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Quantitative Analysis of a Japanese Folkloristic Database:

A Statistical Overview
Kosuke Sato (BANDAI NAMCO Research Inc.)
Yo Nakawake (Kochi University of Technology, University of Oxford)

Abstract: With the rise of digital databases in the humanities and social sciences, new computational
approaches have appeared in folkloristics, known as ‘computational folkloristic’ or ‘quantitative folkloristic’. In
the present study, we quantitatively analysed ‘Folktales of Strange Phenomena and Yokai Database’, one of the
major databases on folklore in Japan. We analyzed the bibliographic information of the database. We visualized
the distribution of the materials and the major items by prefecture. Further, cluster analysis showed regional
characteristics of the distribution of ‘strange phenomena and yokais’. The prospects for future quantitative
analysis of the database were discussed.
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