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Abstract: Many people, especially high school students preparing for university entrance examinations and
students who are going to be assigned to a graduation research project, are interested in the research con-
ducted at universities. However, there are cases in which students choose universities and laboratories
without fully understanding the contents of those institutions, resulting in a mismatch between what they
want to do and what they actually do. Similar problems occur in the provision of various types of informa-
tion. In this paper, we plan and develop a virtual tour to introduce laboratories by utilizing online commu-
nication. We developed an on-demand virtual tour created using a VR camera and YouTube, and an in-
teractive virtual tour using Gather.town for this purpose. We conducted an evaluation of the on-demand
virtual tour at an event for high school students and at a graduation research theme briefing for third-year
undergraduate students. We received good evaluations in both experiments. We also conducted an evalua-
tion of the two types of virtual tours in a first-year undergraduate class and compared them. As a result,
we found that a combination of the two types of virtual tours is an effective means to implement an online
tour.
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Fig. 2 Editing window for gather.town custom space.
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Table 1 Overview of the on-demand virtual tour.
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Fig. 5 Did you enjoy the on-demand virtual tour?
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Fig. 6 Did you learn anything from the on-demand virtual tour?
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