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A Survey of Trends in the Usage Kana-character Variant Usage

in Various Manuscripts of The Tale of Genji

Tetsuya Saito (College of Business Administration, Shukutoku University)

Abstract. This paper examines the relationships between certain Kamakura-period (1185-1333) and Muromachi-period
(1336-1573) manuscripts of the Tale of Genji, building upon the findings of previous studies of manuscript usage-frequency
patterns in kana-character variants. This study limited its survey to complete manuscripts of the Tale of Genji available either
online as images or in published facsimile editions. The results obtained by this study showed that by using analysis of usage-
frequency patterns in kana-character variants, it is possible not only to further strengthen the probability of certain pre-existing
hypotheses, about questions such as copyist identification and manuscript dating, but also to enable the formulation of various

new hypotheses in these areas.
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# 1 RS L LUERWEEG A O SR (ES) &4 7 R A1)

s W STIRAS PRI A A SR EIERMOA | EEZHKEEA
e pSe Iika: b Ss: I 1P Se Ilka: I Ss: I IS Id: I Se: YlEa:
01—l 7 6019 93 5857 116 5751 102 6039 101 5429 111 5736 117
02-T A 5801 100 5565 105 5710 95 6036 118 5867 120 5906 107
03—k 4602 93 4464 117 4676 89 4600 106 4499 115 4573 111
04-% BA 5569 92 5568 104 5663 114 5873 100 5285 118 5513 105
05-474% 5402 105 5370 114 5543 104 6010 118 5205 114 5335 117
06- KA 1E 5682 83 5546 112 6134 111 6006 92 5803 99 5457 95
07— 5674 88 5762 122 5822 113 6007 94 5715 111 5890 107
08-fE%- 4130 84 4272 109 4275 100 4395 95 4288 116 4166 114
09-3% 6330 95 5790 113 6597 104 6721 105 5666 117 6240 102
10-BEAK 5696 93 5563 119 5959 113 6110 95 5562 119 5859 123
1-fEfE 1558 7 1585 105 1588 91 17562 80 1631 107 1624 101
12~ 5436 89 5485 114 5398 96 5839 95 5706 99 5531 108
13-#47 5749 88 5738 117 5903 110 6085 98 5573 110 5882 107
14-151% 5609 83 5661 117 5783 105 6072 108 5673 107 5746 113
15— 6076 85 6012 105 5912 107 6628 109 5810 114 6085 112
16-BI= 2001 80 1917 100 1917 89 2070 86 1951 109 1970 99
17-f2 8 5551 89 5449 116 5439 95 5392 119 5563 112 5374 108
18- Ja 5209 87 5816 96 5675 111 5282 122 5236 119 5567 103
19-%2E 5584 84 5838 95 5457 119 5884 109 5366 118 5498 108
20551 54217 102 5690 119 5542 108 5223 97 5079 101 5420 116
21-"M i 5610 99 5741 105 6065 99 5638 104 5593 106 5560 105
22- K& 5064 96 6848 99 5085 109 5245 110 5079 104 5332 98
23~ 5481 107 6069 106 6074 105 6214 94 5792 107 6135 109
24118 5753 91 6246 98 5870 111 5996 92 5716 108 5880 102
25~ 6146 84 6320 104 6348 119 6227 101 6021 115 6419 106
26— 5 5957 90 6158 112 6055 97 6227 90 6036 109 6080 92
27-5:K 1369 87 1410 104 1454 93 1326 86 1415 95 1350 102
28-74y 6578 93 7007 117 6795 90 6680 97 6350 106 6688 115
29-173¢ 10927 104 11632 126 11576 115 11135 107 11271 115 10722 118
30~k 5362 104 6065 89 5885 104 5744 108 5621 115 5757 119
31-FIAKE 6320 97 6915 99 6384 102 6690 96 6090 116 6555 115
32-HEEL 5223 92 5544 96 5454 115 5480 97 5386 110 5581 123
33T IEEE 5458 96 5654 114 5561 116 5426 98 5480 119 5123 104
34-Fi b 6088 95 5992 112 5986 112 5985 92 5898 105 5749 99
35— T 5672 96 5601 102 5450 95 5655 90 5622 114 5575 99
36-HA 5098 81 5501 113 5423 106 5502 102 5148 112 5440 96
3T 5292 84 5784 115 5491 96 5550 94 5490 114 5503 114
38§ it 5757 97 6393 93 6347 113 5996 107 5732 120 5874 100
39-4 % 5699 93 5751 120 5561 89 5710 106 5335 105 5530 103
40-fH1i% 5709 91 5595 114 5420 91 5792 93 5587 122 5795 117
41-%) *3174 108 6841 106 6390 109 6469 96 6327 126 6749 107
42-8)'E 5085 104 6262 87 5569 90 5844 94 5767 111 5933 101
43— RLAE 5070 79 5306 102 5117 101 4882 89 5142 116 5323 105
44-1{n] 5399 87 5913 94 5513 109 5691 89 5283 112 5567 99
451l *3126 91 5136 101 4935 81 4717 105 5009 110 4978 98
46-HEAR 5400 96 5609 115 55562 103 5554 106 5520 101 5474 103
4T-Ha 4 *3407 96 5788 99 5392 108 5465 88 5717 97 5416 120
48~ Rk 7262 106 6714 118 7572 95 7584 107 7152 113 7708 120
49-1H A 5690 101 5954 94 6137 100 5526 101 5544 115 5654 112
50-HU= 4847 90 6162 86 5826 92 5538 97 5770 96 5698 109
5174 5265 90 5208 97 5272 102 5239 109 5461 100
52~ 4995 101 5722 109 5709 109 5117 116 5371 101 5555 95
53-FH 5240 88 5680 95 5470 110 5166 97 5139 120 5552 103
54— 57 5237 86 5818 109 5377 104 5081 115 5493 116 5595 99

% 0 RASHREMFICHE DV . BRMARA [8A) OTFEHIE 19651, FREIT 125 Th 5. BIRFA T4 OXFE0T 6581, FR:
it 123 Th B.
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