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COBOL85 -- Evolution, Standardization and Validation of the Programming
Language COBOL

Syunsuke UEMURA
Electrotechnical Laboratory, 1-1-4, Umezono, Sakura, Niihari, Ibaraki-ken 305

CODASYL COBOL Committee celebrated its silver jubilee in 1984, with the publication
of the "COBOL Journal of Development 1984 25th Anniversary Issue'. COBOL is one

of the oldest and yet the most widely used programming languages even now. This is
mainly because the language specification of COBOL has been updated evolutionaly to
meet the state of the art of the information technology. This paper first describes
the evolutional history of COBOL. It then discusses and analyses the features of
the recent COBOL specifications, with special emphasis on its structured programming
facility and the 3rd international COBOL Standard. Also introduced is the public

. validation organization and mechanism for COBOL compilers.
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