilities and features of multithreaded
multimodal communications. Based on the results of experiments, we confirmed it
is possible for us to converse in multiple topic threads using multiple modalities.
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