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OF XERO DISTRIBUTED OPERATING SYSTEM
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Faculty of Science, University of Tokyo

On the XERO distributed operating system, jobs are processed by executing combi-
nation of basic program modules called ”contexts” in one address space. During its
execution, contexts can be dynamically transfered between the address space and
the secondary storage. We call this mechanism ”multi-context mechanism.” The
notable feature is that a context can be saved in secondary storage even when they
are being executed. This feature directly supports context migration. This paper
describes the mechanism of dynamic loading, saving and relocating context, and also
reports the performance statistics of the implementation of this mechanism.
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