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Abstract

We proposed a new method for designing an ASIC with Soft-Core Processor. In our
method, it is able to decide system specification based on a core processor and basic soft-
ware, and then to change boundary between hardware and software, to estimate system
performance, to modify basic software according to redesign of hardware, and finally to get
an optimal system solution. In this paper, we introduce the concept of Soft-Core Processor,

and consider a tools required to this method through an example.

&K key word: Soft-Core Processor, VLSI, ASIC, ardware/Software Co-Design,

High-level synthesis

—167—



1 ECs®IC

TR B Bk S, EAHERR ASIC 27
RENTWD. EFEDO CAD(I ¥ ¥a— ¥ ik
BD) Bl 7 n e AWM O REILL Y, HRICH,
PBHIAANEFIET O, 4% ITITHENN
B2 ASIC OFERIRERTALALN TS,

ERDOBEFETIR, N—FI=TOLATY
AT La—-FTRE LB RN
BBHEOL AT P EHAEGOET ASIC 2§k
B9, LaL, BRLZVLATYL 5477
VOET 2=V IATICRLELRN—F 7 =7 ik
FPEELTVWAEELDL. 0L FLESR
N—F o2 7HRPHEOILIZEED R OB
PHIFEEL LW,

—7, WNEBREROEEIZEY, N—FTx
7 RIREFE (HDL) CRMBENZN—F T 2 T3
REAK, VAT MERESNR, BRNELAT
YRy - ETHBIMICERENS, Lo
T, BEEELEEE 22T T4 L, MolFBnEE
Ra7 7oty HES DL TRl iud, €1
LEEBERLTVISIOLAT b - 85 —2
PERTAZENTES., IDL TRRBENIN—
Koz 7 BN ESICEESTRETH Y, L
HoT, PERD ASIC FRETTHEL2L ) LTLE
BNA=F oz 7B ZLIIR L, BEaR
FOEEEELZLHFTES, (M)

L2L, 2OXHICLTHESRIN-F T
TEEAMALDD VAT LI, ARENBIEL
HRRELELI R TRLZLT, YATFLOMG
KETIHMERC S E2 582w, Lad,
) L7-HRBEOFF AL BB L TRV
&, BEARMITOLAFAORREREZ Lo
AT LORBEEHICHEFIAT S 2 L3RRI
Thb.

N=—FIAT7EEALE
BER DASICHE WULBIETNHN-FI7271{E
) T0 &y HIRNED LTLEs
R LD WOt A
——_—\

1: ASIC %3

AKETIEET 5 Soft-Core Processor ZFIH L
2@ L ASIC #REtFRER, a7 oty s
KT P27 2R—RE LIV AT LHEHOHR
B, VIMNT LT EN=-F T OBROER,
AT AERROFHE T, N—F 7 = 7 OFERE
BIUFNHEIEEAY 7 2T OHEBEEL
Vot Y AT L EROREFE R ERIICIRET
2L0T, HENPOEBWLRFETHS.

AT, Soft-Core Processor BL{K & Fiks
BEiL %% CAD KES Ko TEMmT 5. 28
TN=Fox7 /7 b = THHRENCRE S
BN CORFEOMEMT ZHFEICL, 3
2T Soft-Core Processor D &2 DWTEHBAL,
4 T Soft-Core Processor * Fl\W 728 LV %5
FEORBEFEZRL, 5 ETEROBRIIONVT
ERET D,

2 N—=K9xF7/JT7b917
BEREEE

N—=Fwz7EV7 M7 2MAEDLETHR
o0 EZTIbDOETATLAEIERZ L
T 5. EROVATLFEFETE, HN—Fr=
TEVTIEVI2TORDAY Y~ T 2 4 AR EE
L, #0479 —T 24 A%HEFLTN—Fyx
TRVT MY T R FNFIUGREIT A, LL,
ASICHIZX WYY 7 F Y 2T TiTo T Ui %
N=F o z7ICY AL & vole Z LAEEIE
ZABEIhRY, N"=FyxTEVTI YT D
BDAY 5 =724 ARDBPEETEEL 2o
T&7z. 22T, fERGEEENTVIN=-F I =
TEVT MY 2T ORERN R RIS L TIT O
LWI AT ARG FESRESNEFED TS,

Y7 RATERALE
W LLASICIM

—168—



LW AT LRETIR, YATFLa4ekeLT

DAV =Tz ARZEEL, N"—-Fy=T7EV
TrI2TDEDAY -T2 A AFEEL, H
B oIV AT LR BETH LV IIFENLS
s, (2

System

Hardware Software

High Perlormance/ \ow Cost

K2 N—=Fo=7,/V7 b,y TR

VULCAN-II[2] i& Stanford KTHE S Tw
AR FETHE. N—F 7 CFilio
Y VAT ADH—RRBET, YATFLE
HEFHAN—FI=TTA 7Y AV b LR
HPLBFEOTay 045y —4 v ATH
N=F o727 O—-EOBELERL, N—~Fo=
TAA 2 FFAZe2BMETS.

ADAS[3] i3 Southern California K THIZE S 11
TWABRBRFFETH 2. FHEOKBI, &4
Y M T —FF o F v RREHEVEEL, M7
TAVEEDRA T — VGEEERIITo TS
TAYTHLy Y ERET AR THS.

PEAS[H] i3 EBIER A CRRE SN TV B1HHE
FFETHE. FEOHMIE, N—Fyx7 -
Ta-VDIATINVEEL, N—F o7 - E
Va—WVON—=FIxTHEEVT YT OEF
RS DR S RIS HE o TROBR T Y 2 —
VOMEEERIRTLHTHS,

INLOREFHEIIKEL 20258 T 52
EWTES. 120, HERD ASIC SBEFFEIZL
lzsoTarrukyyelge L TEN AR
ARET, 1) 121, a7 70k vy ERUH,

CHEATHFETHS. HigTE, BHEHIT7T
Oty OO ORERESR, #4750
FEoTwah 7, RENCETAHIMMSENZ £ aF
FIETHE. RELLTE, a7 70ty Hdp—
HWDT Sy 7Ry ZATHY, ZOHhEHFLTES
Nwizd, AT LERDSEE TRV &AVE

Lo /o

T3, &k, oa77otyH 2 EHTL5E
a7 7aty e U2 RRERESIIC LT
b, BETHE, aFEY M7 —FF7F v R
HEEYI) T GERTIY A7 2B e Bl ¥
6:&ﬁ?§5:tﬁﬂﬁf%%ﬁ,ﬁﬁ,ﬁu
OMNOLRETET B0 —ALBRBEN—-FYx
TDGATIIRVT ]"717 AT PIEED 72 0
DEHR Y — AP TWERVOT, THH5DH
REEZHLAERTAZ LD —N—Av FIZ
I, YATFTLORFHIETAHMAFEL 2.

4R %3 % Soft-Core Processor & 723
AT LB PFEIINS 2 00FEORH 2R
iR 724582 2. bbb, DAFLADORRR
WRRE T AT T ) BESTWTEHRENIET 2 1
AL, YATLEREREICT L0237
Ty ONGETERETAILNTES, %
72, —2® Soft-Core Processor 7—F 77 F +

KEWRRBTELD, BETHAVATLIL
R ZEY PR BLEN TV, (K1)
£ 1: ASIC RETFHOREY
N—=FD 7 | AR,
NEHOEE | RERES
T AetE FEtT—%
kD a7
7ty YEE X O
DEFFE
ay77atxyi
TEETS O X
AT
ENSE7A O O

3 Soft-Core Processor

3.1 HE

PERD ASIC BEtTIRa7 7Ok v HEDE
Ta—=NaATOHRFIZIEFEDFTIIC, 28
12 —7 =4 AEREFIE L TP L - sbsink
lﬁjﬂﬁﬁ’é%h‘bu LTCE#LEH>TWwiz, 2Dk

GREFETREY a—VITORE R ERET
§¢wtb,ﬂmL&W”—FWl7 EVa—
VDD IO RLEICF AR Y2 v EfE
HHILTWAEEL SRR,

—169—



CDEIBETAa—NATONYEEETEAL
WRETATITIDOZEEN—RK AT - E 1~
WeSLTFVERRZEIZT S

FIHMTREZ Y ) A EEZHEDICHEHT 5720
Wi, IALZUANA—FY 27 £V 2L R
LR AEEDENN—F 27 - £V a—
VORBABZE VI b7 TERLAENTS,
WhBBEN-FT=T /7y TR E
TILENDS.

LI AT, CAD Hifro#41E HDL 225/ —
FYx7 - ETa— Vo eahicEitdas
EERWEEICLA:, $4bb, HDL 2k 5350
BPOBUERIEMEEALTLAT 7 b s
Y—VETHBAERTAZ LML o7, L
1ehoT, HDLICKBRErT 4175 Uit
ATFLDOERIGEL 2L HICEEERE, ¥
CHEBEEAENCFIALza7 oy oL (4T
TN —VEBLILNTESE, ZOXH%
TV a— VAT OHRFGRERTELRINTA7F
VOZeEN=Fa7 - Ela—NV-5475)
LT, YVIMAT ET2-N-514T5) L
MRZEIZTR. 4, ZokHicarrsoty
TOREEEETEL SOy Y4 YT AT .
70+ v ¥ (Soft-Core Processor) XIT5RZ &
27 5.

Soft-Core Processor % V372 ASIC 5 T-i
BUTD@EY)THS. (K3)

step 1. Soft-Core Processor & #£4& V7 b7 = 7R
ZTHOTT ) y—2arvv7byzT%
F#EL, YATFLDTSOMY 47 %170
VAT LAOHREEET S

step 2. VAT ADFBEILEEIZLFoTH—F
YT EVT NI TOREREEEL, HN—
FozTEV7 b7 2 ERETS

step 3. THEEETAlI % 1T 9 (MEAEO WM& BN E T
EF U step 2. IZEB)

Soft-Core Processor % flv»7z ASIC §kat T-ik:
TRRD 3 DOEMMFHESNZ T IR O %
W, (X 4)

S ——

Soft-Core Basic
Processor Software

[
1 Application
§ Software

3,

g P

Prototype system

Hardware Software

Software

Soft-Core

Processor Development

Library \ Environment
Hard Basic
ardware
Redesign ] Eﬁt:sre
Environment |’

Redesign Loop

Final system

Hardware Software

R 3: AREFFHOTHA

1. Soft-Core Processor &K% & I &KEL54°
V7bha7 - E®Va-V-S54 755k L
THEISRLTWwWAEZ L

2. HERKVTIENI2T FATFTUNFELT
WwaZk

I N=Fo=x7/V7 by TR R
PEHEATHEZ L

Soft-Core Processor

Design data and

Library
Hardware /Software Basic Software and
Co-design <+ Library
Environment ( OS, compiler, etc )

B 4: RERETFERIT OF

UTFAETIE 3 2D &BOH D Soft-Core Pro-
cessor iKW T HBEMEN-F Y27/ V7 bz
Tt BT A BN ER T L.

—170—




3.2 Soft-Core Processor NDEf%

Soft-Core Processor (23 5 EfficDoWwT#
BY5, AFERICE A% TR, UToMPTE
Th5h.

1. 70ty OEEMRIENC

[

IRCFIBEERTWS E3E% OS % FI Mk
THbIL

3. RHRESEHTHEE &

4, HREREICE YN —F w27V 7 by
TOINGVARLBZ L

3.2.1 Bifki4HE

Soft-Core Processor {Z/\—F 7 = 7EHIZ L b
N=Fa7-7ukyt iy &Rt Rs .
Lad>T, FggON—-F a7 - 7oty it
FREDZ Oy Bk, F23F vy 7HETE
{ Tid% 5%\, Soft-Core Processor i HDL ¢
LB ENTED, EREOF v 72k 51213 CAD
V=NVICE ORBER, VATV ARSI
% B DT, Soft-Core Processor DYFEIX = 115
DY = VRRETAT T IOURIZE o THATE
ns,

3.2.2 FEP OSOHFKR—Fb

VI by T ORBREES I ETETEIAL
FRV—=F 4 VT VAT ARE L ORBLT T
Vo —2a i3 EORFETTOmD Tl
ELhoTWa, VAFLOBEMEERET S
BRTOVT bz T R 1R BB R
SNTWVBEBFHEEYR—-MT 5 LIL, KHIBi%
VAT ADBERFECEETHS. E5HIIN—
FYz7OEEIZELHVWIV L5208 T
BICEEEND Z L HFBEREND, T4, %M
HIATFTIVEN-F 27 OERICHIETES
VEXH B,

3.2.3 REAEEOEHI

Soft-Core Processor % RV 23R etFiETIE,

—FoxTRVT7 MY 27 ORI EEIIE

Th. L#oT, BAKEAEHICTAL L
T—RFIFANLEND. N—F Y =T ORA
RMOBITER L 2T SR b 2k BT 105
5.

a N—FIx7REHTHEZ L

b MG LT E 2 HBE 52 B HED0
BETHIL

. ERENDBEFICE o THOHSHTE D
RIERESh VW &

d ERPFELSBHET2 L9 BBER-
TEEINBZ L

e. V7D =TIl L CHEMAREIELERL
Twnz &

f EEIZE b R oTN—F I o 7B KX
CEFTLZWZE

a. lZDWT, THEIZ X o THIE R HLE ST 2 A
KHHEICZ > TLEY, ROEERLHEEITH 2
ENHRBIC R o TII R SRV, ZhE, BITOR
P ERCEBOWENE, N—Fo2T7E&V 7 v
TDAY =7 2 A ADEME, CAD V—1L®D
ENSSIEBEE25,

b iZ2WT, Ba—URF 4y ZIZEELTHE
T a5 L VI FEE L 5L, MgicdL T
HEINEBEGILVWE I REEL2TAREGDH
B, LIPFoT, BETIHAIE, ML T
KRELGHBEEZ2ETHPOEEENEZ L TEL
Hw, Ziu, VAT AOERBILRREHCETY
HUMNICEE2 525, ZOSICEL TIIMREE
iy —WiZk 2 R=- b PULETH 5.

DWW T, EHEOBICMOE S % TE 5 750T
EELZWTHEL L ) BN REE TR
Zhwv, TNOUREHIETAHRICEE Y52
b, WA EREE RIS 272010V a—
NenNF A5 AXTHILIEETHA. /8
FTRAYFTALALENLZEY 2a—VORETIZE
Y, Wil AT AR EMRTRETAZ
HTEDL, I/, BAWLRERRIN-FY27T -
TV2-LVOHHBELVIE»LLLETHS.

d iZonT, EEENSSEBEFANEL EHE
SNBEITRLITRES 2V, 2L, HEFIC
YA 2525, RALEOREEL A

—171—



FOERTA0R, RATEIEFIEIBHG
HIEEICEBTHD. LA oT, BRAEE
Lo THEL S AEMPIERENSH-oTHLZ
Nok—HLTEETESL )% CAD OHH—
P (FFaxyF—a o CRETE FLET
5. T2, TALORAEELERITHED
REREOHET S LETHD.

e l2DoWT, V7 MY =7 CEREICFRENE
%@ma L, V7MY o TREHEICRR L
WEE5ZBZEIIRD, TR, V7 b92T (7
Ty —avearidT, 08) DIFEIHIC
PEEGRD.

f1zonT, N—F 7= 7B EFEoHE
LLTBLLEYNS S, AL FEL LI
Ih, N AFFALEF LT D, CAD
— VOEEBES LS.

D Eos%2ERBL T, Soft-Core Processor (2
VEREEE OB LROEBEYELR S,

o HMTHAME oI BE THRAE TS HES

o BREICKE BEEE RIZT R R
A EE

¢« VIMNY T DEENES

SRR TLOO—DICRISC 7Ot v
BEIFENS,

3.3 CAD OEH

Soft-Coore Processor % FiV27z ASIC #%atFik
TR O DICREREE CAD THFE -}
TAELERDS.

CAD CHE— PR EL N0 TOM
BiZoWTTH5.

o FREEEIR

o HRERPATSHE

o WEEXHE

o F¥axvF—yay Glik

3.3.1 HEEXE

Soft-Core Processor Z FVWzgkET FiE T}, »
—F o272V 7 Y27 OREIEREIREICE
ZA. LEFoT, REEEEREZHICTEE %
MBS OBMILEATH S, RIAELEL LY
SRIZITW, poREtOEEMEX YLD,
AT AT T ) ERESELLERHD. Z0OH;
HORETI A7 IV EIZHDLICK o CRLB &N
BV rar -V a—v-3A477IEFTR

{, BIBOSH LWL HTOREERTHY,
N—F Y7 DOBETBERTEZY I T72TD
54753 ELEE. :.#'LC)@nlu"'7 A7) %
WREMICHASDESZ LICL Y, BRETOEDM
FERABZIENTEDL, T2, TOLIRHERT
175 % VAT AREHEICHRE - ARL TV
OTERHMOEHZERE Z e B TERW. L
hoT, BT A4T7S ) EHESAERTRL IR
FVa—l Vi —IPRARSNELEND
B, %7, TOXIGEMEEY - VIZHRIC
FIMTEB L8527 54 XL, BT
Ta—n 5475V ELTERLTBLEDN
5.

3.3.2 (EEERPEXIR

PERESERY — Mk & AT L ORI ORE &
%h. VEREMOBENEL TREELZ VAT A
R aEs 2 e TERW, 72, MM X
DR E T SETWAERF VR Y ZOBRBT
XL TIRALRV., ZOMICELT, 3y
5 OHEBYERIC & 5 HaREHM IR O [5] 2¥T
bRTHE N REVERICERI LSS Z LW S
na.

3.3.3 fRIXE

BAEEABICR I A A, RETEEICLY
AT AOBENARERZ o TR bR\, LA
AoT, VAFLPELEE2FE-oTWE I LER
HESERTAMGEY - VR EERD.

—172—



334 FXxaALTF—Yalal¥%iE

F*Fraxryr—arRiEREnsZ il
—HEUORETH L, HHICREETEICI BV AT
LDOBEOEL SORFEL, REMEFEICL 5548
ZHOBROH—TH 5.

—HOEEICXL VEEL 2T AU PELEL DS
BE, REELR VAT AR TREFOLETOLH
HEZEEL, TETAZ LI AFETCRET
BTH5. Lo T, IRODEFBRLEE
B8 % CAD TEHTILENH 5.

72, RV I VI 2T OFHTEbLTY
BT ETHBEN, TUTIFLAPMBACLGTHY S
WekWnHZ L, BiOSETHEECEERZL
ThHbH, READOFFa A0 F—Ta &ML,
BHOBRELRIBIGEGETAZ LI, FAK
FRRETICE DY, ORI EESMEICEZ 55
i, LETHS.

4 =B

AR & 9 % Soft-Core Processor 1244 B4
HEHzL, PORET-IF2MERTVS
T—%77F v IIDLX 70t v [6] 25H 5.

Z I T, QP-DLX]7] % Soft-Core Processor
WKHOWTARRE FEOEREIT). SRIOEHT
&, T RAY T AT E BRETEE 2 IR
LT, REERERDTOZ L 217072,

e LIVRAYHDER
o [IEEEY 2 —VOEHE

VYR YKL 816,32 LA L&, fHImEEL
TV a—VREEBROAVTY AL P EBLSYE
o N F 2T ERREETY I L—Tay
IZIXPARTHENON[8] 2 fEHIL, N—F o =T
EEFTAT v 7HEHBZZ. DLX A0a vy 345
dixce DT VBT 7 ANGEHDANY T T 7
AVEBEL TV A EEGMES 22—V 32
BLAaU NI ZNEERL, §H7OY
SLEAVILANLT.

—173—

5 R

FHOCTUTZSa2asNANLT, A
LTWwaB LIRS REMEL:. R2ICEFDHKE
ERT.

£ VUVAYERAK

TS h | VIR | VIURAYERK
dhrystone.c 32 11
16 11
8 8
whetstone.c 32 14
16 14
8 8
spice 32 8~32 (‘T 12.1)
16 8~16 (745 10.9)
8 8
tex 32 8~17 (745 10.3)
16 8~15 (P45 10.1)
8 8
BMS.c 32 9
16 9
8 8
FFT.c 32 22
16 16
8 8
Knapsack.c 32 9
16 9
8 8
bublesort.c 32 9
16 9
8 8
quicksort.c 32 9
16 9
8 8

LoORELY, TUFFAMZEVERTALIR
TEBRLZBZEbN»E. WA, FERERN
FicigEfb L7 oy ik, BETATTY
F—TavilLdoT, VIRIHORELE
TTIZENTES, BIZIE, tex T EICHHATA
EALHE, VYA K16 THRRIZIZLAY
KFLZW,




KISV PRI BEMIMN—F Y27 2L L7
ODL @2 % #NFNEHRL, N—Fo 7 Hid
AL ME L7z, BRI L 2 ETHM 2 R<B 2
W, FEN—F > 2 FOHTHELTTY T 4%
FTL, REGSEHEALEVYT b7k
5 TER LG R G S CET LY &
DETAT v THERB L. £IIZOHUE
7.

§SIW$717®f§t%ﬁM

N—=FD o THERR | 17— M| ET

ATVT

32, RHEBRLL 27430.5 933
16, FEEEL L 19895.8 936

8, EHHLL 16073.5 933

32, {HEBRDHY 33697.2 83
16, ®H2EH Y 26212.2 86

8, FHEDD 22395 83

+4°— U3 2 AJJ NAND #:8
tEFAF YT RI0y 47V

6 HbHYIC

Soft-Core Processor % FiV:T ASIC % kil
BEERREL, HELHALTHV CERREN %2
EL, EBREiTo/k.

é,\f;‘é AFEOERD LD IZARREDO %
X 5|25E®, Soft-Core Processor (Z44% 7% Bt
FRELT, AFERIZRIREOT L9 4
T EREO TV EIN,

B

HE ZHE@IE LIRS j(%l"i%‘/\l‘ﬂif}éﬁ)f
ZeRH BN, B L HFRE ORRIKICIE
BELET.

c, TEmEVAZERR (k) 07 A
> 7‘ N—TOERIEB I LT,
ARFFeNE — 5T, SERE AR FE AT O WpE 28
MEEEAGLOXIEIZL B,

SE XMk

(1] K, will, “BHY AT LADHO HW/SW
il e at o —F8, 1HLFHk, ARC98-13,
pp.97-104, 1992.

[2] Rajesh K.Gupta, et al. “Synthesis and Sim-
ulation of Digital Systems Containing In-
teracting Hardware and Software Compo-
nents,” in Proc. of 29th Design Automation
Conference, pp.225-230, June 1992.

[3] Tksoo Pyo, et al. “High Level Synthesis

)

of Pipelined Instruction Set Processors and
Back-End Compilers,” in Proc. of 29th De-
sign Automation Conference, pp.133-140,
June 1992.

[] {5, 1, “ASIP FIN—F 9 =7/Y7 b=
T aAF¥ A Y AT L PEAS DERLED
ST, * 5LRFR, DA64-11, pp.79-86, 1992,

[5] W&, Till, “7—%7 2 FvFHET -7
RyF —arn45OHEER-" HUER,
ARC98-14, pp.113-120, 1992.

[6] John L Hennessy and David A Patterson,
“COMPUTER ARCHITECTURE A
QUANTITATIVE APPROACH,” Morgan
Kaufmann Publishers, Inc., 1990.

B, HE BEER, A&V Y
av¥a—5 - T—%5rFv— Rt ER-
SR 7 72 —F —, BHFBP #.1992.

[7] FiFB, fh, “SHERIZ—EHEFHA~ 12
o7 oty QP-DLX OIS, 7 HLER,
ARC100-5, pp.35-42, 1993.

[8] “PARTHENON User’s Manual,” NTT 7' —
y i fE kA&t 1989.

9] “AYHAFGNUCIYNRAT" 7YY=V

TN x2T I TV aviRE, aak/i
IR IEER, M, 1991.

—174—




