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The effort to establish an ISO standard for the Lisp language has been made by an ISO workmg group
WG 16 since 1988. In 1992, WG 16 seleted KL, a proposal made by the Japa.nese SC22 LISP WG, as
"the base language. Smce then, a remarkable progress. has been made at WG 16, and a draft proposal
for ISLisp was crea.ted which is currently being pmcessed to become a Draft International Standard.

We will report the background of the ISLxsp design and its current status, together with a language
overview.
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The programming language ISLisp is a member of the Lisp family. It is the result of stan-
dardization efforts by the committee ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 22/WG 16.
The following factors influenced the establishment of design goals for ISLisp:
1. A desire of the international Lisp community to standardize on those features of Lisp
. upon which there is widespread agreement.

2. The existence of the incompatible dialects Common-Lisp, EuLisp, Le-Lisp, and Scheme
{mentioned in alphabetical order).

3. A desire to affirm Lisp as an industrial language.
This led to the following design goals for ISLisp:
. ISLisp shall be compatible with existing Lisp dialects where feasible.
. ISLisp shall have as a primary goal to provide basic functionality.
. ISLisp shall be object-oriented. )
. ISLisp shall be designed with extensibility in mind.

. ISLisp shall give priority to industrial needs over academic needs.

(= TS B S

. ISLisp shall promote efficient implementations and applications.
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— <standard-object>
— <standard-class>
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[ 1: Inheritance Graph
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