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Loop structure analysis of a flov graph is useful for the understanding, optimization, -
_restructuring, and testing of programs written in such languages as Assenbler, FORTRAN, and C.
In this paper, we define a "loop region' of any flow graph G, with respect to 1ts depth-first
presentation G°, and give an 0(klAl) time algorlthn for finding all the loop reg:ons of G (with
respect. to G* ). Here, |Al and k denote the number of arcs and loop reglons of G, respectively
Our resultcontains a new characterization of a reducible flow graph. We also dlscuss an appllcatlon
of our algorithm to some theoretical problers.
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1. BU®I

TaYS3a0avin—.70—=Y37(UF70—-IS5T7LBT)D

V—-THEERFTAZER, PEY 759 FORTRAN, C STEBArB LT D Q——mw/-r
IS LOMEOERY, Blilk. BlElt. S2ArSoXBcL > THER
BREO—-OTH3, 70570 -TMGEERAT I DR, 27,
CTh—7¢REd,, 2EBLBINIBELL, —F. reducible B70—
572w+ 3 TH—71 OoEHEL TR, Tbackward arc (back edge) & ARAZ
EB(HBRB IV —7 3 H—RILLHSNT TV 5 ([HeT7), [ASUBT]), 2 Z \
. reducible on—357¢R, Mlokr> 2, AO&E22HUERED
BRAHBY A O NVEBRIO7LELTEERVEIZTIQA-SDTNOILT
H3[H74]. UL, BBON—TRFADISHICEVL T, Mbackvard arc T wmxE - KeAw
(back edge) Wt 3 ( HRZ )IL—7 1 OEATR., COFBABHBEND
D, B, 780—Y5 7N reducible TRWIBEOL—THEHR, RROEECFRICLI>TREARD Z LA
TERL, TZTEBTR., —BO70—Y57kHL T, TOKEBEA{TSFIBREERRCHETS "HV—7'HF
W, * &L, V—THEIREDYEICRDZIPLIVILESRS, FHEH, L. reducible oD ->57
CHTSHLUOERGU B3, BELARHED, HROZMEAOKERBAE>VLWTLERT 3,

2. b—7#Hi

(#E1] vo—r>7e@, BAYD7 6=NAs) (N —FDES A HOES C HxN
s: B/ — K ) THoT, ROFXHF 1°, 2° 2T HLOEE D,

1°"s 5 N OB - FREZHMNANEFET S,
2sBGOYOEHMYAIVTLETAL L,

[Z#%2) 70—2357 G=(N,A,s) OFRY A2 CHLT,.C DAOLEER, s »5 C AD
- RREZHMANAMBRMHEES> C O/ —-FE2E I,

422, Hecht-Ullman 2 k3 characterization ([HU74]) X34 T, reducible 87 0-Y57%RD
EHCERT S,

(&3] 7a—297 G=(N,A,s) WL T, G »* reducible THB L, knl° | 2°0D
WTNhORGEHLETLEEE NV,
1°G BEBY A2 LEST L, ‘
2°C DEBOBHERY A2V (FARSUAE/HFLIVWEARNY A 2)L) C B, E—DOADS
he€C2H5.s 5 CHO—FREZEBONZR. h 283 ( ¥ab5, C OEED
=K, h X ->T dominate SN 3),

2. 40 G1, G2 @U1wFh b reducible Z70—727 OMTH3, 70— 7270 EL (T EEERE
BE Uk, ' BREERETS) W5 A5nkv0-U27 6 0 EHB -FEHLT, EIh6H
BEAOBICTHEEMU(ER) 25X TH%, s MBS T 3FESEEERANSBI)) £, BHE/ —F
<. EEBEMOBL () EFEENCER 235 iTok s BREPRELUT 6 0BREARO
tree arc, back arc, forward ark, cross arc KABUTEULEENOZ L TH S,

H3W. M2070—~73 708K~ FORHOEAE, FEED/ —FOPL I 7Ry FOHHLONE
(BB ESRHYEBOERETS S, EREICHLT, & back arc OIEE tail, H&E head &IFS,
39, EXRELED head h U T, h £#$5 L +3 back arc OHHA(tai)D®EE%E Th) THRI,




(Z#4) y0-Y57 ¢ L2 niFEREN G- HEXENTVSHE., G OFEED head h o L T,
RD1°, 2° Kro>TEDENS G OBWHZ 57 R=(V,E, h) 2, h % head 33,60 (G i
B+3) V-THIEE LS,

1°V=1{h} UTh) U (veENIh>vidovt (BrEL.t €Th))

22E={(v,w lv,w €V Hh>D (v,w) € A}

STV v ENRHUT.Yy O v B, G ETvhd vicES back arc EEBLIVERNZ
WEESTBZ LR h ER D head . t (€ Th) )% R tail w3,

EE4ADSHS M, FERE
LtoFEAY KE, W—THIE

M S, EoT. (a.b), (b,¢),

(b,e), (c.d),

R=(.EWE R (22 Re) o3
ERIET S, V-7 HIEE B B: Back arc
C: Cross arc

% &, reducible By n—>>
TON=7%32 B 13
3reNTcEs, HARAE. H
2 070-57 61 ON— F3 G; 0> BN
THR, M30FERET. — m2 G] =(N,A,8) -7 B4 G, =(A2)

BB cHo ., ) —F a,

b, c, d, e SRBMHEM R=(V,E,a) TH 3, 27, 4D G DS, V=T HIER, BROEES R &, — &
BB R.D20TH 3, 70— 37 H, reducible It & 212, {EMED back arc oS, EXRED
BRILIBE—ETHIZ EhWE T3 ((H74)), T, —THBES>WTROBBRIRD IO,

F: Forvard arc
others: Tree arc

| £ 1] reducible B70-IS570N—7HKE, BROBEAFT & MBRIC. BC—ETH5, |

I0—257H reducible ®
TRVWBECR, ER1QMLT ®
LORYSIiiu, T, B ®
5070-757 6: OFERHE ®
4, HOEAMFYE>TED 0’9 nith
3(F6.7). UhU. ERE o R it e’
DB U BRI R OHER  enteyt bt
Ry,
@s o, R e

[E¥2]) 70—757 G=(N,A,s) &2 OIERE G WU T, G H reducible THBZ 5D
PE+IRHL, ¢ LOFBOV—7HEBE R KHLT. R A0 — K EpBa s U.RAD— K%
¥E LT3, cross arc #1=1 forvard arc (R A D TRUZHBE' EERZ LT B)MEEL L
ZETHB,

70-Y37 G OL—7%E R=(V,E,h) BT, h &R ANDREABEOKEE, R O entry J— K &
EETS, $1o. 6 OERFEET. R WO/ —FEBEE L. R AD/—FERELTIEBOHE R DD
TR UL " EIFL, E0BEE R 0 exit - KEE8T 5,



[EHE2 DEEH] _
DY (WEKIC L 3) G reducible THBEE, G OBV -7
Sii% R(h) L T, Rth) AORCRAZE (u,v) HEELELTS
. EZEADS, h 5 v A back arc FEHULBWHERNR L,
v 75 t (€ T(h) )A® back arc ##HL ZWHRBN 2R back
arc (t,h) o 2B Y AH N C HFBEETS, DL =, it
4. h »5 u (& R(M) ) A0 back arc £FHUZVWNARFE
Lignn, 5T, 6 E£ET s »5 tree arc DI EEHLT u KE
SHMENAZ P HLT, Pru,v) & s »5 h BT v (€ 0)
KESNZABOT, ERILCFET 3,

+o# HE. Tabs, REEWT 3.

TG » reducible THWw., TRbhH, G OHIHAHEEMY A2 C K
HUT.C M2OLLEDADOE eo, €1, .., en 22856, 6 koD
HZN-THEBER KHUT, R NORTRABENFET 5.

CRG LeobBUEFRYIINITHY, Tt O T
Zy, C @D EH—DD back arc 8L, TENH %
b1, b2,.., bp & L. b1,.., bp OKEEENLEN, h1, h2,
o he TR, ERFOMEAICED. s »5F ht,.., he
Wid, back arc £ & FBWHRENR, pl, p2,.., Pp NEFHE
T 30T, hi,.., hy BTFhd, C OAAORTH S, €
. back arc ®—=, FAE by KFHUL T, hy % head
r¥A3N—7HEEE R, ETB L. Db, OHR ty BR,DY
—KTHB.tr b O OHEDFEKCEE B3R, RICH
25 A08% eo (Zhy ) ETBE, s 1D e0 KES,
back arc 22 F ¥ C L XELRVWHMNZ po HEFET
BZ.s b5 po £ C EOKEREST t» KESHMAN
N2 (72— FREHFULIZWHRBNZR ) P =po +eo,.. ty
2 he 823 F., $1-, back arc & F B, $ERINSCHENIC s £ Ry BOT, 24 (x,y) € P
MEELT. x £ Ry D,y € Ry o —F. (x,y) & tree arc THNER V. BEX 5, ERERUL T
FIBOHEL S he IS VI wE3. R, AN — K& tree arc DAXBEZHMNA Q MIFEL. () £ 0
BOT, (x,y) » tree arc TH3ETB L,y ERAL LTHET 5240 tree arc PFEFT B LI
h. FREOHEICKTA»5TH 5, tE>T. (x,y) ¥ cross arc 11} forvard arc TRIRIRLER
. roEE (x.y) & Ry AORTAZHETHY. vy @ he USAD Re @ entry TH3o. ko T, +oHM
RE N, A,
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procedure Jb — '3 (v)
begin

;- for each tree arc (v,v) do
i begin

(4)  for each i € H such that v € R(i) do R(i) & R(D) U (w}: { b—7EEOEMR. )

W-7FEW: { BROAFEHL )

b ends
¢~ for each i € H such that v € R(i) do
() if v has no successor v which satisfies (v,w) # back arc, and v € R(ji)
then R(i) « R(G) / (v} { v & RG) »5HIBRTS, )
--- ends
;= for each back arc (v,v) do { ZOFf. v € H THBZ LR, )
i begin

R(w) € R(w) U {w);

E(w) « E(w) U (W} { v id entry )

v 25 w 3T, tree arc 2 A IWBBICHRIBR,— K p WHLT do
begin

(N if p Z£R(w then R(wW « R(w) U (p} {p % R(w) 8M, }

else leave: { tree arc 23 xH k435, )

end;
R(w) € R(w) U {v};
Tw) € Tw) U {v}: {v & tail }
-~ end;
== for_each successor w of v do
begin
for each i € H such that v € R(i) and v £ R(i) do X(i) & X(i) U {v}:

(=) { ZoB, (v,w) @ RU) »SOMTHLE )
' if (v,w) is a cross arc or a forward arc then
‘ for each i € H such that v € R(i) and v & R(i) do E(i) « E(i) U {v}:
{ Zo, (v.w) & R() "ORFRAAHE )
"t— w;
end:

10 V—HBRHAEZLIY L

{p €RW OB, ZhLBO/ -~ FRET R(v) OBXRLZ->TWEZ LICER,

}



4. PLIYXLOELHEIHER

sa-257 G=(N.As) WHLTHASNIERNME G'=(N,A,s,T,8,FCH (Zz<. T, 8 F, CH
W@. ENEN G O tree arc, back arc, forvard arc, cross arc, head O¥G )T B L RNRVUD,

(R3] 6 HLT. V-7l B, 2V5 L - 7o 2HMET, B4 OKINI+IAlloglAl)
EbdRAEY L, OkIA) BE(k=IHl ) THEL, BlEEcHL T, & RG), EM), Th), Xh)
(h€H)XENFEN h % head £ T3 G DG WBTS) V—7HEED — K, entry, tail, exit
DEGICHL L,

(E30EH) E4#% HM100 —7HiE(Y) K0T, 6 OB - F v.icdLT, v KBET3HAE
BRI L AT UEERC v KBS plv) 5432k T3, T4&hs, 67 BT 3 v O postorder
([Ta83)) % p(v) E¥5, W—THEG) BT, (1) O V-7HEEW) OFROFEHUUER, v &
DLUFCBROFECHUMET LR, — K, $2b5, 6 LT v LD H/NIQ postorder 2§D — FIC
BILCHEE. B R() ORNENEFINZZ LRV, $1, 6 OFH (v.w) KHLT, v HERO EG) ©
BELRINEIN. v D HED X() BRI EI NI, V-8 G) O (=) ThE—EBRE
ANz, —FH.v OFFE (v b tree arc 2lli->TEHETH 2 — F ) postorder &, WiZ v& DX
o 5T, ROGEE v O postorder, p(v) WHT3RMATHB T LT, +HTH 3,

(@) L—7HEG) OETFE. v RE v ORTOFR (v »5 tree arc 2ill> TH#ETES/—F )
WEILT. % R(i) OWBEMELCHEIATVLS, 22T, T/ —F v BLT RG) OWENEL CEHR
antwnd; ek, 'veRG)Svwid G WKHVWT. i % head L3N —7HEBCIT Ri ERETS )
ODBE | FRVIDPZETH 3,

(1) pv) =1 OEF,

OB, v I successor Lo, Ehid. v OFEED successor w WML T, (v,w) »° back arc
ChHBHDONTNITHS, v H successor EFLBLES, PHSHK v REDA—THFFEICHEE L,
—f zobs, L—THEEBW WKHLWTEITEIAZRF bRV FRBL, L b, VW -THEG) FFEH
INFEBETRIES R(G) BETHH., HiTHb v & R(1) OBERERBLSB L, RIZ, v O successor ¥
LT, (v,w) »f back arc THB L=, EHALD. v id Rv OBEX (tail )TH3, —F. TOL 3,
N-THEGV) CBLTEITEN30R’ (N) EUTHD, BTk, v & R OBEXR (tail )THH, »o
v SR MADEREBAZERRL, BRI, 2ot (RE) BRI,

() 2 n (25w s INl ) NEELT, p(v) < n OF (RE) FPRVILDEBET 3,

() p(v) = mn OB,

v OEB D successor v HUT, p(w) < p(v) = n BOT, BWEOFEEL Y. (A1) DN — T HEIE ()
OEFEK. v BXUE v OFRICBLT, & R3G) &, ELCHEINRTL S,

v ERi = v € R() DEFH
vER b, EEAXVHES MK, RO, 220D EB—FHFEIIL.

1°T v i3 Ri © tail TH3

2° T v ®% % successor v (272U, (v,w) # back arc ) & Ri OBETH 3,
1° s
(v.i) & back arc #hS. (N) OEITHE. v BB R(H) OBRTH 3.
2 niBE
/AL, v 25 Ri O tail WES, back arc EEHLZLNZANH D, —7% . forward arc &, tree
arcDHBM SHBZNZ2TEERAZ LN TEE2E. EBICRROVTOUSMNRDIULD,

(1) v 5 Ri O3 tail, t KES tree arc DHATHRININANH S,

(i) v 5 Ri OEED tail, t” KESRTONAR PBLEH—FD cross arc & (OFL ko)
tree arc CHRIN3,

(1) OB i B v OHETHD. t & v OFRO—DBOT, W5k, (1) OBERMFCH L ORITH
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M- THEQ)HNRIFEN, EDORT, back arc (t,i) KHLT. (N) XEIFTSh, coe sy it R(i)
NEFEBB, >T, (4) ¥RTULBAT, v QB R() OBEELR->TW30T (0) DETFHESL v
BEW RG) DEECHS,

(i) OIFE L=, i »5 tree arc NDAEEBLT v KEB N A
HH Uhb, t" B v OFRTHC, £, v B t° OFFETHRULA,
HBOEELHD, Tubs, HEMRICS2, XBOHED > S, BLE
U ( postorder M/IXwv ) J— K% a 43k, ald i BB, i HAOEE
DFRTH2, BERS, v & t° @REbl, i DFRELSTH S,
—7. tree arc & forvard arc DREZVThLEDOHBELY postorder
PRSOOT, p(t) <m o BoTy N—THEW) OBRITHCR, t°
TEIHROFCHLRBICKRTULTEY, £, L—7HBG") NEITE
NBHS, back arc (t7,i) KHLT (M) HEIFah, 2o = a &
R() OBERELSTUS, toT (1) OEMAERCED. b —78kW) g

AMIEEN B, v B R>) © BELZ-TWADT, (D) OEGHD
Bicv &R 0BRTH3, ®i1
v € R(i) = v € Ri OiFH

MEEEB TS, v 2 Ri OBEETRLESE, RODPEL EOL—BHRY I,

(a) v 75 Ri @ tail t iCFE 3 back arc EEHUBLHRNSZNEEL L1,

(B) v i DFRTRL,

(a) DBE v DOF successor v »5 t ICES back arc 2EHURLWHRMNZLEELET. v b R O
BRTEZL, —H. p(v) < n BOT, BWEOREICLY, ZoE® v i2 R() OBEETREL, #- T,
(M)ORIFH., v & R(>\) OBETHDIFR L,

(B) oBE bLU. (1) OBFBHFECHLOBT, v HPBHT R() OBEXREBoRETBE, 'hid, v
DFREDOHB 7 —F d WHLT, (d.i) # back arc TH Y L —THEW) HT (N) HNEIFE N8
v ERG) EBSRZEEBRT S, UL, ZOEIRIENRIVEZ G, BERS, bLEZ ok E
T3E. v i OFRTRIOARESRLLS, (8) ORBKCKE TS, tE>T. v RG) 0BELRZEY
i, (0) OREMS, v O successor DY L H—2l R(i) OBEET, Hho. V=7 (v) MPIEITHh
BEBEC. v B R>) OBERTHRINIBER L, 20} v O538E a” wHLT N—T78ikGE)
O (1) OBRHFCHLOBRT, W -TFEG) FFERBHIC a” » R() OBRERoTwRBTERE
5%, BN, a” OFRDOSHB - K d° HUT, (d°,i) » back arc THH I —TEFEW) kBT
(N) HRITSNREC a” € R() BRI E2EBHKRTE, UL, COLIBZEREZVER L, 2
26, bULEZ-NR TR, 2" B | OFRTCBUYARLST, —H v a OFREIG. BR v & i
DFHRTHBZ LR, (B) ORHIKT I, H-T.op(v) =m DERICH, (M) BRITS,

DREBHHEICL->T, (B @, HED 1 s pv s N KOVLTRIIT S,

HEE Bohic, & v KHULT, L-THBWV) R—ERGFEINS, v O successor D E deg(v)
ETNE. V-—THEBG) KHET, (1) ORITEETIRMI. FRHFEHLU EBLT O (kxdeg(v))
B, (0) R (2) KET3EMROTAS O(kxdeg(v)) BRITH S, (M) konTik, (N) OKH
(leave) RtF » 5, BEC R(v) DEBEFL RT3 —FR, BERW OBEZLLTMAOBEZ bR L,
Fle, TOEEMASNE ) —FR, €T Ry OBEXECTHY., Znllik R(v) »oBllshaz iz,
oo w5 v 3TO tree are WE-> THRINZHFMNARLDO /- F p KHUT, B p € R(y) TH S
EEIWp €ERW THEBMEIIDF 20 2HTBOLNBZENSZDE. BL1ETH3, >7T.

V-7 Hi(s) OXIT (BROFFHLEEHT) KHHLT (N) BEA. OWUxIAD+O kxIND+O (N)) B
MEET3, PRI, V- THlE(Gs) 2HORIT (BRHFCHLEEDT) KETIHME. B,
O @x|AD+O kxIND+O(IND+ X, € x{ O (3%kxdeg(v)) } =0 (klAl) T3,

Th, HECLEZXTVORI, (7 2BV 2 M STHATIEHO O(IAlloglAl) tyh oflgE. %
R(1), EGY, T(), X(i) #RET3 kxIN| Evt OBRFIOLHD O( 4xkx|N| ) Evt OEBELUN R, &2,
O (1AlloglAl) ¥sr OfFEFRRE Y TH2ZH 5 EEH. O kINI+IAlloglAl ) Evr TS 3, WK,
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5. IGHIKK2WT

Sn—4%37 G=(N.As) OEZEOERE ¢ KHLTEP LIV RLEGEALTEORL, 'RFRS
B ofgs eG) t¥3E.6 25 e (G°) OBERVLWTEONS G OBP TS 6 =(N,Ae(G7),s)
4. IS reducible K7 N —-757TH5, ->T. APNTYXLR, reducible TRLWIO-TIT %
&N LRSI SR, reducible 270 -3 7ERTIORISATES, —R, reducible 70~
STk, b-TORELS. F—9 70 - DOHREMHTEL T3 ([ASUBT), [He77)) iE», —MRIc (3 NP-HHE
([6J79]) 2 B/ ME R (5) BARIEN S HABM T 5 ([Ra88].[Sh79)) B¢ DHENSH B Z EANMENT
WwB, BT, A —RO reducible TRWI B =757 G ORNEBHES WFAG) 2RHIBELY
d.EKPLIYZL,SEONS G T 3R/IMERHES WFAG) ([Ra88JC L NI FHXKRTRES)W
—oNBRCRBEEDNS, ZEES. G R G OBYYIT7THVHEL M, IHFAG) | & [HFAG) | BOT
#iz, INFA@)] $ IMFAG) | = INFA@) | + e @) ] PBRALTINETHS,

6. ¥

N-THEEOESEBAL. FEOIO -5 7L TERBIRZ L - THEERTOMEERL o EE2
T AT, reducible 70— 70HBFHR, —BRRI(CHASRTNI LD ([HU74], [Ta74]. [He77] %)
rEu%, KPNIYRXLE, IBM 3081 ya74 ET PASCAL/VS EHLTAYTU AV b Li- iR, EBo
$/370 PRV TS - a5 ah ol s, o — FEI1979, Hikk 2638, A — 7 #IE#K 51 © reducible T
B I0—Y357063FERHACHL T, £ —THBRY entry, exit %49 0.56 T 1,

E Fid
$m%®%%tuot‘%ﬁh@?—?%vtﬁ%iﬁirTéot‘Et?J’E—-IADKNQBE‘
Bric, FHEEEECRATRELORVELERL TTE o0, WURKCBHT S,
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