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Implementation and Evaluation of Low Energy Floating Point Unit
by Variable Stages Pipeline Technique

TAKURO TsuJI,t TAKAHIRO SASAKI,t YUJI [CHIKAWA,tt
TETSUO HIRONAKA#TT and TOSHIO KONDO't

Recently, in the field of mobile computing, the achievement of low energy computing and
high performance computing is required simultaneously. DVS (Dynamic Voltage Scaling) is
one current major technique to realize it. However, the lower the supply voltage becomes
in the future, the less energy saving we get. So we propose VSP (Variable Stages Pipeline)
technique which unifying pipeline stages in the use of a special D-flip flop cell called LDS-Cell
which has an ability to act as a latch. We showed that the VSP processor can achieve lower
energy computing and higher performance computing than the DVS processor. However,
former evaluation was performed with only integer CPU. Therefore this paper designs the
core modules of FPU with VSP technique, and evaluates its effectiveness. According to our
evaluation results, the FPU with VSP technique can achieve 1.6 times higher performance
with the almost same energy consumption as DVS.
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Instruction
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