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The V Distributed System

Takehiko Shimojima
NEC Corporation

This paper is an introduction of the V distributed operating system. The V consists
of a distributed kernel and user level servers. The kernel provides network transparent
interprocess communication (IPC) facility, process and memory management and device
drivers, while servers provide other operating system functions invoked through IPC. The
V uses the VMTP transport protocol which is optimized for request-response behavior,
makes several optimizations for fast IPC, provides multicast to a group of processes, uses

decenterized naming management.
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