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Abstract

Concept of "Flexible System" or "Flexible Information Processing” has been studied as a key issue of advanced
information systems. However, this concept has not yet been defined as a common one and has been used as a term to
represent an image of the next generation of information processing system. In this paper, the concept of "Flexible
Network" is defined, flexible networks are categorized into some classes and required technologies to establesh them are
discussed. Especially, knowledge-based technologies which we have proposed so far to develop large-scale computer

communivation systems are addressed as effective support technologies to realize flexible networks.
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