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- In distributed systems, group communication among multiple entities is required in addition
to the conventional one-to-one communication. Group communication protocols provide multiple
entities with some quality of services (QOS) on data transmission in the group. For example,
messages have to be delivered to all the destination entities in the group, and every application
entity can receive messages in a well-defined order in the presence of multiple entities sending
messages. The entities in the group have to make a level of agreement on how to support QOS
required by the applications. This paper discusses QOSs of the group communication, what kind
of agreement is required to support QOSs, and evaluates the agreement protocols.
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