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Extracting Text Data from HTML Documents

YOSHITSUGU MURAKAMI,* HIROSHI SAKAMOTO,* HIROKI ARIMURA't
and SETSUO ARIKAWALtt

This paper introduces the new model of the HTML Wrapper for the information extraction
from HTML documents and presents the learning algorithm for the HTML Wrappers in the
framework of learning by exmaples. The expressiveness of this model is shown by experimental

results.
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DEBREETHE. SHICHH/ - FINNVOF
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L9,
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boolean isMatchENL(n, ENL)

/*input:/ — ¥ n, ENL = (N, Pos, HAS)*/

/*output: true or false*/

if(N==Name(n) && (Pos==Pos(n) || Pos==x») &&
isMatchHAS(n,HAS)) == true;

else return false;

boolean isMatchHAS(n, HAS)

/*input:/ — F n, HAS=( HAy,...,HAm,..., HAM),*/

/*H Am=(am, vm)*/

/*output: true or false*/

for( m=1; m < M; m++){
if(HTMLAttrValueByName(n,am)# vm && vm # *)

return false;
} return true;
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/¥input . W = (EP, ..., EPyg), —3 P*/

J*output ! K MOTFFRA MEWEROY TNt DES

Li={t1,. .. tm} (Ps D F~V)*/

(1) EP =(ENLi,...,ENL}) (i=1,...,K) Ix<v
F45H P ORBEDNA p DBEDJ — F n 128
LT, M GG, n) ZEE At 1ZINZ 5.
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(2) BEALDTNTOEREE// - FESnICHLT
ANV =P T H. FEOVANELIST EL,j=1
Lt s,

(3) LISTOREDP0THZ2u0idELTS 25T
B 5T i WEA L% LIST OREEER
F) list=(i1,mn1),..., {ig,ne) TR T, TXTD
i=1,..., K& LT tai={n| (i,n) € list} %
BT B, 22751 (i, n) B LV E B ta=0
T 5.

(4) tj=(tai,...,tak), j=j+1 & L, LIST %5 list
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Tree-Wrapper W=(EPi,...,EPx) OFZH TNV I
A& learnT(E) # EHT 5. 22 L EldR—-V LI~V
D} Py, L) OEREATH B, 7T XLF OB
learnExPath (L& o C, FEOTXF A MBMi=1,... K
T AHIHSA EPy,. . EPx ¥FERTA. TV T
1) X & learnT ZFEBL (P, Ln) D55 2 HHLS 12 TR,
BEOE=1,... . K\ LTPR, »b kEEOEN:
WMBT A0 OMIM/ SR EPP 251815, #LTFO .
EPF #INETORERERTH L EP LAKTS. &
B EP, - EPy DEHIZERE TH R 5.

% 72BA% getPath(n) 35X b/~ Fn b %0
KOWETCONAHNLEED ) — Fn 1S LT,
W/~ F5 0 ENL;=(N;, Pos;, HAS;) %R L,
WISA EP=(ENLg,...,ENL)) %8, 727°L ENL;
BRPSIECEATEY, n CHTAHHE ) — FI 00
ENL; Th 5.
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(1) Ni=NyBoIEN =N ZRLSNE ENL 13

EFE.
(2) Posi = Poss % 5id Pos = Pos;. ZRA D&
&1 Pos = .

(3) HAS = CommonAttSet(HAS:, HAS>).
FBR25HE/NA EPL = (ENLL,... ENL}),
EP,=(ENLZ,...,ENL? &5 EP, - EP, 13, §<
THEBR ENL; - ENL? DS &2 BADF (ENL] .
ENL},...,ENL} - ENL? (i=1,...,0) THh 5. /=1F
L ¢ < min{n,m}.

learnT(E)
/¥input: E={...,(Pin, Ln),...}*/
[*output: TXTD (P, L) KA LTY/
/*execT(Py,, W)=Lp L5 Tree-Wrapper W*/
Lo={t: |14 < Ma}; /55 0%/
ti=(tal, ... tak); /*& TN*)
NODE(n, k)=Ujcicmptar; /*BIME &k DFXTH/ — Fifea*/
n=1;
do while({P 41, Lnya}){
for(k=1; k < K; k++){
if{(NODE(n, k) && EPJ=leanExPath(NODE(n, k)
&& EPy=¢) EPy=EP};
{f(NODE(n, k) && EP]=leanExPath(NODE(n, k))
&& EPy !=¢) EPy=EP) - EP};
else ;
} n=n+1;
} return W=(EP,..., EPk);

learnExPath(NODE(n, k))
/* input: NODE(n, k)={ny,...
/* output: /IR EP */
if(m==1) return EP=getPath(n);
else j=1;
for(i=1; i < m; i++) current;=n;;
while(Vi Name(current;)==Name(currenti)){
ENL;=(Nj;, Pos;, HAS;);
Nj=Name(current,);
if(Vi(Pos(current;)==Pos(currenty)))
Pos;=Pos(currents);

’"m} */

else Pos;=x;
HAS;=CHAS(S);

S={HTMLAttSet(current;) | i=1,...,m}
for(i=1; i < m; i++) current;=Parent(current;);
j=ji+1

}
if(j==1) return false;

else return EP,=(ENLj;_,...,ENLy);
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