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Multi-Byte Character Facility of programming language is getting very important with development
of mulit-byte character data management in Japan. Multi-Byte Character Facility of COBOL takes the
lead. Each implementor has been providing extensions to COBOL since 1979,

We find problem of it, which specification of facility is independent of implementor. It is no
portability to each system. We should make it ”STANDARD SPECIFICATION”.

We should think about this facility for Korean and Chinese character which need two-byte for
represent one letter, and the application for Multi-Byte Character Facility by using COBOL program
made in America or Europe.

Standardization of Multi-Byte Character Facility of COBOL has been examined by CODASYL COBOL
Committee since Feb.1988. Japanese SC22/COBOL WG is making a technical paper now and the WG will
propose it to CODASYL COBOL Committee at May 1988.

This presentation is report of presenting the condition of Multi-Byte Character Facility, cleaning
the problems, and explaining the future trend of the technical paper for CODASYL COBOL.
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