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Architecture and Implementation of an Office System
Which Supports Real—time Joint Information Processing
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It is important to note an instantaneous and cooperative type of information processing such as meetings
and conferences for the purpose of computerizing office activities. In the paper, this type 1is called
real-time joint information processing in contrast with individual information processing so far developed
on workstations. WA TCH/RT (Window-associated Telecommunication Handler/Real-time) is an experimen-
tal office system aimed at integration between individual and real-time joint information processing. The
architecture and functionality of the system is described.

WATCH/RT is built on workstations with intimate user-interface and makes it possible that both
individual and real-time joint information processing coexist and convert into each other.

In the system, even personal data put only at one participant’s workstation can be readily brought into
the field of real-time joint work. Simultaneously in windows used at all participants’ sites, a plurality
of pointing objects allow them to point at locations and objects, and the use of an independent drawing
facility, to draw graphics such as handwriting.

WATCH/RT successfully electronizes real-time joint information processing in a natural way as an
extension of individual information processing.
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