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Modifiability Improvement
in a Design Environment DATE

Hiroshi ARAI*", Takumi HASEGAWA*2, Yoshiaki FUKAZAWA*', Toshio KADOKURA*®

*! Waseda University, *2 NEC Corporation

Abstract We propose a mechanism to reduce operations, which are necessary to
update or add tools in a design environment. In our design environment
DATE, design knowledge is categorized into two types. One is the integrated
design knowledge common to all design tools. The other is the design
knowledge peculiar to each design tool. A knowledge translation mechanism
between these two types is incorporated into the environment. By this
mechanism, the knowledge management of each design tool is unified, and
each function of the environment is independent of latter type of knowledge.
Hence, the influence of tool modification on the-environment +s minimized
and the modifiability is improved. In this paper, user interface integra-
tion mechanism of DATE is mainly described and evaluated. - ;
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