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Design and Implementation of Kernel Address Isolation for Container

Hirok1 Kuzuno'® TOSHIHIRO YAMAUCHI?

Abstract: Operating system kernel provides the virtualization and the container technology support the
cloud service to create multiple environments on the one physical computer. The virtual machine process
or the container process store their management data on the kernel memory region. Recent software-based
cache side-channel attacks target CPU and MMU caches to speculate the data on the protected memory
region belongs to kernel. To tackle with side-channel, kernel page table isolation separates virtual address
space for user mode and kernel mode. The address space isolation also supports the multiple page tables for
dedicated feature (e.g., virtualization). In this paper, we provide a novel kernel virtual address space isolation
mechanism for the kernel data of container process to reduce the attack surface of the cache side-channel.
Our mechanism is realized to the latest Linux that can protect the actual side-channel attack and indicates
better overhead performance at the evaluation.
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(a) Side channel attack targets caches
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(b) Flush + Reload attack
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(c) Foreshadow (L1TF) attack

Virtual address space

Page table entry (PTE) Physical address space
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space |'Dummy data 4026000 7
| DRAM (Physical memory) I User Victim’s g Ox7badb
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| D Attacker’'s memory, cache D Victim’s memory, cache Y

X 2

| grep -i dummy_data 16. // container execute
17.$ ./container cat
18.parent pid: 2403
19.child pid: 2404

1. $ cat /boot/System.map-"uname -r*
2. fiffffff82b8c3b0 B dummy_data01
3. § sudo cat /proc/iomem | grep 'Kemnel code'

4. 01000000-01e00efc : Kemel code

5. $ cat /boot/System.map-"uname -r° | grep -i _stext
6. fiffffff81000000 T _stext 20.// container log

21.[ 411.921574] pid: monitor process 2403
7. /I dummy data physical address calculation 22.[ 411.925962] pid: monitoring process 2404
8. fiffffff82b8c3b0 - ffffffff81000000 = 1b8c3b0
9. 1b8c3b0 + 01000000 = 2b8c3b0 Oxffff88847c90a900

24. // PoC execution after container boot
25.$ sudo ./doit 0x2b8c3b0 0x400

10.// PoC execution before container boot

11.5 sudo ./doit 0x2b8c3b0 0x400

12.Looking for the PTE for VA 0x7f0f09dff000 in RAM...
13.0ur PTE now mapped. Value: 7badbee225
14.Dumping from VA 0x7f0f09dff3a0

15.00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00

27.0ur PTE now mapped. Value: 7badbee225
28.Dumping from VA 0x7fda4026e3a0
29.00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 a9 90 7¢ 84 88 ff ff
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K 8 1Zmd. EEFXNTOHN— 2V OMEGIREER” I, A, FERRE D RN U 2 5
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1. $ cat /boot/System.map-'uname -r | grep -i cpt_data 12. // container execute
2. fiffffff82b780a8 B cpt_data01 13.$ Jcontainer cat
14.parent pid: 2442

3. // cpt data physical address calculation 15.child pid: 2443

4. fifffffi82b780a0 - ffffffff81000000 = 1b780a0

5. 1b780a0 + 01000000 = 278020 16 container log

17.[ 622.160945] pid: monitor process 2442

18.[ 622.165011] pid: monitoring process 2443

19.[ 622.165033] cpt data01 1st virtual address (pB):
Oxffif88847¢90af00

6. // PoC execution before container boot

7. $ sudo ./doit 0x2b780a0 0x400

8. Looking for the PTE for VA 0x7f78a6c0b000 in RAM...
9. Our PTE now mapped. Value: 7badbee225
10.Dumping from VA 0x7f78a6c0b0a0

11.00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00

20. /I PoC execution after container boot
21.$ sudo ./doit 0x2b780a0 0x400

23.0ur PTE now mapped. Value: 7badbee225

24.Dumping from VA 0x7fda4026e3a0
25.01 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00

9 REFEIZEBY A NF v 2 VHE LoD 7
=1 REFEEZHEH L Linux 28T 54—~y F (us)

22.Looking for the PTE for VA 0x7fda4026e000 in RAM...

System call Vanilla kernel Our kernel Overhead
fork+/bin/sh 525.088 562.496 37.408
fork+execve 135.527 152.326 16.799
fork+exit 123.938 139.665 15.727
open/close 2.985 3.041 0.056
write 0.222 0.249 0.027
read 0.263 0.294 0.031
stat 1.008 1.051 0.043
fstat 0.285 0.311 0.026

IV OREELREMICUIE A%, h— RV Z T 5.
4.6.4 BRANRDAN—RIVEEEE

AVFFOR=VF—=TNICiEEINE =3V TR
FarvsFTuvA0MMET SV AT AT VEKE L,
H—=FNT—&IE, 3T FIZBT % namespace 7% & &R
EET — X & KANT D nsproxy MEERIZEET 21ER, &5
Nz cgroup DEJFHIM T — R 24T 5 cgroup_subsys
MGz BT 5l e 7 5.

5. M@

5.1 DB & FHERE
AR BT BFMOEN & NEEATIZRT.

(B 1) BRI — 3L T — X OHIHIEER
REFEOBEHABD I —FNVIZT, SEENSROD
H—FIVEREIZ 2 Y T EEEfREL, a2V T
F T AD =3IV T — R % R AT HE A FLA.

(BEAi 2) A — N~ AR

RETEOBEHED I —FNIZT, avTF 70
E¥AETRYFI—=IV T MY 2T ZEESH,

VAT LA VEFROF =Ny R ERGE.
i 1= 12 CPU IntelR) Core(TM) i7-7700HQ
(2.80GHz, 4 2 7 ), Memory 16 GBytes % fii X 7=
A2 A, OS & Debian 9.0 (Linux Kernel 5.0.0,
x86.64) & L7z, REFIEDFEHE % Linux kernel 5.0.0 (2
TV, A1 EOT7 74 MZBWT, 2,794 FTTEBR LK. £
7z, Foreshadow ¥4 FF ¥ 2 VIHEIZ PoC 32— K [15] &
AW, KEOAEMLD-®, PTE inversion (X% & U 7=,

5.2 SDBRKRHN—FILT—9 OFIEHER

BRI, DEENRON—FIVERER 2V T EREE L,
WERRIZI VT F SO AOEFRICERT 57— %
NTF—RE U7, Root EFRIZ TR Yo+ A& LT PoC
a— N2FET, 1—FNVTF—XOHENERE2HE T 5.

REFIEIZE S PoC I — R [15] K3 2 BUERS IEKRF D
OJ%E 912K Y. 2.2.1 #iD PoC I— RN Z S
FIZ1FEPS 5FHEICT, avyFF 7 a A0FNMT S
A=) T —& cpt_data DELEINBRIET FL A0
WELY R L X 2b780a0 DREEZIT> T W5, TITHIZTK
B0 AL U TPCI—FNENHLUTYHET RLAAD
WEEZTW, 11THICTHNTE 5EIEZRWI & 2R
TE%. 1B3f7HIZC, avFF oA zE#hsws. Z
DB, EFEZBEHA L 20—V TIE, RHEHEEDR—
VF =T WX %, =3IV T —& cpt_data &g
& L, kmalloc % FIH U THEL U 73l Bk DT N L
AEMMT S, 197HIZT, EBEOHRET KL ADHEIX
Oxfff£88847c90af00 LR TE 5. 211THITT, FHEK
B0 AL LU TPCI—NEFETL, WHET RLAA
DRERITHN, 25FTHTH—F VT — X DHERNT KL
TWBHI L2l TE 5.

5.3 F—/3~v REEAH

REFEOEARHED Linux kernel KT3I ¥ FFAT 1
AL LUTRYFI—2Y 7 MY 7 lmbench % ZN%
N 15 EFETL, FEHEEI S A — NNy REREH L.

PGSR %2 2 112”7, Imbench 2B EY AT L I—
JUIE 1800, fork+/bin/sh 1& 54 [8], fork+execve (% 4
[o], fork+exit (% 2 [7], open/close (&2 [, 8LV, £D
il 1ETHs. X126, REFEZHEMALEZaVT
THTBEZIZBWT, ROPEEZIT VAT LI
I fork+exit (7.864 us), BmHDLRNA —"N~Ny Nid write
(0.027 ps) TH5. MEFHRIZIDBVATFLI=I 110D
720 DA =8~ R 0.027 us 5 7.864 us 72> 7=.

6. ER

6.1 FTfICHT 2ER

FEfiFE IR & D, BEFEEZEH LA — 2RI TIE, PoC
A—RFEFHELEZEER 0 AR50 CPULL Fyvya
W24 RF ¥ 2VKHEORILOFEHZMR L. £
7z, MEFEONMNSE Uizary T HieE, BrUtay
TF7u R ZADOEHEICT L, BEORNT & EHERL .
AVFF I ADH—RIVTF—ROWHNIIRETH 5 Z
EMS, =2 NVEREER—V T —TIVEATHHET S Z
&T, PoC a—FK [15] DM % PTE » 5 D&%z
E, YT N F Y RAVOBEEBHMTELEFZO5N5.
BETHEOMREFMTIX, lmbench 2B} 5 ¥ AT A
A= NVEDLA ="~y R LT, avFFHEEIIBEWT
1%, 0.027 ps 2o 7.864 pus Z U7z, Imbench 13 A7 A
I—VFATIT 0 B RREFH 21T 5 720, REFIETIK
NG E T BT F TR ANRSDY AT LT —)LIE
WL, oz, A—FIVRAZ & UTHEY S — 3 IVERE
DUEZITIEE, R—=VTF—T7NVOYBEINHEL, WM
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RIS 2 2EZX 55, £72, fork ® exit &, 2
VTFRET T AERPEEEZES VAT LI —LT
1, FICRRERBED R— VT — T IV DR & RBULE %
5720, AMPELSRBLEEZEZITWVWS,

Sk, REFIERIZEIDZEEX Yy vV a~OEE, BLU
DY A R F ¥ RUADHEHEIZ DOWTHE L, Web 77
VIr—ya v EREOBWY 7 vy o T REIfEX R
BROMRERI 2175 FETH 5.

6.2 REFEDHIR

BETFERZFEHTZIIHILD, R=VUTF—TILOYEZ,
725 CIZYIERIBICB W T RO 71— 3 VIR % EH
HHEXE272DDMIEBBETH Y, FEENRETEH—
FOVESEE D BN IZ A — N w RIZRnNd 5.

A=) OMAEEEZEM 2 ST 27280, EHEO—Y
F=TNEN U=V T —ZDR VY TN L 42 5.
I —FIVEEEZR Y 1 N F v XIVIREN S IRFET 51
i, DERRLIREN—FIVT—X, BIUOEETS
H—FIF—=REEH L, H—FI)OREEEZM Db
BOLEET B LD ICHEE, BLUERTIBLENDHS.

6.3 THERTREM:

REFEOM OS ~OBMAFEME LT, Linux KPTI
L AEDREEE % FreeBSD [16] , 3 & UF Windows [17] i
FEEHLTED, Zho6d 0SS TiE, A=V A¥iZT
R=TTF—TNEHZIZEBATEII L CTREF L L HEA
AHETHDEEZTWS. £z, OT—FFI7F v AD
MHEAREME 2 LT, ARM IZH\WTIlE, Translation Table
Base Registers (TTBRO/TTBR1) 2k b, Yut=R, &
FOH — 2OV O FELTREC R FH o] e 22 W) B Fl i 22 M D #ii b %
HIFIRETH 5 [18]. MEFIHEIIBWTEH I — K IVEkEEE
IZ TTBRs 2 #4232 & TEEHOWREMIZH 5.

7. BEEIRRE

VIMDITICERHY A R Fv RILKE

VIMIzTIZE2Y A1 RF ¥ 2IVHBIEZZHERESI N
THD [19], A EVEELREED CPU 4 DA Rz
AL, REI R Z #EHIT 5 F [10], [14], [20],
72 5 ONZ Meltdown, Spectre ¥ Foreshadow 7 & CPU D
BEITEY 7 b 2 TREZFHL, CPU » MMU ©
FREF vy Y anDOBENERINTWS (1], 2], 3], [4].
A RF ¥ RIVEHBEADHEFEMEE L TONER

YA FF v 2IVBEADOMFHMELE LT, CPU, h—
b, ROIZ I VN TR ETTHEREMAEAINS.
CPU T, ¥4 270a—KOEHITHH 21). 51— %
WV, 75 NZ 3 VN1 Z T, Meltdown (2% L, KPTI
[5] 1T & 22— DOARZRZEM & 77— 2 )L O AR R R aE
MDR—T 5 — T HERERS [22], Spectre (2L, CPU

DIEBEEITIZ & 2 EFATEEEAT~ORFEM 2 — K [23] 8
HAXI N7z, F7z, Foreshadow 1Zxf L, PTE invertion T
D7 a v A OBENE 6], L1 Fv v anffifbic &
AR~ Y VI DOBUESE (7] AEAI NI
FruvTanEIlLBY A RF v RIVEERK

YA RF vy IIVEBADNEL LT, KBETOE2ANS
SRR T v v ¥ 2RO EEFEI REINT VS,
STEALTHMEM T3, R~ v XIC kB~
VHEAITO CPU 2 7H]24TiZ & % Last level cache (LLC)
DB ORI %217 > [24]. SecDCP Tl, ot AH
MTOFZR LLC 31 XOFEE A LT\ 5 [25)].
CATalyst Ti&, Intel Cache Allocation Technology (Z &
D LLCIZF a7HEEZHAEL, REY VY ADR—Y
Y TEEBRLTWS [26). £72, DAWG Ti%, CPU 2
7, BXUOFvyvvar—kEM&LTL, T/ RAATE
HilfHT 2EEZIEEL TV 5 [27).
CPU DS #MIETHIEIC L 24 R F v+ RILKHERE

YA R F v 2IVOREFEHFEE U T, InvisiSpec T,
CPU D&M FE T a DMK, a0 ETEIZILU,
T— REROSEA G2 HIMHT D7D — RNy 7 7
ZMETL T3 [28], SafeSpec T, L1Fr¥viab &
O Translation Lookaside Buffer (TLB) ~D 5 — X &k %
PRGN EATIA T £ ORI 2l 2 I L T\ 5 [29).
A—RNICB T2 YA FF v RIIVIHENER

AST T, A — )V O RAEEIEZEM D S KA L EE
R—=YF =T NVHEATDHEE [8], Process-local memory
TlE, WE B ZADATI—F N OIAEGEZAER O — %
ZWEARE L § 5 R—VEM T [30], 7z, Core Scheduling
TIE, W& - KWL 70t AD[E— CPU 37 TOEFTHE
WEZ Y a—1) v [31] #EB{LTW5. Safehidden T
&, TLB B v b I AR, H—x)VOMAEGRZER Lo —
INVT—RAEEDHET VA3 AMbEREEL TV [32).
RO & D8R

REFEIA—=FNVVAYIIBIIEY A RF v 2IVIRE
BHIZE > TS, Y1 FF v IIVBBIIEHL 1Y TD
MNRPBBELEZTBY, "— NV =72 IEHAL
¥ ¥ v ¥ arEIEA, S 0N CPU O#RE FEAT I T
DR ETNIG U 72T — X SR S #EE & I3 A1 T RE
EVWZD. H—RNIBITEAKD S B, ASL AL
BETHD KVM OA—3VI—FK, BLXFI—F VT =X
D HI1— 3V ORMGEEZEM P S O MEITS . REFIE
EEATHO A —FOVEEEEITINZ, 70 2 A58 A RE Rk
Fcho, KOPHAMEEETSEEZATVWS. £72, Linux
NOEBMEDOBIEA S, ASI L HEEEL, S#OfEHED
HWRE A ZBE LT 5.

8. BHYIC

ARETHE, ¥4 RF v 2VHEHEE LT, FEDOD—
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FIVBEREIZ R—Y T — TR AR, 71— )V O AHGIRZE
Mz DM T -7 ¥ o) 7« B2 IR, ML 7.
RBET 2 5T EEOMEMEL LT, Linux © 3
VIFFEEBRIZET A — RO R B LUOTF—XONHEE
FHU., &z, FMlie LT, BETEOESEL H—%
NVEIENDERED 2D, EBEOY A1 R F ¥ 3 IV
£33V ST ADRHT BN —HNT —RDRIES
TRZBHIETATREZR Z & 2 HEFR L, A — N~ Nz T, &~
AT L 3= )VEOAMIZERK 7.864 us I L &R U7,
BEE  ARWIEO I, JSPS B E JP19H04109 DB
BEZIIEEDTY.
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