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History of Japanese Computers and Preservation of Examples

Akihiko Yamada
Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Tokyo Denki University
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Abstract In Japan, research and development of electronic computers started after World War 1l. Fuji Photo Film completed
Fujic in 1956. This is the first electronic digital computer developed in Japan. A new logic element “Parametron” was
invented in 1954 by Ei-ichi Goto of University of Tokyo. Electro- communication Laboratory of NTT Public Corporation
developed in 1957 MUSASINO-1, the first parametron computer. Electrotechnical Laboratory (ETL) succeeded in
developing ETL Mark 111 in 1956, the world's first transistorized stored program computer, and its successor ETL Mark IV in
1957. Computer manufacturers developed commercial transistor computers based on the ETL Mark IV architecture and
technology. In the third generation of integrated circuit computers, most of Japanese manufacturers developed new
generation computers by introducing techniques from the US companies. In 1970°s computer manufacturers were organized
into three groups. Each group developed high performance mainframes by introducing advanced LSI technology. In 1980°s
major computer manufactures put supercomputers into market.
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