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Analysis of Coworker Relationships and Mental Health When Working
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Abstract: As working-from-home (WFH) becomes the new normal for millions in the business world, many
companies are finding it challenging to support and maintain their employees’ mental health. Although
research has shown that social relationship plays a crucial role in the maintenance of mental health, little
is known about the long-term effects of remote collaboration on intra-team relationships. Accordingly, this
study focuses on WFH communication, and in particular, how communication patterns among employees
with weak ties and among those with strong ties differ. Its data-collection approach consisted of an online
survey of and in-depth interviews with a total of 17 employees of nine IT firms in Japan, plus a five-day
experience-sampling study with nine of the same individuals. Our results suggest a polarizing effect of WFH
communication, whereby strong ties tend to be maintained, and weak ones to be eroded; and the interview
data, in particular, indicate that such polarization of team communication increases anxiety.
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1. FU®IC

COVID-19 OH:FLH 2 54T [1] 12X - T, %L 057
34 7 4 AEEDP S EEEBE O 2 BERCESES
N7z 2], 3. TOL)BEROLD, GEEOBB XL 4
G125 3450 113 EDORENTECE T % 5 AT HE & HE
EINTBY [4], [5], TEEEHIE4E, L) KNS
FHilnsreyHEns.

INF T, FEEEBIFEO A EEC SO % )
EEE2ZEDHEENTYD (6], [7] 25, ELEH IS
BE I 38, ZNDBFETRA Y UV AT S+
52 EHMEH STV 8], [9], [10]. BARRICIE, %
IS ORBHOI I 22— a Y ERDEE, A
IR 5 2 LI2 X o T, IR N2 AN
L, AVIIVANVADIK IO G H RN 5.

O, FATIIRISTESEH C & 2850 FEE O
I3z —2aryoEd, BLXOFEIZE %) A
BROFHEAD S 725 THEZHL ML TS, LAL,
EEMHICL > TED X ) IS0 AR H#LT %
o, FEBO I I 2= r—3 3 Ny — OB F DR
BIZOWT, FEACHEL TV LHBITRYS 725 2w, 4
2, EIIRL—2 a3 YERRRWICT AT SEY —
V(72 & 213, Zoom, WebEx) F—24323I 24— 3
= (72 & 213, Slack, Microsoft Teams) ASEGE(C
LR L TWBBEICBWT, AMBEROA LD ERN %
YL EE, ICT V= VIIDAR L TV AP EIEET
HZEIZE DR, BB,

Z 2 CARIFEIE, COVID-19 DATIC & » TEA SN
TEEEHBL, BGORBEOI I 2 =r—2 3 YITRIZ
TEEBLFAET S, BARWIZIE, HEWEORA) Ol
(UF, MArosms) 1I28H L, MaromuwEfgeoa I a
== aynRy = EME O VEEE DT I =T —
AU =V DERE ) FOEREPXA LTIV ZTK
BTHETHLNIIT L., Frld, FEEHBERERS
NIREEB 1T HENRE LT A= e A YT T AA
YIVCa—, LT, D) LOMRERBI AR L LT
5 AR OREERY > 7)) > 7 [11] ZFER L7z, ZOREE, 1
TEH O FE N2 T O A E DDA AR S
NTWeD, MOV E DO %) X 51258F -
TWA I EWGhotz. Tz, BIMHEE, Hwmoms &Ik
WU T, Basba3asr—rary— VERIRT 5
AR S - 7. BARRYICIE, M oimeFEEICHZEE 5
BAIIH LA v T+ =Ny =) (EF+EHY —
V) ERBEEICER L, #r o REICHZEY T 58541
WBIERDPSHD T+ —< V%Y= (E A=) ZHHE|Z
RS AME D -7z, S5, MFOFUFEEE DT
a2 —YarPEEA L, HEOMVEEE DT I 22
r—3a VIERT B LN, EBEBR O BN
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SELIREMAVRR SNz, TS DA, M o5y
[FEDIEBENEIF D XV F VAV ADMEFFIZB W TEE LR
el Ry REE R R L, M OWEfE DT I 2
= a e ET AL OEREMELIRKE L TV,

2. MREEEVY—FIVIXF3>

2.1 HEEHBEPITKRL—2aLIl5EZE

EEWBEAITIRL -2 g VICH5 25 HWEEL T,
HFEOEEEEAFOWMEEDOH EXHITENE Z LW
W [6], [7]. FDO—FT, EEEHHIITEHE M7 S, B
B NG AL S 2 ERDH Y (12, EESBE
i C SN EE I RBHO RN & O SR D% AH
D &Koo B HBIDHE S TWD [10], [13], [14]. D &
I AR X A ABBEROFHLDS, ¥ F VIV A
DIETIZO %A ReEA e s T 2 [8], [9], [10]. E
RIIZIE, FEEEB 25 EE ONME L #Mins &2 [8) 72
JTh L, EEEEIEE ORI IS5 [10] 2
ED o TS, iU, ADVHENGERE DDk
DATHT B ER BN 72 SN v e ZIZ, RNEEE
UMD S B [15] 720 EZONL.

DbasFz s, FEEBFEMELLZGE, £E%)
B X B NHAROAREALDS, Bz X v 5 VAL A
RGN B RIS RS S, L L, JfTifsET
X, fEEEHSAHBERE AL S 2ERL, RO
DI2= =33 RNy — OB EFND RITTHE
IZoWT, TAIClsnIcENRTVwARW, FZTARIET
&, FEEEBEIWSOMBREB LA vy VAV AR
THELZHOL 2T L7720, FEEEBREOTRY; O FER O
TIIah—2ayRY—VERAETS.

2.2 ERISAL—Ta eRMICTEZIaI125—
3 Yy—IJb

HCI/CSCW DJefThffseCld, Hilk% 8z Cig o
BRI, ®RI I RL—Y 3 v ERIERMICT 5
PMETENTE, 728 213, HEEZ B2 ThEOHEHRIC
NELROE (T T AR) BIATSHIE(16], [17]
L, AV T r—=lVaIa=fr—3 3 [18], [19] ¥, &
RaoRL—2a VERRMICTEIZTEETHLI L
Baro TG, TNV, T T RADHER A »
Tr—<wNAIahr—areRlET LY AT ANES
CRRESNTE7]20], [21], [22], [23].

LL, 33a=r—2aryy—LaEskLTE2I2D
b ST, EEHBEE, EEH R E OEVEG
ELZEDWEETH Y [10], [13], [14], ELEBE IR
MBEEZE L TWDLE VW) REIETVFE L ICERSI N TV
v [24], [25]. & 512, COVID-19 DR ZFATIC L 0 7
T E SRR SNz A 41k, COVID-19 #itr LRI AE
EEBEERL TV AL I, BWLNXLVOANL AL

402



BEAIEF =R NEE Vol.63 No.2 401-412 (Feb. 2022)

M2 & U T b 2 E i ST 5 [12], [26], [27].
2FD, HIKERLTCWILIIIa=r—v a3y y— VT3,
EEHHIL o TEL 2L ETETHE 5T, AM
BIRDSA HC 2 2 ERIE T ICH e ISR Tw i,

Z ZTARMIFE T, EEHHREOFRBHOT I 227 —
TarRy—UERARETLICHIY, FESEEOD I 2
== ary = VOFRRRKICERZ LTS, BAMIC
i, ABEBFICEDL I aIa=r—2aryy— s
HAwbit, #HFERLKRRIZD L TEORBRPED X ) ITE %
L0 T A LT, NHBEROAMHEILOER % H S
M2 AH, Fi, a3 22— a YORFIZOWT, [
BWANDOHFATE A > 7 VANV ZADHEFFITHR THH Z &
BHHN TS 28], L7225->C, #FiC, FEICHZKET
LBIZEDL Y aIa=r—2aryy— LangEiRahs
DPIZDNWTHHEEIT .

2.3 FWARE DR A

Granovetter 12 & % [§5\fftH DA (the strength of
weak ties) [29]] Tid, BT B T B BIEEDIZHIZ B W
T, AT OFGWIEHE (weak tie) DVEELEE #F/-L T
WhHESNTWA, ZOHGHTIE, HEmty VT —20
FHE SFEOWTEMN R R 2 FHH L TB Y, it oom S (34
KM ORH) OIS LEFRIN, LI - KR, &I
DS RPHES MHERLEFH), BTFEVCOREICL > THM
D HNnD (SCHE[29], p.1361). AMAFORVEEE (strong
tie) I T KL =Y a VIIBWTEELEHER-L, M
WOFTHVFEEL ) S AERBERSHFONL Z LITHLNT
H 50 [30], MAFOFNFEMEL, F- AR RS T
ATT7 &2 2720, MOV EES 27K L —32 3
YICBWTEELREEHE RTINS [31). I,
TOFICEEIE, # O FEEE & TR O =R A
B\ WEIICH B 720 Th S [32)].
2275 L, TR T, HoEEIcBIT
5 M DFGCEE O EE DR ST B 05, TEEEH
DR OFFTVREE DT I 22— 3 VICRITTEEIR
HHPIZENTW RV, F 2 TRIFRTIE, #HE O E
BEPDTI 2 —a Ny —r O WEEED
DIaZh—a vy —VOERFHLPICT LD
B OREOENICE LT I 2=y — Y — LoF KR
DAEBERET A, FATIFE T, M omSIcm L3
R =23 Y= VoOERIZOWT, —#EWIC, i
DHR AN A D TIZH L WA S A EmICH 5 2
EDMBNT WS [33), [34] A5, EEBEHREICIEA 7 1 AT
OMEII 2= —aryrbNnwid, 23227 —
Ta vy —VOFIRIRRIKE BT RS 5.

F72, HFOMEDBENILIAL VT =NV T I
r—varOZboEICOERT S, UL, MK ED
A2 T7+—<Na3Ial—3 a0, B0 AR BEGRRE
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FICEERBEE R (35 20 TH L. EEHBETIE,
72 23 74 ADFMTFTHRIZEL Tz L) MRk
HEDLIEINTERWVID, FEEEHENA 7+ —~ )3
2= =T a3 VICRIZTEBIL, M OmSIZEDb R
RRAEDENIL U CTER RN H L. b LHtHD
SV E DA v T+ —< a3 2= —3 3 YHIESY
BILLoTREHALTVAE 51T, ZHUEARBERD
HHALICEE T A RELETH L. LD T, K%
TlE, TEEEBHIZT, b Ouiv [ & T o 55 [
EDA YT = NVaAIas—arOELE FOER
RIS 5.

24 YVY—FIJIXFa>

DE%5F 2, RIFFECl, 8B WEOBRNEDS

LRI NANVAZRIZTHEEWHS2ICTAHIEEH

&L, FICHETEBROM O EFE & O 55\ [H

EEDIAI 2 —2a N F =V DOEWIZEH LA

¥ ¥4, BARMICIE, REFZETIE, UTOYY—F27 T A

Fa VAT 5.

e RQl:MHEDEVWREENDII -3 &fitE
DEVREENDII 2= — 3> TlE, EBHHET
FRT 232245 —3>Y—ILILEWEHBH?
/o, RMEICHEKETD EEIC, Z0OY—ILORERIC
EBEWEHBH?

e RQ2: EEZHHEAERT IRIZICHVT, MEDM
WEMEEREDBVWEEEDS > T4 —<J)LOa3I 1=
T—=a3 DEEICEWNEH B H?

e RQ3: HEEHHHNII 12— 3 /88— 214,
TEEEFEEED A > ZIAILZ (IHERPARER) OF
IEEEDESICEBET B H?

3. RE

KR T, EEHHREORBEHOII 2=r—2 3 »
NG — %, BRFORPFNZLEIC R AR EL TIE
RER 2 IERE IO L 72 CRUS S 5 720, #&Bat > 7) »
7 (experience sampling) [11] # G L7z, 72, FELH)
HOFERH & EfEtLORNREE 2 BT 572007 »
rF—bEERL, BBy T TET v — bOKREE
BRI VERCEFT L7200 VT TAAL VI Ea—
IR L7z, REFIEIL, FEEDVHRT 5 MO MEEAS
BEKRBROb &, 20204F 6 A6 7 JIZ»F TERM L
(A5 R02-008).

3.1 &

COVID-19 ORI 2 FATIC & » THEEE B * k%
CENLITREONEREY, A —FR—NH 7)) 7
736 w HWTHED . 7272, SHEEEDO L — L2t
L EOEBEERYRT A0, WEERIRY 2O, 55

403



BEAIEF =R NEE Vol.63 No.2 401-412 (Feb. 2022)

£ 1 HEZIEORNE
Table 1 Participant demographics.

ID B i A R 55 R
POl B 41-45 (egiibng H] IEiki‘S
P02 LM 2630 —fkHHE [ ¢ oG
P03 M 31-35 EEK 1-H] [F 5
P04 et 41-45  —fEHH A5 A5
P05 B 26-30 A A% (ki
P06 &M 56-60 I G| (ki
PO7 B 31-35 —fALE T [Eiki‘S
Po8 B 2630 —fktLE Al IEiki‘S
P09 B 31-35 [Egiilis T o
P10 &M 46-50  EEK A% A5
P11 B 3135 —#kttHE BT (ki
P12 B 26-30 —fHE [ ik
P13 HB¥ 2630 —fktLE kS [EikisS
P14 B 36-40  EHERK ki S ki3
P15 B 3640  EHLR i W
P16 B 2630 —#EHHE A A5
P17 B 46-50  EHLK T et

ETDLEHIIBO. ZOfRE, HADIT 2 9 tHofE
EE 1T (BE124, K5 4) BBIL, FEifd 20 K
o 50 THho7z (FR1). BINEIE, 20204E2 A0S 4
HECTOMMIZ, + 71 AEBEI»SEEHB BT L T
oL BIE1T%DH B, 9% (PO1-P09) 257 »/7r— b,
Wy T 7, A VT TAAL I 2 — DB E
L, BYo8s (P10-P17) 1, &EY > 7)) ¥ 7 & Bw»
AR (T — b A VT T AL I a2 —DAR) DS
ImzmEL 7.

3.2 AEFIE

¥, AEOMEZZH LRI, &£3nE 0, BiaE
fifo7ay s & —f#IAToTwb e (LT, 57—
L) OFTROZROE N [fir O FEgE (S SA)] &,
D MDD 7%\ [ OF g (W SA) ] 2IBELT
bhot. BB, HEBNMEDS SA, W S AITFHEYRH
izl L CH— A ERT, SME[MOS SA, WEA
TR N NEIRT. RIZ, ZMER, Bk TRELLES
SALEW SAHT BEIEIER (affective trust) [37],
TR MR R 02, IR AR D ZELIZ DWW T
Tyr—MIR&E L. FLTC, By 7Y TR
2% 9% (P01-P09) &, AHZS&EH F TOFH
OEfE S HET, 1 HIZ 3 DO (Far 11 B 1B,
P23, RS EE6RE) 12, Fyv v TS —
vary (LINE) 28U T, AY— M7+ 227y ¥ a@Al
BREL. BAIA Y=V, HiEO@EEs S BEF
THOSEALEWESALOBODAI 2=~ a v OFE
EFEOLEMH LI 2z r—Y a3y =), 72, i
E @A SHETTOS AL W EA L OB OMBLT
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BOFEmEZDLEEPH LTI r—vary =i
EERMDEMAPFFEEINTED, B @25 1R
P22 6 O RICREE Lz, [EICET 5 RRIEH 5
BTHoTz. wmEIL, TRTOSMEIL, ET4EEY —
VEHWTH1IKEROF Y4 04 v Ea =128l
oo BINEE, T bheA I -~ORNEE L
T3TH, &> 7)) v r7~ohEs L7 TH%
FHU- 7=,

3.3 F—aPRNEEHH

9, BMEIRIRL2S SAE W SAD, EBEIZH
W OTRVEE L VR TH D 2 L ZRERRT 4. [0l
HORA [29]] 1CED &, MR OBVERMEIE, HE LR
i, HEEE - BES, HENREEIC L o THEOITS
n, MAFOTGVFEMEE, HETIE RV, MOoKsIic
Lo THEHOIT 5N [38]. AWFZETIE, Mo s &5
W5 2HBIN LIRS LT [ZCmME] 2, E8iN%
L LC, BN ) EEVEEIT 2 [EIEN
fEHERE [37]) 2V 5.

RABROERERE © s Ol [ & s D F5 R I3
LB EHERE [37) # LT 5720, BINEE, 77—
MZBWT, 6 2OEMIEE (2&z21E, [HFEEDE LA
EBLAIZDVWTVObGhbE-oTw5 ], [ TR
WCIET L7728 EICHR—b2RDIWERS]) 2L, 7
R0 v — b REETHEZ L7z, it Oum\e [ &t
DGR I 2 BB EEICEDN D 5 212D TI,
LD B B t K THHT L 7.

TRERE @ ML O iR R & fLE O 59\ [FE O S
AT A 720, BNHEL, KB T L SIIBWT,
BT O@ 7 & A T TORMOA LD W T O MK
L, [awv] £723 ez | owgdhrchlg Lz, 5K
BHEE L LT, Yo 7Vg BE 15 ) 1Sk 5 238l
B 7z, M O 5R W [EEE & T O 55\ R OSSR EE
\ZHEBH LN OWTIE, MeDH b t ETHIT L7z,

DI2=245 =23 Y —ILOFRRR © 5O
EHEFDOFICEMEDO T I = — 2 3 Y — )VOFI AR
BT D720, BINEE, BBy 7 U Il Bn T,
J3a=F—Ta IR L-aIa=Fr—-2ary—
VIZDOWTHE L7z, BARIICIE, [0 LX) BREEE»S,
SEA (WEA) LR LY, 1H5HMELELY Lizh] &
WO BRI L, HEEETHE L. $, BEE,
MBI Lca3a=r—2ary = iZonTh
BL7z. BRI, T80 &) itk s, S EA (W
EA) I, BOOH->TWDL I ERBAELTWE I LR
RA70] LW BRI L, EEEETHE L. T
NOEMIZOWTD, MEORRFIE, EA—L, 1A
% bAvtrTx (Messenger, LINE % &), U754 4%
MY =, V=% AT 47T (Facebook, Instagram,
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Twitter %2 &), F—2 3 3I 2= —3 3 Y —)b (Slack,
Trello, Google Docs, Dropbox 7 &), ik, =0 (H
HHRLR) Tdh o 7z, Htar O si W [EE &R D55V R D 3
Ia= =3 Y = VORHIRIIZED S B 22O T
W, A ZHERE T L7z,

1274=3NVA3I2 25— 3> ) HEEHEIA ¥
T =N A3 a2 — a3 VIIRIZTELRRS -
O, ZMFE, 7o/ — MIBWT, [TEEEH O FEH
%T, SEA (WEA) EO—RIOMKEERIZED L S
] L BRI L, RO FERR & LBEHOE
MR ICOWTHE L7z, MEORREE, Fo72{hWw,
1A 720 540K, 1EH70 5450 E 10 40K, 1A
H720 10 45D E 30 4K, 1R$H720 30 470 E 1 BRI
i, 1AH7-0 1ERMUETH -7, FER MRS
DOWT, fEEEMBOFEM (Fhinr/Ehitk) &Mwoms
(§5 it /oty ) o R R & FER L 72,

MRS & N - RS2 MR & AL RITT
WEERRDL 20, BMFEL, Tor—MIBwT, [ES
HI o ThS, LFIIBWTIVHEE LS L) 10k
] b [HEBEHHICR > ThE, HFICBWTAL T K
LAE) I holeh] L) BMICH L, L8 % £t
THHEICOVT, ERENTEEOY) v 71— FRETH
B L7z, VR X OREEDSIEEEE * i 5% T
DB D WIIONTIE, HIEDH 5 t B THofr L.

AI>FTRALEE2— 1 4 ¥ ¥a—TIL, EEEHH
DT O [F & AT O 55\ [ & OBIRES LT &
FNANNVAIZED L) B e RITEBFT 5720,
BB EHBT AHRICBWT, E0 X9 IHEH DR
[ & AT O 5g R & 28 L Tz, F2EIER o
) DEACDOEFM E ZDHH, 25 IR AL
EZDEHREZ R § 5B 217572,

L5 a—thOEHFEIE, BIMEORZIZESVTIC
La—¥THESEN, oHozoicEsiRs L sh.
TERZLEINAZT—21E, 7—~0W T (thematic
analysis) [39] Z AV, FEHEALDOAHEIZLH->T, I—FB
LT =~ DR —T 2 ETHMEHRD B L.

4. DER

4.1 fBEDRS DR

112, M O\ EFE & D gV FE I B &Y
HIEEE DO MTH & ZRBEOFHOTRZRT. &b,
IS ETENE & 5T 5 72027z 6 DO ERMIEHE O
NIEEEHEIE T IcEmr o7z (20 v 8y 70 o B,
0.895 Tho7z) 720, FHEEHNT1ODIEEL LT
o7z, B, PO6 1L, S EAITKT L IEIERSIHEA W
SANTKTT B BIENETEE L ) KL, RUFZETOMETD
MEDEZRDP OV TWz720, MO S 272 RQ1L
& RQ2 IC D B 5 S RRAE L 72,
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Fig. 1 Box plots of the participants’ affective trust and fre-
quency of communication with their strong- and weak-

tie correspondents.

LR 5L
100% 100%

| 6% | o -
90% 90% 5 " RE

80% 80%
38%
70% 70% 30%

60%. 60%

s F-LIAZaZH—3avv—ib
B Y=YIATAT
EFFR#Y IV

1YREV AV EY T
30% 30%
20% 20% = EX—V

10% 2% 10% 3%

12% 11% = ZOf
0% 0%

EIEEH < 8 EIEE 7

HEIEK 124 HEIES 37

2 M OEVIEE L RO WEEDO T I 22— 3 YEEC
FH &Ny — VDR
Fig. 2 Ratios of tools used to communicate with strong- and

weak-tie correspondents for general purposes.

HIE O 5l [F) AR &AL 0D 55 W [ 46 0 S A RO A HE EE 125
WHDLNE)DERRDL 72DICE LoD d 5 t
ETIE, AEEV D LN (¢(15) = 7.69, p < 0.001,
r=0.89). TNHDKERIL, M DOREEEDTT A O
FIVEEE LD S IBIEN O RS AR o722 L ERLT
Wb,

s DB [F 5 & AL DO GG R D SRS IS E D D B
PED P RIRARDL IO FE R L 7RIEDH B t ET b
HEENRO LN (#(7) = 4.94, p <001, r =0.88).
C OFERIL, FEERY T V72 B VT, Mk O bR [
DI DT DTG EMEE L Y OB o 722 & 2R
LTwh,

D EDFERD S, REEICBWTSIMEBETRE LS &
Al W S AL, FEBICHT O FEE & A 055 R
ERLTWDEZEPHER I N,

4.2 A 1= -3V —ILOFIARKRE (RQ1)
12HO)V Y —F 27 2 AF a3 %, EEEHICBIT5a
Ia=r =23 rY = VOFMRIIZBWT, faronge
[Rl 58 & AT D FG R & D TEWDSH 25 Th - 7.
X 212, MAaromuEgEHFOFVEFEEDT I 2
== a YERICHHEN Y = VDR IRT . o
VLR OFSVERE DI I 2= — 3 VIEICH
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Fig. 3 Ratios of tools used to communicate with strong- and

weak-tie correspondents when seeking their help.
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Fig. 5 Changes in loneliness and anxiety associated with
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