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In the last few years, several articles have been devoted to the study of the Law of Demeter in the
object oriented programming. The Law of Demeter is a style rule that aims at eliminating unnecessary
coupling among classes. Although a large pumber of studies have been made on the informal definitions,
little is known about the formulation of the Law of Demeter.

In this article, we define three relationships among classes i.e. inheritance, aggregation and association,
and formulate the Law of Demeter. We also propose the algorithms to decide whether a given program
satisfies the law and to transform an unfulfilled program into a fulfilled one. .
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SREDQRBIZDWTOREIIESEATHEZND
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TWD, ZOERTIK, VSADOREEERESL
T\ﬁﬁxé%VJ“W&%itfyl—wﬁE‘
ZTLUTY I ARORARBRICE DRAEE Wl
HREZRBLTNS, SSIRERES C++7
O SACHEA LR, <OV IR THR
EOHRT— VR ERRBEEBRETICERI
BOBATNDZ ERFEINTNS,

E. VSAOROHEKEBRRICEELT. 2
vE— Y ORI HIREET T & ICT BHIK (3,
4 BTHhNTER, ZOWETIEZ. 7SIk
BEERSTIDOHBE LT, FAFIL O]
{The Law of Demeter) &) S8t %2 1BRL T
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FHRTIR. 7S AMOMEKEBRICERL
TTFATNVOBRIEER{LL., BXbhidTo
JRERTOY SN (C++) I U THETZ 7
TUXLERETS, BRI OY S AE2EHRT
DNDONDEE [3, 4] DEF LU L— R
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OB(C): 7SR COAT V7 b DS
MD(C): V53X CREEESNEZF—FAND
75 ADES

MF(C): 75X CTEBENIE AV v R DES
HU. MF(C), MD(C) i3RI N AV w K
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SC(C)£{P eCp | P> C}, where C € Cp

BB, FEDO AV YR mitHL T, AV wEK
mBEEINEIFAE CM(m) EEHBTD, §
HE. me MF(CM(m)) TH5.

2.2 HMEBEOEE

HEBD2DD I SADHIC AvE—20DR0DED
EN—BDISATHMED Y SZADF—F AN
EZBHTIPE. M5 AMIIHEKEEELS
2EVI, LU, FMETIEISABO Avt—
CEROBIZEHT D, EROTOS S ATIIED
KORBBENI Y SARER LAY v R IR
No., AVYRmREALT, RO SHREZE
E ‘

ref(m, i): AV YR m ORF 4—8 T/ o—)\)

LM EBHET S
arg(m, a): AV v R m ORBIKYZ McAT
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contain{m, C): AV YR m ORFT +—#iZs 5
A CDFTV I N EERT DN E
=38

send(m, f,C): AV YR mHPIZITA cnFtT
TR AyE—D fRREDXE
=10

N5 ORBERIBOICEMTSNETETRY

Oy SLFFARNNSRBERETE D,

2.3 AVyRICHTBEATSzOMDISA

HEDOAYV YR mHLT, TDAY vy EOR
BTENA TPV DI TADREERDED
CEHET D,

o AVYR m THEDNTVWATO—NVERD
U5 ADEE GV (m)

GV(m) & {A €Cp | ref(m, i), i € OB(A)}
o« AVYR mOBKUZNTHEDNTNEET
Pz DI TADEE AC(m)

AC(m) & {A € Cp | arg(m, a), a € OB(A)}

o« AVYEmMBLTWS 7 IARERENE
FeFAND T S ADEE IV (m)
IV(m)&{AecCp| Ae MD(CM(m))}

¢« AVYR mTHLSERINEAT VB
D25 ADEE CRE(m)
CRE(m) £ {A € Cp | contain(m, A)}

BHBIZ. AV YR m OfEES S SU(m) &,
SU(m) £ {A € Cplsend(m, f, 4), f € Mp}

DEIKEHTD, DED. AV YE m OHE
2525, AV YE m ORF 4 —ETERRHEIN
DAV YRERMNERBEINEISATH S,

2.4 US5ZABOBIE

75 ZOBTEUTOX 5723 DOBELRH S,
#7% (inheritance)

i={(B,A)|A,B€CpAA> B}

RRILY SAOHOBBRTH V. £FHT 5 ATH
UIADBEE AV R ERET D,

&4 (part_of)
p={(4,B)|A,B € CpA B € MD(A)}

#=H1E, T2EE2 ) H50id apart-of” EFEB
ENZBHETHD. FRRIAIOMRERT VS
AEEEOMNERT I IAICHEIITHHOT
H5,

B8 (association)

a={(A,B)|A,B €CpA(B€GV(m)
VB € AC(m)V B € CRE(m))
Am € MF(A)}

BEE, HBDITAEEFDIITIADAY YRTE
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BRLUAEYO—NVEED I I X &, AV RDF]
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3.1 Strong/Weak version DE 1L

B XN ATV OBH [3] TR 5 AMOH
B AvE—JERIIDWTEERNBRTH DD
T, ERCEI ST O S ACERTAHE.
BRTAHIACX S THERENBRSBENDHD, T2
T AT E AT L VIR T X0
R (Strong version) ZE&T 5.

EE 1 T ATIVOER (Strong version)

Ja s APk

VC € Cpl¥m € MF(C){

SU(m) C IV(m)U AC(m) UCRE(m) UGV (m)}]
EREARLITRESAN, '

Thbb, FEDISACEEFDISAKREL
TWBAYV YR mIZRHLT, AVYR mPhE Ay
TR ENBISAELTR. V75X CRER
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EELZPLEBEDTHRI SACEB LT —
FAINDYISADA VATV AND Ayt —Tk
BEHFTIELHEX5ND (Weak version), D
BERIIROLSICEHTE S,

EHE 2 FAFIVOER (Weak version)

ARV AN Ny 4 8
VC € Cp[Vm € MF(C){
SU(m) C TIV(m)UAC(m)UCRE(m)UGV (m)}]

EWEIRTRAES RN,
BL.TIV(m)= |J MD(A)
Aesc(c)

Thabb, FBODISACEFDISAIBL
TVB3AVYR mIZHLT, AVYRm MBS Ay
T VEBEROTESAT VI OISR, ¥
SACEEDHEI FAREREINETF—I A
NDITSZA, AV R m DTS, AVwR
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m THEON TS O—NVERD Y SATH S,
DE D, Weak version TIZRABZRIZETN T,
HEISAEBEINET—IAINDO TS AA
BAYE—-TRERXRTES,

3.2 USADNER

KEDISABD Avt—209DEDIEIIS R
HOBRICR->TIHbI3, #-T. BIF0r S
ALEDFEOISALOMIREDE SBEBTH
SMEH-TEBIERE>TF ATV OENZ &
DAREICHBRTED, LT TR, 75ADBEAY Y
RENLUTEDORIFOIIAELETS [4].

HBIIACRKREBEINHEBEDAYVYR mD
RFA—HBLMDISADICAVE—I F2%S
XHB2HE, V75X CRERAvE—FIcELT
WEEISAERD, JSADRAVE—TV IR
BLTAVYR moO#E /S A5, 2ok
IITEBEHE-RIHETTINICETE, FEDAY Y
RFmOHREISADIE, UTFOIEDOISZ
HEHT S,

HYBWH SR (AQ_C(m))
AQC(m)E {A€Cp| A€ SU(m) and

(A ¢ SC(AC(m)) and A & SC(IV(m))
and 4 € SC(CM(m)))}

LROKTRDOELSICERTZEMNTES,

AQC(m) = SU(m)— SC(AC(m))
—-SC(IV(m)) — SC(CM(m))

Tiabb, ZINENY T, BT SATEH, F—
FAZNRDISATH, FLT. AV YR m 28
LTWBISATHRNEBRE IS ATHD, A
VR micE o TERSNAEFT VLI Do S
AT O—NIVEED I SAD AL AY LRI Ay
T-UERIBARENETIIES,

BAEMYEWNISR (PAC(m)) -
PAC(m) = SC(CRE(m))USC(GV(m))

AVYR m BERBTAZEIRE>TEDORESL
TERENDIFTPzIMDISAE, AVYROD
RF 4 —HTHWBO—NIVEED VS X1, &
BWITZAOHRTHRHBEEOENT ST,
CTHREEGDEVNISAELTHETS,

BEMEE S SR (PS_C(m))

PS_C(m) £ {B € Cp|B € SU(m) and
(B € SC(IV(m)) or B € SC(AC(m))
or B € SC(CM(m)) or B € PAC(m))}

LORKITROL DT bHRES,
PS_C(m) = SU(m)N(PA-C(m)USCIV(m))
USC(AC(m)) U SC(CM(m)))
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3.3 Strict version DERX{L

AT TERE L2V S ADOHEIETNT, 38H
DT AT DIER] (Strict version)[4] ZEHET S,

EE 3 T ATIVOER] (Strict version)

Jar s A Pid.
VC € Cp[¥m € MF(C){SU(m) = PS_C(m)})
B L<TIEES AN,




Thbb, TOAY R OKE Y S ARE
RHHEE 7 S ATRIINERLANENDIILET
H5.

F A5 VORI (Strict version) DL ST
TOYSIDTERGIE. T AMOHEKERE
ERFLTE, VIADRREEBLLT D,

4 HEFILGYIA

ZZTE. Baeon=7al 58U T, £O
TOY T LNTF ATV OHERE R TSN EHE
THE7NTYALERETS, £9. FINITVXL
EERTIEDICKODLIBITARBS 7 G
EEBT .

BFE4 VIABET ST

G = (V, E)
V : VS5ADO%KE, E=REUME
RE : BfRADESE, RECV XV xR
ME : *vyt—00%8,
MECV XV xW
R : R (i) or £ (p) or BHE (a)
W o AvE—YEEXOK (EOE¥K)

— Relation Edge

W= Message Edge

O Class

M1 75 AREY 57Ok

ESREF ah ke a1 A R /A N = €7 98
WS S5T GRERTES, VAR ST G
X, 75 AEEREL. REE MED2EVDUZE
b,

REDIE Y SAKOBERERL. 75 AMDOE
%, K (1), B8 (p). BHE (a) DR, WTFHRM1
OMSAUVELTRITENS, HED2THRvEw
EPRIICEECHRBFRUNEET B (w > v).
(v,w,i) € REEET., £, n BEEICE>THARL

e (w > v) ]KiE. (v,w,i") € REERT. |
BICEED 2B v, v EHBERTEUTDT SN
7288 (w € MD(v)). (v,w,p) € REEKY ., BH
BRICDOWTHAKTHD. —H. MEDLEAY
t—-VEXERT, TDL. m € MF(v) Ok,
send(m, f,w) THIUL. (v,w,W) e MELTZS.
L. WiZ. 75200 A v RoficE My
I wAD A - VEEXDREEERT D,
LIy SAKRY 57 ofERT. UEDT AT
OHRIOEHE VS ABEY 7 G KETWT,
HETINT) XLZRETS, _

Ezohi/alSshzEEDT SAKES S
TWERL, HETNITVAXLDANET S TV
T Y X Demeter TiE, %£57 7 7 LOEER
DAVYE mIHLT, TORT AHDAvE—
TS EIRE Y T A SU(m) BRD D, KiZh.
HEOES z P OENBROER y2ROTHESE
MD(z) &§ 5%, £z, BEBRICH L THREICSE
& GAC(z) BRDB, TD2DDHEE (MD(z) &
GAC(z)) &V 5 A ¢ 27 7 A =z DYEESLHG
#EYSA(TPS(z)) £T3. RKHR z & ybSREK
B (z M yDTFHT T X) THNE, V5 Az D
W EREHHEGE 7 5 AT TR yD YU EEGE
7S5 AEBELEICT D,

P2 BEREE AV TCRBRRANEE
LW E TERNICT L., SEEE VS XN
LT, BEE3IDOTATINVOEAZANWTHET S,
B#ICE, FAFNVERZER T2 AV v R ORE
VD M@v) &, FOBRAVYROBRKBEI S A
DHEESVS.Cim) BHHTD, TIT. 8TDIS
ZICHUT. 828 VD M) HEESDREITA
H7OY S LRTFATFNVERERETEWIER
TEYRATANOTATTLEEXD. RITHE
T TU XA Demeter 2787,

Demeter(G)
for each vertex v € V[G] do
for each method m of v do
m ORT BN S SU(m) ZKDD
VS C(m)— @
VD .Mw) — @
for each vertex v € V[G] do
color[v] — WHITE
for each vertex v € V[G] do
if color[v] = WHITE then DFS(v)



for each vertex v € V[G] do
for each method m of v do
if SU(m) € TPS(v) then
VD M(v) « VD_M(v)U{m}
VS_C(m) + SU(m) ~ TPS(v)
end Demeter

DFS(z)
color[z] — GRAY
MD(z) — @
GAC(z) — @
for each (z,y,p) € RE do
MD(z) — MD(z) U {y}
for each (z,y,a) € RE do
GAC(z) — GAC(z) U {y}
TPS(z) — zUMD(z) UGAC(z)
for each (z,y,7) € RE do
if color[y] = WHITE then
DFS(y)
TPS(z) — TPS(z) UTPS(y)
color|z] +— BLACK
end _DFS

5 Z5if

FAFNVOBEUCER L7270y 55120t LT,
FAFNOBAEBEZTE SICER TN OM
DEEDT AT TABRENTNS [3,4]. ZIT
X, NS OEBEBEORIC oYL — AV wRE
MEDT NIV XL EFRT. £70, HLWEHRFE
ZIRRT D,

5.1 Ub—XY v REME(3)

WOMNDAyE—TEAERTEL, DFED. &
FOAYE—INSORVFT Vs MoERGL
WAYE—DRRBBENDZ, TOEE, BOF
TPzl b MKEER OB RBIGE 7 S ADFT
DI RTRVE, FAFVOBRIER TS 2 &
2725, COBRE. KEENSHIBFEARAvE—
BUL—TBHERAV YR (UL—RAYwR EIE
R &, VSABEY 5T LOKEED I S AN
HRRED I SANOEBUN SR ERE EDE Y
FRIBML T LEBFENRS S, M2iEUL—
AV RN 27T,

CB:ml(O{ .. h
void A:zMO){ b=>m1(0)~>m2(): }:

void AxMO{ b=>m10: |2
void Birm1Q{ this=>m1()->m2(); }:

B2 Ub— XY v REMEDOH

K2Rl 1DISABGER—XETE, V5
APSTIABRAYE—Y miE®ED, Z0OE
DFTPx I MRERAY YR mp%%ED, Lo
A vE—JEEMTON TS, LHL., Zof
T VSACHITIZADAY R M OE%
fHeE VS AT ETIE FAFIL ORI
BRI,

AVYR M EZHLT. FAFIOER %7~
TEIREREFTDS, £F. HFLWV AV YR rmy
ZVSABREEL. AVYRMDRAvE—
XEUL—T3, FLT, AVYEMTIRISZ
BRAYE—C rm 2EDLS5CEETS, HL
M Tb->my ()->ma()=> - -=>m, () /2o T 5
B AUABETYL— AV Y E rmpy% %58
UTULEOEMERVETE, ETOAYYRIRT
ATNVOEAZEFHETL SIS,

HEOZERETNIY XLTRTEDIZ, £F°
DSAMERBY T T LICBND AyvtE—UikEans
ROXIITEHT B,

EFE 5 Avt—TUEERR mp
DIABREY 57 LT AyE—TW (ME) TRY
DIFLNEER A & CEOHOETEABICEE
THBRT (RE) ICH o B2 Ay £ — Dk
BREED, mp =< vy, vy, -+, v >EHT
(A = Vi, C = Vg, V3 = 'Ui.|.1®ig'€f%)% D?%é)e
ZIT Avt—VEEEEOEY |mp| I38E% L
KHSRRMOBRIORETH 5,

RKOTZNTY XA RMI ) L— AV v K@
EEELTWS,

7)[/21‘"..) XL RMI
1. FAFIVOEMIGER T2 A vt —JEREY
EEUAV YR Em ETS,
Cy::my(): - - ca=>ma()->mz()->- - -=> mi();

Bl.i=1,-- kiU T, m; € MF(C)).



mp=< C1,Cs, ,Cx S Ay E—JEER
BTHDERET B,

2. c;—>m2()—>m‘3()—>' . -->mk() T")'ITL,’() }i?
AFNOEUERHEZ L TW DA ->my () 1338
RUTWBE SR vl— Tkt (1 BB/
HD) ERADIT S,

3. GIICH I AV R rmyEBINL. ROKD
ICEHT D

rmi(){this->m;()->miy1()-> - -->mi(); }

4. AV Y KR mi®D cp->ma()->mz()-> - -=>my()
DS & cg->ma()=-> - -=>mi_1()->rm;() I
HEWZ 5,

5. TATIOBAIICERTHE AvE—TEkE
I UTHRDIEL., L EDR#ZT 5.

FROFNIVXLTIE,. ETFE51NETT0TS
LDU7SAHBY 5T GRMLUTT AFNVERE
WTHhENETINTY XA Demeter THET
5, WETINITUX LD SERER oAV Yy
Rme VD.M(C;) EFDAYYRIREHEINE
Avt—JEEXEANWT., HEFIVIUZXLTR
DI EBEMEREE I SADHTAyE—VERERE
BETIIXCLEFEBBRLTVWD I FX CjiITY
L= AV YR rm;ZBINT %,

5.2 ZERFEOEXMICKHT B

FAFNOERICER L7070, 7T
DXL RMI K& THRREREZTIDORERT
EDHEWHZEERNT S, UL—AY v REBME
KEXBEBTIE. ROFEMNEDILD,

FE 1 FAFNOEER 70/ S5 7IN3Y
AL RMIDAFwT 1 D&MEE#HTHE, RMI
Ko THEME#ETLITERINS,

(EEBR) BRICER T2 Avt—YEEEa0—=HD
A= PEE cy->ma()-> - -->my() Z. RMI
PEAICERLUZWEDSICERT S Z L 2R
TR,

(1)(C1,Cy, R) € RE. XIE C; = Co2DT->my()
ITBR LT,

(2)->m;() (BL. j <i) OFHTIIRRE L TWi
WETB, >m () BERLTWHIE, A5y
341IT&oT,

cz=->ma()=>- - =>mi_1 ()=>rm;()

C; : rm;(M{ this->my()->mip1()->-+-—>mi() }
LEHEND,

BHATD ca->mp()->---->m() BERL TV
WZENS, BRBED cp->my()->-+->m;—1()->
rmi() BBR LU TWIRWY (my, rm; € MF(C;) T
HdMB5), T, BEEDO->m() BELCISX
ADAYE—VERITOTERL TWARW, £L
T, BBRBD->mn () AT FA G5 Ciyy ™D
EXEZOTERL THWAW, WXIT, ->m;() (L
Vi <i+ 1) BBRLTWARVE SKERE NS,

P->T, UEOERELTORERIBRD AV v R
U TEDIBRLITOS &, AN 0TS LP
BT ATINOBERIZMESTTOY I L PIRTERS
ns, O

FAFNOEBERNCER TS 70 5 AL T,
BRIZBAETEOKERTHUL— AV v FEMN
BE7INVIVXLRMI ELTERLELLE, LM
L. RD2DOHEE, VI— AV yREBEMETIE
FRTERNWI ERHENTZok, K3 D Case

void Cl:m1(){ ... this=>m2()—>m3()—>...—>mk(); ... }
(a) Case 1

x1=0->m1(); ... x2=x1->m2(); ... x3=x2-—>m3(); ...
(b) Case 2

B 3: BTN Y X LDHEEROH

1 TAYVYE myPDRAyE—IJEET->m() A
ZERIICEBR L. 79X Cy & Cy EDEICIZREE RE
PEELIRONBE (CM(m,), CM (m3), R) ¢ RE)
NHB, ZOBPESRTINTY XA RMI TDEL S
IZCM(mg) ICUL—AYV vy RZBML, myD Ay
T CEEEEEL THERIIHRL BN, Case
2 DX SRR RFARICER T2/, &
SAMOBBEEEA RN ETHIE, HEBRICAY v
REVL—TBATI I N ERKETERNEZD.
EHTERWN, DED. AV YR my\OFEHERT
BIAT P DERETDITADT—F A INITH
M (CM(m3) € MD(Cy)) T572E L TEIFIIATAE
THBH, IS ABOMBREEETDH I &I
%, :



53 #HUOWTEBRAZEDORE

INETIDOISABBRERANTY I AKRE
EHER LN, HICENEROBAITIT Y 5 AME
ZEERTESNRVESLH S,

T T, BAEBRNRELEIIAEFD Ay
- VERERLOIIAED IS ARBELE
LT, FAFVOBERIZ®ETE SICERT S Hik
ELTRD2DDEERIBRT S,

5.3.1 Moving Information

HBHBEBRO Y S AMTT AFNOBANCER L
TG, KEEVSALBREY S ARBERTT S
FENEX5ND. M4 IKIENBRIRD 7 5 2B
EBHEEEELERAERT, '

(b) After moving information

B 4: Moving information & i #l
5.3.2 Creating New Class

HHBER TR, E/ICXoTRFELW IS X2
ADEBHRMICEDPRICRDZZEHDH D,

ZDEZFCEDTE, ERVEBO2DOISX
EHAEDODETHLNWISAEESLZLBEZLD
Nz, SITEKMBHRD 7 S AMTT A TN DiE
RIICBR T2 AvtE—IUEEBNThh TWAIESE,
EWBERO2DOD IS AEGBHLEFHFLNISX
EMZ 2 EBFIZRT.

6 &
FPR TR, 7T ARMOERE A vt — TRk

DWTEBETV., [3, 4] TREEINEFATILD
BRlZ L D REMIEERELE, £, Zh50%

¢
>
--------

(b) After Creating New Class

B 5: Creating New Class D% i
FELERLICETE, FAFIEEREZTHED
OHEEL, BRLUAETOY S LT HESRT VT
UXLERRLE,

SGROBEEL TR, FHRTREL BT
EREMOMMEEEICERA L THAD LA END B,
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