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A method to interoperate heterogeneous bulletin board domains is proposed based on a
general distributed group communication model. The model is applied to electronic
bulletin board service which has no international standard yet. A general interoperable
group communication model is presented. Traditionally, each application service was
developed independently. The model has three parts, transfer, storage, and processing.
The two former parts are implemented using existing OSI Application Layer protocols.
This approach enables shorter development cost and higher interoperability, as well as
avoiding too many standard protocols to implemented. The design issues in general
diswributed application service standardization are presented and discussed.
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