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Document Style Requirements
from a Perspective of Multilingual Document Formatting

Keisuke Kamimura

Abstract

An increasing number of languages can have their writing in coded characters as standard-
isation efforts were carried out at international levels. However, in order for any electronic
document to be accepted fully by the user, a speaker of the language, there are other issues to
be answered than the coded character.

One of these issues is document style specification. Although there has been international
initiative towards the standardisation of document style specification, the applicability of the
standards must be examined in light of languages other than those that were originally presumed
in the standard, particularly to that of languages in Asia.

This article introduces the reader to the results of the survey in document style and layout
in some Asian langauges, and draws implication to the future standardisation of multilingual
document formatting.
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