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Use of Handwriting in Office Systems
H. Noda, K. Kitamura, T-H. Fin, N. Hirose, and Y. Ninohira

IBM Tokyo Research Laboratory
5-19 Sanban-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, JAPAN 102

Current applications have used various input devices (keyboard, mouse, tablet, etc.) to support
their user interface. Each device has its own advantage of handling one job and drawbacks with
another. We have investigated the handwriting interface by implementing two systems for
cooperative work. In the first system, we have extended the user interface and capabilities of the
existing electronic mail systems with the good features of handwriting interface. The second
system uses the handwriting interface and the realtime communication support to provide a
handwriting conference between users of a network of workstations. We describe our approach

and our experiences in implementing and using these systems.
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