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LOTOS is a language to specify OSI protocols formally. LOTOS has become ISO 8807 this February.
We are organizing a research group for the langunage LOTOS, and studying its feasibility. Up to now, we
are surveying the Guideline for LOTOS specification, writing a real OSI protocol in LOTOS, and reading
papers related to LOTOS.

The members of the group are (1)actually developing OSI protocols, (2)doing theoretical works on pro-
cess description, (3)familiar with other formal description languages, (4)developing language processors
like C compiler, or (5)studying the language specification of LOTOS at the early stages.

To know what LOTOS is, we have described the dining philosphers problem by several approaches.
In this paper, we present our impressions on LOTOS through these experiences. Although the dining
philosoper’s problem has already been written in literature, the main purpose of this paper is to show
how we approach the specifications for the first time as LOTOS users. We also give the controversial
comments on LOTOS. .
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