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A Conversation Support Method for Second Language Learners
by Applying the Lombard Effect

WANG Luxi™! KENTARO TAKASHIMAT!  KazusHI NISHIMOTO'!

Abstract: With the process of globalization, the opportunities of studying abroad have been increased. It is often difficult for
foreign students to talk with the people of the local country in the language of the country. One of the reasons of the difficulty is
that when people speak their mother tongue, they unconsciously speak at a very fast speed in small voice. Therefore, we propose
a method that applies the Lombard effect to solve this problem: by making native speakers listen to noise when they speak, we
attempt to make them speak slowly and louder. Although it is already known that people speak louder while listening to noise, our
experiment additionally revealed that people speak slowly while listening to noise, which had not been known. We conducted
experiments in which we applied our method to conversations by conversation in Japanese by Chinese students and Japanese
students. As a result, it was shown that it became easy for the Chinese students to listen to the Japanese students’ speaking.
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