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Development of Kernel-Level Rootkit Detection System

HIROYUKI OGURA,*! YosHIHIRO OvaMAT! and HipEYA ITwaSAKii!

Recently, crackers use rootkits after they intrude into a computer system. Rootkits are
toolsets that typically have a mechanism for hiding the signs of intrusions and themselves
from system administrators. In particular, detecting kernel-level rootkits is not easy because
they can modify the information returned by the underlying operating system kernel. In this
work, we developed a kernel-level rootkit detection system Sunny on Linux, and conducted
experiments to evaluate its effectiveness. Sunny is implemented as a loadable kernel module,
which watches the kernel-level memory areas that should not be modified in normal execution,
and detects the modification of the areas as a sign of a rootkit. Specifically, it partitions the
areas into fixed-length memory blocks, and stores the hash values of the correct content for
each block in a special memory area. Then, it checks the modification to each block using
the hash values each time a system call is invoked. If system calls are invoked frequently, it
detects rootkits in a short time after the intrusion.

SINTLES ZEeMMBEL 2o TS,

L. FL&Ic e, U AL RS EORIETALY = T,

AU —F VAT AMRALIZY T o=, #
ADIEBR B & DR 57010, A— ¥y
NERIRT B — 2055, A—FFy ke, RE
Fuy 7 ARGEOEbELNEY— LYy I LT
BD. VT vH—IBAINIZV AT AL, VAT A
BEEENTOEHEERL, BAT 5% 1T5
ETOM, 77y I—DFHIETICE»TLED. £
D, VRT HEBEIRADERE VLR Bo
FBRERDHS. UL, A—hEy FOFIFICLD,
VAT AEBEIIRADEREER LEL 2D, BA
DRENDTOEELHRT 5 £ CILET 2HMNBE

11 ERBERZHFRILER
Department of Information Science, The University of
Electro-Communications

*x1 BUE, HARE2—Lyv b Ny h— FEREH
Presently with Hewlett-Packard Japan, Ltd.

— by FORERBREFAL, BEHES 2T A
BEAIETHHLONRDD. FDI, 75—
L DBRADBRML~ LT = T DREMB - 5 Rz
o T3,

AFILTI, Linux RICHEE LD —Z 1L~
o= hFy FOBERE S AT A Sunny DFRE L E
FIZOWTIRNS. Sunny 1, Z—FRANEET D
Loadable Kernel Module (LKM) O#gEZFIA L,
H—=RNVRHEEMZ D Z L2, A—RL L~
o= b ¥y M OBCRIRAMERE % H — R~ L HIIATe.

KUAT DBBHRR ET B I —F L L~Yb— |k
F v ME, =V OTHCZITIIRREFTETH D IT
FTOU—FNAE)FEHREKET 250 THS. %<
DH—=FN L — K Fy M, I—FLAFEY D
AERETHDINEHMAKEL, V—FRNL DL
7y 7 LT A RIEROR#K AT, T2 T, AV



TATEZENSGDH—FRIIV AT Y EREZERTL &
2L, I—Fbb— b Fy N OKEE R
5. KYRAT K B — RN RIAL R R TO B —F
NAEY OREZEEZRETH D EIEL, AKFR
ETHDHREH—2NAEY ORER, KZATAD
HELIA B RE DARRED HEAL A IRV BERR 5.

FREZZPR Y RHIC KB AR T B2, VAT A
I VBRRERHIND EIL, BEEMROD—FLA
FUEBAERE TS, 2T, VAT La—L0NE
R ETTBVATAI—NNSRTE T I THIL
TEBETZY. Fh, BREICLDZ4— 1"~y REEE
L, 1 EOKBE CERMRON—RL AT kLM
OREITOLT, TOEBRFEERICHEILIZATY
Tuyrk, VAT AI—)LOEIL—DOTOIEICHRE
LTW FEx & 5.

KEARETH BITTOH—FAE Y faED—E 4>
DHERET DI ORIV ATATINETITRESL
TEEDN, RURAT AD X S ITZOERSKEHRES
DYURT A, Bx OMBRYFELR.

2. JL—kFy b

2.1 # =

N—brxy bElE, 77y —PREREZEDa Y
Ea—F VAT LEGIETZ7200Y— 1ty b
LEET. flZE, —ERALEZYRATLA~FERA
THIHDONRY T KT, Xy NI—T 2fENET—
FrFEZTIA=T 7, a—FOF—AHERDHELT
EETIX—ml—, RAORKEZREHKRTS heA D
KB, vl %EET20r7 7 ) —F RNy —nty
FeLTEELHLENTWE, L, b—FrFy bD
—HEREIC T E R D o T BADREY & [B# T D HEREN
N—hFy hOREE L TRERB®REFS I IR
D, EETIHLV— My MIBAE ORI Z ST 5
OO —VEFETZENE RoTNAS.
N—1rxy ML, ZOBEL~UZSE T Ta—H L
= bFy e, =R LLL— bRy T
SETHIENTES. UT, ThFhoi—hxy
MZOWTHAS 5.

2.2 A—HLARJLIL—rFy b
ZI—PFL~—hFy b T, 2—FL~ULTH)
BT BA—h%y hTHY, AT OBHBRPE S 75
AILDOHEUZ LY, BAFEORFEZEHKRL LS L35,
BIzIE, 77 v h—PIMEIRT-EEDOH D Tt
ZEBETHEE, ps I FOT0 S S AT 7 AL
ZL— Xy "OHBLIEBYOTa 7S 57 740
WCEEH]Z D, BYO ps a2 KX, APD ps =
<~V RBHAT 7o 20FENL, BEOHL T
D ADFERERNZLOEHEANTHZ LT, BEED
bDHT O ADFEEREIRT 5.

Z—HF L~ b— hFy MR RFEE LT,

sys_call_table =»

: oo 53307
sys_read() DPFLR _Qs'ys_ygad( )

sys_write() DPFLAL__, Isys write()

hook_read() ®7FL.

B1 YRT7La—LT7—TLVOEBUILS sysread) DT v 7
Fig.1 Interception of sys_read() by rewriting the system
call table.

VAT LOBAMERENHD. Zhix, EFREDS R
TAEBIED T AT AORIEER R L, ZH%RHT
TEICEY, VAT LAOREERMTDHETHS.
VAT AEEBEONATY LORER®, ST AN

DERIZEY, 2—F LUl — Xy FOKEE K
MY DI ENTETHD.

2.3 A—FRILLARLIL—FFY K

H—=F N LL— ¥y h &, H—FLL~L
TEMETZ2L— Xy FTHD. ZhiE, I—FLR
FVEHETHILICLY, BRIThLDREH—F
NOMBEE T v 735, £ LT, TDT v 7 &ETHR
BERITV, I—RNVOHNWESEETS. LoT, I—
FNLLb— R Fy NOREER T T2 — R LA H
T HERIT, BETHIZENTET, 2—FL L
N—bxy PR BREBRETH D, Fhh—x
N~ b— K%y k& LT, adore? % adore-ng3>,
heroin?, SucKIT®® 72 &43% 5.

2.3.1 WEF &

H—=RN L b— RFy "RH =RV AEYDE
ORHEHREL, FO0NHEE T v L TIERBIERTT
I DOMNZONTHBAT S, KELSHTT, UTFD 5 &
D DFENFETS.

(1) YARFLA—LT—TILOHRE

VAT AT = LT =TI ENTND VAT A
I— P —EANL—F DT FL A%, L—FFv kb
BHELEBHOT FLRAIZHETS. Zhicky,
VAT AT )P — R )—F DB NL— Ny

FORELEZBERIZT v 7 &h, OB CiEHER
ERFIREL 725, FIxiE, RI1 DX DT read 25
LT —/LOMIRZAT D sysread() 27 v I THIL
T, B LW EROFAIALEZH S T ENTE B,
(2) YRTLIA—LT—TLOT KLADKE
VAT hAa— Ny RINTRHASNA VAT Aa—
NT—T Nk, V= %y "BRHABELEBOY T
A= VT —TNIZELEZXD. BEKRBIZIE, 2
DL, YVATFha—LNry RTATHROHIh
% call #sys_call_table(,%eax,4) &5 aa%,
call *fake_sys_call table(,%eax,4) ® X 92k
BT 5. ZhICXY, BDOYATAa— LT —T AN
FIRENB X222, r—bFy MIEBEDI AT
A= )P —ER)—F U DMIBD T v 7 PEREE 72
2.



call *sys_call_table (,%eax,4)

sys_call _’* fake_sys__,l

table call_table _

sys_write

*fake_sys_call_table

sys_read
sys_write

2 VATALAIA—AT—TNAOT RUZAOHREIZL S
sys_read() N7 v 7
Fig.2 Interception of sys.read() by rewriting the address
of the system call table.

hook_system_cll( ) DPFLR

sysenter @9 SYSENTER_EIP_MSR ook sysenter | :_: j
| sysenter_entry() 7FLZ | sysenter_entry() |

hook_sysenter_entry() D 7KL
3 IDT @ 0x80 #B D=tV & SYSENTER_EIP_.MSR
DRI LDV AT LIA— ANV RTDT v s
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Fig.8 Kernel thread for protecting Sunny.
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K1 BEERMT R MCAWED =RV L= R Fy b
Table 1 Kernel-level rootkits used in experiments.

N—txv b | &EEPT T U AR
adore SCT LKM
adore-ng FP LKM
heroin SCT LKM
SucKIT ASCT /dev/kmem

SCT: YAF La—LAT—T7 N FP: B¥EA %
ASCT: VAT LIA—NT—TADT KL A

MO TNWEVAT A= LEBEEMDILENTES.
X oT, write Y AT A I— )L ORITEROEEIZIL,
HEINTWER—NOS LI —FNDRDVIZ, K
AT LIS write VAT AT — /L OB ERERT B L
THLTED. write VAT La— LAY, H—
IV — R %y MR TEZITOICHZ->T
L <9, read X getdents6d i LDV AT Az—
JNZDNWTH, RYRAT AZZDONBEREBSES 2
LTCVAT A —VOREMEZEDDLIENTES.
IDEIE, RUVRATAERBEIHET B CHEZY, &
AT HA—NNY RTDT vy JITEEL VLS.

4. REREFHE

4.1 KERMER

Sunny OFEEFHETE720, £ 1ITRTESL
RI—FN L~ — b F oy b E AV R RNER
Z{To7c. FEBRIZAW - ¥ v M, Linux 24
DERETOHREET 5 b 0ONEH-o7272%, Sunny %
Linux 2.4 ORETEHIET D X I ERLER L7z, 7272
L, heroin I% Linux 2.4 TIEIEMELRWOT, BEE
A T= b DIZX U TEBREIT o7z, F£72, SucKIT X
/dev/kmem 7 74 V55 IDT @ 0x80 HEH DO LU
ZREBELTYRT AT/l KT D system_call()
W7 7%AL, YRATLIA—ANT—TLDOT KL R
EOBEREBDL L TH—FNATY OREEITHIT
FURZRET 200, KLY RT L0 IDT @ 0x80
FEADOTY NYOEEHZIZLY, SucKIT 3R 2
7 LW sunny system_call() IZ7 27245 k5
12729, system_call() THEZ X7 EHE BE
TER<e>TLEI DT, RERFREE 2 HETE
% SucKIT (ZiNz 7. ERBEFIILUTOEY TH 5.
OS  Vine Linux 2.5 (kernel 2.4.18-0v13)
CPU Intel Pentium 4 (2.40 GHz)
*E!) 513.5 MB
= AT Y OBERERIT, =— NEESK, 7
HIABEROT — 2 @B, HHAHREM TR
7 — # I DO —# (proc_root_inode_operations,
proc_root_operations, ext3_dir_operationms,
idt_table, sys_call_table*!) & L7-.

*1 Linux 2.6 TIIHAMALEROT —Z @RI FET 52, Linux
2.4 CHBMAPALERTRVT —Z ABIFET 5
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Table 2 Results of the experiments.

N—hxy b | REER  REER

adore O sys_call_table

adore-ng O proc_root_inode_operations,
proc_root_operations,
ext3.dir_operations

heroin*! @] sys_call_table

SucKIT*! O system_call, tracesys

3 I FNLVOBBELLIERTOA 1~y F
Table 3 Overhead in building the kernel.

Sunny | D&HA4 X ETEEM A~ v R
[byte] [sec] (%]

FEA — 580 -
64 607 4.7

128 615 6.0

EEIN 256 626 7.9
512 649 12

1024 709 22

ERERER 21T, ZOREND, RKFRER
FTOH—FNAE Y BEHROBERIZLY, I—F11
= b F oy OB TE DI L ERET.

4.2 F—n~Ay K

KUAT ADENI LV AL DA — "~y REHIE
5D, (1) I—FNVOFELEICLDERLE, (2)
mprotect A7 LT — )L ZEYIRLFOHT T a s
FAZEDEREToT. THODERYIToI-BEE
LT @Y Th 5.

OS Ubuntu 7.04 (kernel 2.6.20.3-ubuntul)

CPU Intel Pentium 4 (2.66 GHz)

AE! 503.9 MB

2B, ThHLOERITEBWT, 3.5 #iTk~7zAT R
TLAERET DI -V ALy FIE, 10 BEICER
ERETHIIOBRELE.

A—RNVOFEFRIZ LD ERTIE, RVAT Lkl
ALTCRIB L READIREEL T, I —FR/LOFEHEIC
BETHRMEREL, A—~y RERD7=. F1=,
KUAT DBERT DH—FNV AT Y OHEY A X%
ERLCORELIT-72. MEBREEIICTT. #
3Mb, W—FNAEY OHEY A APKEL RBIC
DO, A=y FRRELR->TNDDORGN5.
ZhE, DEYA ZARKREL 2D L, REMCHIET
Ny VaBEANETT Y OENHETEOTHS.
BKRATLAPEA LTS 256 /N1 bOSYEH A X
TIE, =~y FIZ7.9% THY, +Ho/hE 0w
z25.

mprotect ¥ A7 AT —//LOFFOH LIZ K 2 ERT
1%, RVATLEEANLREE READIREE L T
1 [B® mprotect ¥ AT A2 — LD LIZHD5

*1 A Y PFIEEEMZ 7= H 0.

% 4 mprotect DIFVH LIZEBERTOA— "~y N
Table 4 Overhead measured in the mprotect test.

Sunny | HEYA X ETEE Ao R
[byte] [psec] [psec]

ES-VN - 0.217 -
64 4.728 4.51

128 5.876 5.66

HA 256 8.095 7.88
512 12.734 12.5

1024 22.020 21.8

K5 N— bRy PERIT B OI00 5 FHERR.
Table 5 Average time for detection of rootkits.

DEFAX | SEER  BREE TOFHRR
[byte] (1] [sec]

64 | 42,788 2.77

128 | 21,394 1.40

256 | 10,697 0.714

512 5,349 0.370

1024 2,675 0.202

BRI EE L. BIEGRER4ITET. R40b,
TNENDHEY A XITBNWT, YATFALIT—LN 1
BRI D BEIZ EDBREDA— "~y RBMEEN S
D, BEBLEOEEHETHZENTE S, #ilz2iT,
256 /NA R OSEY A X T 100 FEIO S ZF b =a—
REOH LM T b &, 8 WIRED L — "~y
NAELS.

4.3 BRAMFTIZET S8R

42 DA —FNVOBEHEICL B EROAERRE
TS, RYRT AN —F )N L~L)—hFy DK
BERMT 5 E CIETIREICOVWTRIFET 5. £
T, IRV OFBEICLDIERTENHE -V R
T AhI—LOREERD &, 4,686,426 B ThHo7=.
INED—FVOFEEICE L-FER T8, —
RIVOFAFERIIFOH SN D T AT A3 — VOB
WRED. I—FNVAFY OHEEL R = OHEECEl
5L, BERMEOI—FNAEY A% 1 ARES
DDIZET DR, ZF ORI DS, L—
by NOWEREZRINT S E TI2hh D EH R
ThHD. A—RNVAEYDOHEY A XL DFER%,
* 517

ZORIERERN D, I—FILOFHEED L 57, #
BV AT L a— L EIFOHTIEELZIT 5 BT,
K AT BDIFEFSLINTL— b & v M OB A KT
HTENTERENZD.

Fle, RIERSDPOLHND LI, F— 1~y K
LBRAICET 2R ORI, FL—FRF 75T
W5, XoT, AVAFLIZNL—RAT7EEZEL
256 A NOHEIVA ZBEALE



5. BEMR

=RV b— kN F v s OBEEE RS ik
LLT, EEBON — LN ORIELBIED D —
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ERELTVWDILEE S, ZOEMUNSOKE L
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fomEFEL LT, BEMOL— N% v b &R
TR = (VT RTFx) EDORY—rwyFITX
BRMFED 2, VAT AT — LORBEOEEHIC X
BRAMFED BB, VIR FrEoRE—vy
FIZ X DRI FEE, MO — b Fy D ORME T
WCREZITH 20, FREOLOREENMZ 5N
DIZHDWTIIRAARFAIRETH 5.

kern_check” 13, System.map 77 A AbiEHh
HIERETIC, BIED Y AT Aa— LT —T L OkE
RO, A= VHNICTEIET 5 —ERDBIsR 1 v % ofiE
ERETDH. VAT La— LT — T NRBEEE A v H
DIREEEFARDH 728, /dev/kmem ZFF L TH—R1L
AEVIZT 7 ® A4 5. kern_check I¥, System.map
ZFIALUTHREZIT S 2%, System.map HokE X
N5 EEMRBREFBREGDLZ LITTE RV, F/-,
=RV O 2 — N Z BT 5 & 5 BRI
FARARETH B.

EHOHDIAF AW X, VAT Aa— LB
FET AR E M BERA L, I—F L~ —
My MREIVAT ATHD., H—FR/LLLjb— K
Xy MZEWHBINZD AT LATIE, EERVAT
AIZHARTURT A a—)L ORI CE4 AR L ad
BREMT 5. 2, BEOVAT La—LONLE
12, v— Xy MZXAREBETIEOLERFINEN S
MHETHD., EALDYV AT AL, HAVATFLT—
NDORBEICE T LR E S EOBREZ ED,
ZOBEEBINEI—F L LN — Ry MMk
DR ZT LB ZOVART AL, VAT A
=)W BE S AL OB E RS D Z LR
FRETH B.
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