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A Synchronization Mechanism in a Distributed
Multimedia System with Interactive Control

Ryuichi Ohno, Hitoshi Aida, and Tadao Saito

Faculty of Engineering, the University of Tokyo

In this paper, we propose a technique to keep multiple Retrieved Media Streams (RMS) synchronized at
the time of presentation while absorbing load variations in a Distributed Multimedia System with Interactive
Conirol (DMSIC) which has been implemented on UNIX workstations connected by Ethernet. An evaluation
of this technique shows that each node can adjust the delivery (or presentation) of media units according to the
capacity of the CPU without being affected by a node with a lower capacity CPU.
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