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Analysis of the Stream Cipher ZUC-256 by Modular Difference

KEIGO HORIBE!'® FUKkANG Liu! TAKANORI IsoBeh23

Abstract: ZUC-256 is a stream cipher designed for 5G applications and is currently being under evalua-
tion for standardized algorithms in 5G mobile telecommunications. A feature of ZUC-256 is that the LFSR
(Linear Feedback Shift Register) is defined in GF(23! — 1), while the FSM (Finite State Machine) is defined
in GF(232). Recently, Babbage and Maximov proposed a distinguishing attack on 28-round ZUC-256 with
the XOR difference. We show that Babbage-Maximov’s attack can be improved with modular differences.
This is because in the round update function of ZUC-256, many additions modulo 231 — 1 are involved and
the modular difference linearly propagates through the modular addition. Moreover, by properly selecting
the input modular difference, we are able to slow down the propagation of the difference. Consequently, we
obtain a linear relation with a bias of 2743, which is in terms of the state word in LFSR after 28 rounds.
This improves the bias 271046 in Babbage-Maximov’s attack.

Keywords: stream cipher, ZUC-256, differential attack, modular difference

L BRI THREIN, ZUC T —27 ¥ 2 v TEET, REKNIZ3GPP
SA3 IZEWT LTE MM Iz A & 7z [1,2]. 2018 4F

ZUC-128 1%, LTE % v + vV —2 ® 3GPP Confidential- 1H, 3GPP 226D 5G D256 Ew htF 2T 4 LARJL
ity and Integrity Algorithms UEA3 & UIA3 OfZE#ED 2 DER P T 72012, ZUC-128 D 256 ¥ v R LT
V—ABEETH S, 2010 F£1C UEA3 & UIA3 OfEfir L ZUC-256 3R X N7z [3]. ZUC-128 & [H#E LT, ZUC-
256 DREEIZED ST, WY 2 — X X v+ — G

b EIRSK, University of Hyogo, Japan. I—FER T2 —ZADAEDP 256 Ly bDEF2V T4 LR
2 ELBFZEBAFRIEN B HOE SRS, National Institute of NMZEbETHHEIAT. ZUC-256 OREEIZ A = < 4T

Information and Communications Technology, Japan.

8 ENTRIZEBATEIE A RPEEIRIUEHS, PRESTO, Japan Science T3 ODMHFITINTED, #PIEZ RO LFSR(Linear
and Technology Agency, Japan. Feedback Shift Register) /&, FFE##EE%ZFED FSM(Finite

)  horibe.u.hyogo@gmail.com

© 2021 Information Processing Society of Japan —455—



R 1 KR XOHR

FEFIR YRSy Y B | TR
BEFEWSE [4] | 28 Round 1 _p-1046
EN e 28 Round 1_g-489

State Machine) &, ¥£7:, LFSRJE2 5 FSM Jgic¥ v b
% A3 728 @ BR(Bit Reorganization layer) JEMTEE S
%. —fIIC ZUC-256 I2BWTC, fEEE RO LFSR &
I 2 ARG GF(23! — 1) L TERIN TV DI
L, IEREELZ RS FSM B GF(23%%) LTE#RINTE
DR 729, A MY — ARSI 2 RN RARE R
EHR R 2. BEF OSSN T, FIilto433 5o
FD5% 28 57> KT 271046 DX g 7 278 Babbage &
Maximov IZ & D D% o TW3 [4]. Babbage H DK% [4]
T, L7 = — ZOBEBIZOWT T T v 7Ry 7 AW
BCThD, BEENRILY 5RDTEWA0,

ARFSLTE, L7 = =L, 22007 Fu—F%
FA\WT, Babbage & Maximov DIXENRETE S %
RT. 1 2OHD7 v —F1% XOR 5 Tld% {, Modular
ZNEAWS I THB. Modular Z2571% XOR 25 L Lt
L, Modular IE X WS ZBETTEDZRIETZ 2L
MTE 2. ZUC-256 NERIZIEZ Modular TNE»NH 2 729,
Modular 245 T3 % Z & T, ZUC-256 DNERD#=53%
IV bRV TBEIENTE, ZHDLEMD % XOR £
L TIMIZ 2 Z e 3 A[EECTH 5.

2 OHO 7 Fa—FI3NERME DR Z FIH L CEY s
MBIEHFICDH o7 E AND 2 TH D, BHYIRAE
AT AND 2 THERINETDF v LA XY b
EREXE, BREPEL 2 FSM BADZES DI Z
RZEeNTES. FHRLT, R1DXS1C28F7Y Y FD
ZUC-256 1Zxf LT Babbage ¥ Maximov @ 271946 X h 3
KER 24O DN 7 REFRA L.

TDONAT7RAERATH T, 210 OFtEREL 77—
X ETHHNL Y = — X DRI EDFIREL 712 5.

KX DHEBIZLIT D@D TH S, 2 ETIX ZUC-256
DG RT. BRI, &I ZUC-256 OBEE % 8t
AL 7z b &, Wity = —X, 2L TEHFD
ZUC-256 DFNTFIEICOWTRT. 3ETIHERFEL L
T, Modular 43 & A 175 O#EY)7GERICOVWTRT.
4 FETIX Modular 75 % FIH L 7z SETCOWTED L
NA T ADRERFEEZ R LIz LT 5 BETHEEZRT. &%
126 BTARZHiD < < 3.

2. ZUC-256 D{tik
S THbN BRI Y ZUC-256 DHIA% T 5.

2.1 K&
AT S RELITOWTHAT 3.

e BIX mod 22 DINETH 3.

o +l¥mod mod 23! —1 DIMATH 3.

o KIZ2B6Ey FTHD, K = (K Kso... Ko Ky Ko)
THiC.

o WIHARZ ML IVIZ184E Y FT,
IV = (IV4, IV, IV10, IV 16, IV1s. -+, IV1, V).
IV, iZ2OWT0<i<16E8ky M, 17<i<241Z%
6 £y hTHNK.

o B IXTEYY hOEKTH 3.

o KIF6AEY PARS Y FIZBIZEHEETH 3.

o || EEy rOEFEEIET.

o [IIE Y MR ODREMTH .

o ag BEH D15y FTHB.

o ap BWEHoOTH 1bEY NTH 3.

o Pr(a) i35t a DWERTH 5.

o XGF(p) DEHEETHS.

e a ' iFa-a =1 (mod 2)3 — 1 DREFRELDH 5.

o X[a:b|dXDabty FEH2HLOEY FHTH 5.

e ali]lFaDity FHTHS.

o ANaldAa=a®d ODREFZEDLD 5.

2.2 ZUC-256 HI&

ZUC-256 1%, 256 ¥y FOf K © 128 £ v b OHIHANR
ZMVIVEANELT, #BAMY —L IR EY—F
VREERTS. ZUC-256 DHIFAL Y = — X B EK 1
VRS . ZUC-256 ORGEIIRE K 731 T 3 2 0NEE I
NTED, BEMERDO LFSR B, IEENZF> FSM
B, LT, ZOMICLFSR @25 FSM EIZE Y b2 A
N27-90 BRBWFLET 5.

2.2.1 LFSR [E

LFSR @5 5 EICHHT 5. LFSR EAD 16 2Dl

(s15,814,** ,51,50) DRI EZUTORX (1) ©@EH T

H5.
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1 ZUC-256 O 7 = — X &%

so = Kol|do||Ka1|| K16

51 = Kil|dq||Kaza|| K17

59 = Kol|da||Ka3|| K18

s3 = K3l|d3||Ka4l| K19

54 = Kyl|dy||Kas|| Koo

ss = IVo||(ds |1V 17)[| K5[| K26

s6 = IV 1]|(dg|1V18)|| K6 || K27

s7 = IVo||(d, [TV 19)|| K7 || TV2

ss = Ks||(dg|IV20)|[TV5|[IV 11

s9 = Kol[(dg|IV21)[[IV12|[IV 4

s10 = 1Vs[|(dyo 1V 22)[ | K10 [ Kos

s11 = Kua||(dy; [IV23)[[ TV 6[[ IV 13

s12 = Kial[(d o[ IV 24) [TV 7|1V 14

s13 = K13||d13||[IV 15]|[IV g

s14 = K1al|(dy | (K1) )| TV 16/ [TV o

s15 = K15 (dys| (K1) 1 )| Ko Ko
ZZTO (Ka )k 3L Koy 1I0BWT, EfifdEy bTH
D, W (K31), T4y hTH%. LFSREHNTI,
496 £y F % 16 DD MIZITIFT (815, 514, , 51, 50) R

ALTW3S., Kt =0,1,--- TOWTDELE st 2T
22, t+1 2t DFLLOBBRIZLLTOR (2) £512k 3.

W = (Xo® R{") + RY
sgt;l) =(W>1)@B2'. Si? +217. s&? )
+ 9221, s%) +2%0. s(;) ®

+(1+28) s

s iconT, RIC0TH2IEE, Hidp bk, 20
oL VFLTORK (3) £725

t+1 t+1 t+1 t+1
(S§4 )7353 )7Sg )73(() )) (3)
1) (¢ 1) (¢
= (s}3, 47,58, s
2.2.2 BR[E

BR B, LFSRE L FSM JEO##w/ECTH 5. LFSR JE
M5 1288y PERDHL, 40032y hY—FTH
% Xo, X1, X2, X3 Z%BKT 2. RNFLLTOA 4) T
H5.

Xo = s15m||514L

X1 = surl|som

X9 = 57L||55H

X3 = sa||0m
2.2.3 FSM B

XEYV=ELT, 220032y bTHH Ry, Ry %Xl,
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wy =R @\ X,
W, = R 8 X,
RV = S(Ly(WiL||Wan))
(t4+1) _
Ry = S(La(War||[Wim))

Q)

ZZT, Si&, S=(S,51,52,53) D4DODIiH 8w b
D S-box THYH, Ly, L X2 2D GF(2%2) DIFEEHLT
H5.
2.2.4 LT T — X DIE

ML 2 —X1E32+1=33 v FHDH, 0<t <3l
D32T7V7YFOZBOEHIILLTDOLS TS,

e LFSR B

W = (X, R{")ym R
S5V = (> 1827 s 427 s
4921 'Sgto) 4920 8(7t) +(1+ 28) . S(()t)

t+1 t+1 t+1 t+1 1) (¢ t) (¢
(5§4 )75§3 )7"'5g )75(() )):(555375§41)""85)75§)
e BR B
Xo = 5§5H||5§4L
X1 = 3§1L||5t9H
Xy = sty |lssu’
X3 = StzLHng
e FSM &

W, =RYEX,
W, = RY) B8 X,
R{HY = S(Ly(WiL||Wan))
RY™Y = S(La(War||Win))
t=32 DFXBEOEHNILULTDOLI K S.
e LFSR JE
S =21 2
4921 'Sgto) 4920 8(7t) +(1+ 28) . S(()t)

(357 st s ) = (69 s s )

e BR/H
Xo = sispllsiar
X1 = siyllson
Xo = st |Is5m
X3 = syrllsom
e FSM /&

)
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wy =R @ X,

W, =RV B X,
RY™Y = S(Ly(WiL||Wan))
R = S(Lo(War|[Win))

ZDXIHRK TV Rt o >~ K e R, LFSR 8
TO W DU X7,

2.3 BIfED ZUC-256 DEFFE

BEF O fEMTHSE SR ¥ L CTiE, Babbage ¥ Maximov 12 & D
WAL 7 = — XD 28 BLzxts 2 XOR 5% FW 7231
BPREREINTVE. ZOWREETE, ¥ty 2 —X% 7
Fv 7Ry 7T, BEINIZXOREZGEZ AL,
WHT (Walsh-Hadamard Transform) % | L CTHEFENIC
BWVIELIANA 722 BOF T FIETH S.

AL 7 = —izBVT, R (3) &b, t 7V ¥ FRIC
LFSR BD s15 ICKEREDHROD - 12121, ZDED
Ft+15 7Y FIED 0 iIZdBNDE. XoT, s15 20
TN, TELZRIZLDIVYRTEIRZDHENAT A
ZH5.

1255y bD Key ¥y MZXOR EZ5ZEEL,
(Key, IV) E#HHELT, t=1,2,--- 9V ¥ FD ZUC-256
DU T = — 2%y T2l —vav L, Aslt) = s e’
D31y FDOZERILHH ADWY BT S, L, T
RTD (key, IV) 2 # 5 DZIERIA 0 5 = D RATRET H
3. 22T, LToRES51231 vy FOZXotsti ADW
ZHoT, RoNA FVEMERKRT 2280 TES.

Pr{L-AGY = st @ s) =1} = (1 - W(ADY) )2

T, L3y rofE~R 2, W(ADW), &
LZBIT %51 AD® © WHT OETH 5. RWiRE~
227 L%ZRDF%729121%, 91 ADY @ WHT %#&t5
& O(31-23Y) THS L, O(23) TARZ MLZL—TL
T, HHEARAL 2 2IEETD L2 Ao UE v, A
A T7AN271 DFE, UTORE LTEL 2B TES.

PriL-AGH =5 @sl) = 1}~ 270
F72, UToRZHE, N4 72088 S el
T5.

N 2 22q+4

NA T APHHEREZDDIZOWT, IhZEBL DY I
ZINELTHHEZITS. ZO/RE, £3359FD5b
287 FT 27046 DS 7 ZAMFERINTWVWES,
3. RB’EFE

RETIW, 22007 v—F& LT, ¥3 Modular 277
IZDOWT, XOR ESE DEWVWERT. 20Kk, NG
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DOREERFIH U CEYIRAIEICSMIT B - 727257 DFRIC
DWT/RT.

3.1 Modular Z53DEA

Modular 747 ¥ XOR Z7DEWZ AT 5. BRI
i, a+bEWVWIEHEICOVWTEZS. a D XOR EH%
Aa=0xl, Ab=0x1 2$%. 22T, UTORIHERK
M URASR

a+b=(a® Aa)+ (bd AD)

L2L, 22T (al0] =0,000]=1) RET 2 &, MEIX
mod 231 — 1 TH 27, UTOXDD D

(a®0xl) —a=2°
(b®0xl) —b=23—1-20

Z AU, (a[0],b[0]) DSMFT (a®Aa)+(bBAL) = a+2°4(b+
221 -1-20 =a+bTH 279, a+b = (a®Aa)+ (bdAD)
DHER | THOLT 5.

L, EEL o Modular Z BB LTWS,. 22
T, GF(23' — 1) ® Modular 25722\ TC, (d',a) O
Modular 257 % da £ §5%. a+b 2 WOEEEEZ 3 &,
Sa+b=0DLE, (a+da)+ (b+db)=a+bdRTHE
TS 5.

ZOZehb, XORZETF a+b DEDSHTIHHHEI N
BLIERST, Fv Y EATELDE I DR (a,b) DEE
DIEIZRIET 2 DI L, Modular Z733 a ¥ b IZELD
X, a+bDEITHER I TFYy LN TEIENTES.

3.2 ANESDOBERER

Modular 243 (L&, #5025 3) 2 AT 250D
W, FEZERL, FSM BOHENR WX S 2GS
B TEDIIEBOEMZS. K1 ED, 5755 51512
EREAND Y, WS RTFSM BIZEDTDHERE
25, XoT, sep KEFTZANDZLTFSMBIZL3
OB ERTZ N TES. LrL, ZOFEFTIX
359 RRIC 515 ICEDHBTTES. ZOEFEITHH
T2 s WETEAND. LEDZ RS, s¢r & 59
WCEDEAND Z2IZT .

ZREM D LFSR BNDEDIZOWTEZ S, Kt 128
W, 89 & s WCEDDDHZL TS, ZOKE, sy 8 56 DFE
grdiffo,(t), diff, (t)FK(3) &b 27V FMRTODE
FELLT DL STk 5.

diffo,(t+2)=diff,(t)
diffq,(t+2)=dif f(t)
F/2, XDF7 v Y RFiERX (2) KO LUToBGRR2H 5.
diffg, (t+3) =22 diff, (t+2)

. (6)
+(1+2 )~dsz50(t—|—2)

S150)514L | X0 5111 [ Sorr | X1 s7r| S50 | Xo

<<< 16 |

R D

K 2 FSM EDZES5H
FeHdr, UTOR (7)1 %.

diffsw (t + 3) = 220 : diffSG (t)
+(142°%) - dif f, ()

ZZT, dif f,, (t+3) DfEA 017%4uUL, X (3) £t
DPBEHL TV o, LFSR BTO s 05 %2HIKT 3
TEHTES.

4. BEAE

RETE, ZDOBERFECOVWTHERDOEEERT.
ZD%, FTHol-EREATIE L, N T ARHERT
5. ZFOREBAEIIOVTRT.

4.1 EROREFARE

P DIRBR TR DO W TR DKM O W T EAENICE
A%, FFE LT, MIETRLEKIICSf,, (t+3) OfE
BOWREBENUERW. Thhr6 XD XS IEZE 0T 5 0E
HIICHIAL T L. BIETOR (7) 1IK2WT, diff,, (1),
diff, (1) #ZRENX, 2 v $2L, DFOMEGR (8)
Pl a2 RO 5.

2202 4+ (14+2%)- X =0 (8)

a DFERIZOVWTIE, 0<a <14 DFHTITS. T,
FSM B D750 IZOWTK 2 1R T. REDEFH72E5
WHDHEMTH 5. 2 TlX, FSM JE®D Ry I2E0% A
W=Dz, R (4) D Xy DD 5 ITIEEDE AN
oLt any. 22T, K (3) &b s =4
THBEDT, ZHDH B 56 122WT sy TERL, ser 12
EGPARIUT IV, WZIZ0< o< 14 0HEHFTRITH
Biokw, () IXGF(p) THZDT, R (9) ICiE =i
ABIEMTES.

X={p-(2*-29} 1+2%7" 9)

ZIZTC, XD16Ey bEAS 22y FHTH S X[16: 22
WHEHTS. (1) TD s iZBVWT, 16y FEPS 22
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dif f[0]

2.‘}1

dif fl0] & --- @ dif f[30]

L1

dif f[0]

27 . 28 . 28 ° 28 °

dif fl0] & --- & dif f[6]
515[0] ~ 515[6]

515[7) ~ s15[14] 515[15] ~ 515(22]515[23] ~ 515[30]

3 FIHEZEELER

vy FHEFNZdTHD, EBTH27DICETIIBTHF
LRV, W2 X[16 : 22] DfElX 0x00 2> 0xTF 1272 5.

X|[16 : 22] = 000 0000 or 111 1111 (10)

ZOR (10) DEHFDIEEBLTa Z/ETS. 2L T, X,
24 2OV T, J_iﬁ( )T@ S92, Sg D OHED AN ED T TRE
T5.

4.2 NA1T7ADERFE

BRI TROTLENZEEANTE LT, (Key,IV) D
2O0%HBEL, 1377V FD 515 DEDSDOMERERD 5.
ZFIMONAL T RAERDB. T2, 137U KD 515 DE
5 DOHERE TN B B OWRTIEICOVTHRT.

BROE N & LR, 1B IR DH 5 200)?}@
LIRS F AR AN LTS, BT 2 — 2T s s
DEDdiff, D3y FERTWL. RELUTD LI
%5,

diffo =52 = 50

diff, =s) - s

diffy =5 — st
ZLT, 7 diff, D31 EY MZOWTHE Y F DA
EbEEEZ, HAEHLED XOR 20127 2 @ E R~

ERZ2RD 2. HlziE, Oy r 10y FDFETHN
E, UTok5unReizs.

counter 1

N —p*?
Z ZTD counter 1 X 01X 2 TH D, APKE=WEIE
FEANL TADBKREL BOWERE RS, ¥/, &Y bD
HAGDEEEZ 2K, M3DX51C1 207 -7 1Tk
FHEEAD WHT[4] 25 &, O(31 x 231) TIFE KD

Pr(diff[9) & dif f [10] = 0) =

®2 ak X OMR

@ X X[16 : 22]
0 | Ox700FEOLF | 000 1111
1 | 0x601FCO3F | 001 1111
2 | O0x403F807F | 011 1111
3 | Ox007FOOFF | 111 1111
4 | OxOOFEOIFE | 111 1110
5 | 0x01FCO3FC | 111 1100
6 | 0x03F807F8 | 111 1000
7 | 0x07FOOFFO | 111 0000
8 | OxOFEOIFEO | 110 0000
9 | 0xIFCO3FCO | 100 0000
10 | 0x3F807F80 | 000 0000
11 | 0x7FOOFF00 | 000 0000
12 | OXx7TEOLIFEOL | 000 0001
13 | 0x7CO3FCO03 | 000 0011
14 | 0x7807F807 | 000 0111

Db, koT, T—TNEADICTSE. Zh&D, R (5)
D S-box IZDOWTEET % S-box DEAEHIRT 2 Z AT
%3,

5. R

5.1 EDOFRER

RIETRD AT H 5 2T ITOVT a T EITKD T
. EZHORRTRDZat X EXDI6EY b5 22
Yy b THB X[16:22] 2R 2I1TRT. K21ZOVWT, X
D16y b5 22 By M2 0x00 2 0x7F TH 5 o 1 3,
10, 11 DFFTH 3. ZIHh6HK alZo0WT, #HDOANE

2N () »oHETS.
(1) a =3 Dkt
X =22+ +2+ 2"+ +2°

:(223 _ 216) 4 (28 _ 20)

:(223 _ 216) + (216 L 28) _ 90

—923 4 (215 _ _ 28) _ 90
K5[0] = 0, AK, = 0x01

<1 Koz = 0xFF, AKy3 = 0xFF
K15[0] = 1, AK 3 = 0x01

20 =23
< Ko7[3] = 0, AKo7 = 0x08

(2) a =10 DI

— 460 —



X =(220 4. 428y 4 (21 4. 4 2T
:(229+...+223)+(214+_”+28)+27
Ky = 0x00, AKy = 0x7F
4 Koz = 0x00, AKos = 0x7F
K15[7) = 0, AK 5 = 0x80
2% =210
«Ks[2] = 0, AKg = 0x04

(3) a=11 DI

X =2+ - +22) + (2 + .- 425

K2 = OXOO, AKQ = 0xFE
~
Koz = 0x00, AKy3 = OxFF

9 :211
(—>K6 [3} = 0, AK@ = 0x08

5.2 NAT7ADEERER

51 TRULEEDEZHWT, N =22 T4 7 2ADHER
TV, a=3 DRICHRDINA T ABKELZD, ITD
E% 157,

Pr(diff 23] @diff[24] =0) = %-—2*439

BEFIRSE [4) s T 2 e R 1D L5175, 24U [4] T
D2 WA PN TFZEDHREONL T RERD. KE
WAL 7RIS Z 2k o T, Modular %5 % FVW3 2
YTEDREBANALATARRADT B IENTEL LAY
Mmooz,

NA T AH b DR OB R E R Ry 7 — & &
F4x (0)’ THBIEDBAILATVS [5]. WwRIT, 21078
DFHERY 7F— X B THAIETHETDH 2.

6. HHDOIC

AHFFE T NSRS ORI 2 FIH U Tl 2 h @ i 5k
12 - 7= Modular 250 % A3 Z & THERINZESTDF v
VENARY N EREXE, ZoORRERIRLE. 20
FER, 28 7 ¥ RO ZUC-256 IR L TH#NZ Modular 7
DERDOITZIENTE, N = 22° OFERFHEH T 27439
2V BEFEDOIED XOR 227 TRDIANA TR TH S
271046 T h REBRANL T RAERRA L. £, ZONAL T
ZEFAL, 2197 OFtHE L 7 — X & TN 6
TH5.
it

AWFZEE JST X &H0F (JPMJIPR2031) & RHFE HAE
(B19H02141) OBz 2Z372bDTH 5.

BEXH

[1]

2]

3]

[4]

[5]
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