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An Accurate Network Delay Measurement Method Using Low-Cost
GPS System and Time Synchronization Protocol

Abstract: Measuring network delay is one of the important quality indicators in high-speed and large-
capacity communication systems. The existing delay measurement methods using simple round-trip time or
using delay measurement protocols have some technical and cost issues in terms of accurate one-way delay
measurement. In this paper, we propose a measurement system using a simple GPS module and a method for
measuring network delay using NTP protocol. We also show the capability of our system and measurement
method to measure one-way delay in commercial networks with no need for expensive instruments.
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ERoTETWS. GPS ZFHTIUI 1L <4 7 afdREED
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REZR) fEE D NTP #— N2 ERTE, 3 CIEAD NTP
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P&ty b7 —212BWT RIT I & 3 HIENFEM X h
TE7z (1], [15], [16]. £72, TOESZRIT 2ty U —
27 @ Quality of Service (QoS) HIE WCHIH T 2 W5% H 1EFE
WZAThbRTE 72 [9], [13].

RTT #IE!13 Internet Control Message Protocol (ICMP)
@ Echo Request/Echo Reply X vt —3 (Wb@ 3 ping)
PRAT2EMTE, ZLAZDR Y F7—272ES OS
Tping Y K- b XNTWBZ 25, LHILTORERIEH
FEL LT ZOBEEEN D> EBFHLLTV. LoL,
b o & HHMAL RIT JIEIEZX vt - FEET 2 DIHh

*1 https://www.raspberrypi.org/
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BEMELNRVEESD 5. HIZEMERy v =21
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W92 X5 RGEE3RER vy ZREIREDS NTP 7 5
A7 P THELNRWATREEDL D 5.

NTP U b7 vy ZRAFAMEE 2G5 Fire LT
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K747 Y M —NEFALTRAIX v =V 2T 3
e TRZIFIEAZ § 5. PTP I 3EERZNCFEIAL 72275
FvR&—rny 7 ($—=2) ORZZR v =T N—
FY =7 THZT %2 2 & T—RANITIE NTP L I3HTHEVW O,
L~A 7 o REORLIFMEEZHETE2. LrLk
Do, AL=T (7747 ) ETOHMAY bV -2
EiE =& L2 24 v F) HIXTPTPISHEL TV
B PTP ARDOEEL RGOSRV, b55A, KLA
TV RA v FIR MM T IR ELNGED I B Al HE
HixH 25, WITHICLTH IR MHTDIT + —< AN
ROLEIdE 2k,

RZIFE L L Cid i mhs e (SIEMERE) DRIz E
BEAAS 2FELDH 5. (7], 8] TRAHOLE LY
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Fig. 1 Typical network delay measurement model

20, BETHZDLNVDRIEAS > 7 72 BHT 2Dk
FEA L XL TRAES TRV,

—75C Raspberry Pi D RI2 & D 857 GPS Z 5803
M TUL2DHEICAFTEL XS ICR->TVS. {5
GPS ZEHERHWT, 7/ Whsb~4 7 a0
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FBRANWTWEEEZ 5.
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BRI 72 2y b U — 7 BREAEE T V2, K 1IZBWT
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ZWIBITEREL (R4 LARYT) TH5.

t; Sender DV 7 TR M iE(ER
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(EHERR FTTABEZ ES 2 Z L I3 TERW.

ZiZ, Sender ¥ Reflector DEZER A L AR Y T%H
W5 FEETI,
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0y ZHRRTLEE-TWVS (AL TNS) BEDRN
ZeTHs. LrL, D LRAMICED & TFDDEBIEEZD
BRI TEROVWD, BEEND 255X ERER T H
BILEHAES 2 Z 2 IETERL,

L7223 T, FA MR % IERECRIE T % 729121F Sender
¢ Reflector D7 vy 72 E5bETEBILENDS. MHE
ozway ZAREMALTVIUE, EDBIERE Aprwara £ T D
BEIER Aovorse IZXDM D EEEKRD 2 Z L DSAIREL 2 5.

Aforward = T2 -t

Arcvcrsc =ty — T3

LRI M S, Sender ¥ Reflector D7 1 v 7 [FIHARSE 1 Z
D F F R FARBENE OFFAEEICIR 5720, TE L1200
fED 7Oy 7k ERHEECHAT2 e PEE L.

—7%, RZIFEEIC NTP 283 2581,

(1) 232 3dEIAT 2 NTP % —"\DE HAEE (UTC) 12
IERMEICFEITE T2 2.
(2)NTP #—~¥ 2547 FEDED - Fhot v
U — 7 BIEEDE T E BT /N Ve,
ETOICERTINEND L. FHCZ (2) IDOWT, NTP
7547 Y MY — AN DRFEFHRICEEL T Dy, OFIET
Y= 747y MEORAMBERHE T 570, Lk
D THDRBIEENZDE FREICKEN S, b LiEBE
EPREFIE, BRI —NE 7547 b ORENZ
BIEZD 2 RV R 2 b, AIERHEIMEETER
{72 5.

ZNEEET B 720i2lE, BZIX Sender, Reflector 23D
BXN2% 4D LAN PIZ Stratum 1 @ NTP $— %3
BT ABBERIEZONS. ZDOLIREKTIEK LD
LAN A®D NTP #— 3t Sender/Reflector IO % v + 7 —
VBIEEN NS VAREED B W, ThRbBmI vy 7135
FEEECIRFRIF A U+ 7R M E RS EE 2 HiE 2 AT RETE IR S .

3.2 GPS EHELERES X T L

Sender & %\ & Reflector DKEXIEIEHIC GPS & L
e AT LEWET 5 5EERNS. K 21220 GPS [H
HIBIERIE S R T L2 FEB T 27007y ZJR%ZRT.
GPSEYV 2 — VEENLNDR LD XS RERNREE S
BRIFIZHWT, H 100ns BUT D RR7E CTREMERIZIIC [ 3]
5. GPSEY 2—L¥E >V 7L (RS-232C) [EIfFCHEHL
ENF—=YFrarva—R, EERUANPE N
BN G % NMEAOIS3 H5HE 7 + —< » b [14] DT F R b
T—RTZEL, POEWRYIDEDD X4 IV %R
Pulse Per Second(PPS) {55 %Z{55#% (DCD) 2» 5%15F
5. NTPH—AN7FVr—>a ¥ (ntpd) ZEHT 2 &,
SUTNERTAN(TTY) BEU PPS FF A4 \H S 5HERE
AeBHobbEEbh x4 IV ITERERT, SRATLY
0y 7 & ERBEICHIEST 2 Z 2 HREe R B,
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Fig. 2 Delay measurement system with GPS

RIZ, AT Lrzay 7O GPS BZIEICE T 2 8% E
FIE%Z A%, PPSEEZFMHT 2 7=DICiEh — 2D
PPSAPI ZHR— b L TWABRAEDNDH 5. LTI Linux
A =3 WIZEBT 5 PPSAPI F#1{kB & & DCD 22 5 PPS
BEANZA IV 7RG T 2200 —x1rar7 4
BlTh 3.

Linux A—xva>7 47

CONFIG_PPS=y
CONFIG_PPS_CLIENT_LDISC=m

%7z, PPSAPI B X UHHERAZFMHA L2 AT 470
0y 7 DEFEEMIEIZIE, ntpd ® Refernece Clock Driver
HwW3. PPSAPI B & U NMEA 7 — X CHREIMHIED AT
AE7% NMEA Reference Clock Driver % i\ % 728 O ntp
ay 74 ZEELITITRT.
ntp A>7 42

server 127.127.20.0 minpoll 4 maxpoll 4 mode 81 prefer
fudge 127.127.20.0 flagl 1 flag2 1 flag3 1

BEICED, GPSETa—Le =Y F)L-ara—
X HWT, R AARRERE A B R R R 2 5
BYAT LEBRGITHETES.

2 ZTIE, >V 7 (RS-232C) MIFRZEH L 7253, Rasp-
berry PiiR D/ > TR —F a2y a2 —42D GPIO
Yy EMALTHEYNCHKEE THERBEOEEE
SHEDEDARETH L. KiMED> > R —F - a v
Pa—Xe/NMIGPS Y 2 —ZHHTNE, BEH»1D
AR E > A T L WEEREATRETH 5.

3.3 NTP ZAWEXRy T — U BEAEFE
AWFETIE 3 ITRT L 51T, 3.2 IKHEWREE L /BT
HES AT L% Sender ¥ LTHW, T TREFEET DS v
Fv—2 E®D NTP ¥ — % Reflector £ L THIHT 3.
NTP 7'vu b auid, 3.1 Tz ¢y, 15, T5,t4 D 4 DD
RADARY TREZETH T balThirrs, HE
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Fig. 3 Typical measurement targets

K1 BEHESRT A

Table 1 Our instrument

GPS
Antenna  AU-217 (FURUNO)
Module GPSTCXO (Jackson Labs. Technologies, Inc)

PC
Model HP Pro 6300
CPU Intel(R) Core(TM) i5-3470 CPU @ 3.20GHz
RAM 4GB
OS  Ubuntu 20.04
NTP  ntp-4.2.8pl4

HHOHHRY 7 v v 272 b3 e b 20 ¥ FHIEICHHA
T&2%, X512 Reflector 7% NTP $+— N2 LT, &
FREER GPS 22 5 EERZIZ S L T2 Stratum 1 O
NTP #—NZENXT SICEWVEEORBENEZ{TS 2
EINTES.

BRE A LAR Y TOWERIIE, BEUNTP 7547 >~
P LTIRT LRy VBUERSER L\ ntpdate 2%
YEREHAWS. 28, ntpdate A~ Flid t, Ty, 15,14 XA
LARY TN T2 BN TERWED, reply 2%1/3
T3 receive() BT ¢y, Ty, Ty, ty DEEEHEH I TE 2 &
IEIEEB I o7,

4. BEAEFRCEE

ARHEITIX, 28 3 HCTHBRTBIERE S 2 T 2 B R LE
2y b= DOREE LIMERICOWTIEANS., R1125
EIREEE U 75BIERIE > A 7 L DT ER 2 R T .

4.1 BEEERRY b7—0BEAE

X 4 WZEERERR R v b7 — 7 BEHE DA X —D %
R, ABEHES A7 L% NTT 7L v Y H2 (PPPoE
Befgt) R TA Y X —F v MR L, HARREHERE
TH 3R FREENCHEEI U 72 Stratum 1 2860 NTP ¥ — 8
(NICT) (LAFE NICT g3 %), BXU, GPSIZX DHiE
ENBFEFRET RS2 27 77 F EITHEL 72 Stratum
1 NTP #— N (AWS) (LURE AWS tl852) Dt v b
U — 7B 1 S EMATHE L. NICT, AWS & 12

*2 https://flets.com/
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£ 2 B NTP % — 1 (NICT) JlIERER (FH)
Table 2 Delays for an open NTP server (summary)

Max.(s) Min.(s) Ave.(s) Range(s)
Aforward 0.00932  0.00281 0.00464 0.00651
Areverse 0.04853  0.00156  0.00489 0.04697
Atorward 0.00932 0.00281 0.00467 0.00651
(0:00-19:00)
Areverse 0.02492  0.00156  0.00200 0.02336
(0:00-19:00)
0.04 —— T
A forward
0.02 ¥A reverse  * B

w
= 0
T
] ¢
2 :
o ’:,;;::,
0.04 R
LI A
-0.06 PR T TS N TS S T TS AN ST N NN RO Y
00:00 04:00 08:00 12:00 16:00 20:00 00:00
Time

5 B NTP #— (NICT) JlER (BfiX)
Fig. 5 Delays for an open NTP server (scattergram)

IPv4 UDP IZ X BHIETH D, ¥ — 13 DNS I & 2 4l
fRIETIERL, IP 7 RLAZEEEELT-.

NICT OHIERERE R 2, K 5I1RT. FERIZFHT 0 K
MHED2UREOF—2THE. £z, K5IZEWNTEH
ET—ZDBERDD>TRISL R REIT 2720
EDbi L;u%®§§k,TDEL;%Eﬁ%@kLT
(—Areyrese D) VERZ B o7, BHIMISRWIRD, L
RO BT S [FRRIC T DIBIER O IE & % WiE L TIEX
55,

Kz, AWS OJIERERE L 3, K 61RT. NICT D
B FRRICAEFIZFRT O KD 5 D 24 BRI D7 — R TH 5.
HIEMSREHR T2, WAL D 19 REAEH 5T b EIE
MHRIEIIE SO AN D B Z e B—HTH» 5. Thid
HEFRDOTH v T 7 4 v I BY LR ETICEFT S
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K3 757 F NTP ¥ — (AWS) HIERE )
Table 3 Delays for a cloud NTP server (summary)

Max.(s) Min.(s) Ave.(s) Range(s)
Aforward 0.07971  0.06886 0.07317  0.01086
Areverse 0.12621  0.07329 0.08076  0.05292
Aforward 0.07971  0.06886 0.07328  0.01086
(0:00-19:00)
Areverse 0.09750  0.07329  0.07798  0.02422
(0:00-19:00)
——
0l 7A forward ~° |
[ Areverse -
ITRATEAOR RN IV S ROk et edde
0.05 - -
)
& of i
[
a
-0.05 - -

00:00 04:00 08:00 12:00 16:00 20:00 00:00
Time

6 2757 NTP #— (AWS) HlEHER (HAX)
Fig. 6 Delays for a cloud NTP server (scattergram)

ZEERLTVWREEZONS.
THBIERDIZS D ENDIN 19 FEE TOFERIEE
PHERT 22, NICT X EDD 4.7ms, T HH2.0ms TH
DEDZTDIZH LT 3ms FRENWZ B DH 5. Fz,
T DIFHCEINC R 2B IE R 2 B L T\ 523, £
NLADOEATIXRELTE Y, MO LD EBLEED
BODEDHPRKRENESICT I 705 RTHRNS.
FARIC 19K ETD AWS OFERBIER 2R T % &,
EY2373.3ms, THA780ms THolz. THHLWETFhHA
EDicH LT sms HARENE 5B B Ot A
NICT 12%f L TR Z W 7= DI HIRINCBIEZE 2 /N & KL
505, EEZIENICT D LD THDBIEE L D HRKEW.
F/, 77705 ED, ThebIBIEED 2 FIToh
NTW3., ZHLBERESFEHICL > TRRZ %
RLTWBeEZ NG, T EOREXEA L AR
VTG TIEARARETH 5.

4.2 ENAIIEEGERY fT—VBEANE

K 712N NVEFRRS v T — 7 BIEHIE DR A X —
JEIRT.

AL E S AT L% 11J IoT H— ¥ R 3D FENA JL[E
FRAEHTA X —2 v MCEERL, EAA VM TY —
PRI SE NTP =Nt D3y bV —27BIE% 147
JHACHIE LR e R 4, K 8ITRT. FERIEAHT 0 Kb
LDOUKEOT—2TH S, B, TS NLEKRD IPv4

*3  https://www.iij.ad.jp/biz/iot/
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Fig. 7 A closed mobile network topology

R4 EANALOVEERE NTP 3 —~JIERSE (1 2F8 259)
Table 4 Delays for a NTP server in closed mobile network (ev-

ery 1 min. summary)

Max.(s) Min.(s) Ave.(s) Range(s)
Aforward 0.24280 0.06196 0.10124 0.18084
Areverse 0.12506  0.02324  0.02994 0.10183
1T SR —
0.3 L Aforward , ]
A
0.25 [ r:averse |
0.2 | :":,-: |
= 0.15 - . —
& o1 ~
[¥]
2 0.5
0 - —
IS P it bt A B et oA o Ly
-0.05 ¢ £ e N s
-0.1 + -
0.15 \ \ L | \
00:00 04:00 08:00 12:00 16:00 20:00 00:00

Time

B 8 E A VEHEM NTP ¥ — ~NRUERR (1 28 #mx)
Fig. 8 Delays for a NTP server in closed mobile network (every

1 min. scattergram)

UDP TOWETH D, +— X IP 7 FL AR ERIEEL
7o HIEAS RO FIELERIZ ED 101.2ms, T D 29.9ms T
HH, EDETOOBIEENN 7Tlms Tho7=. T/, L
DBV THFEMNIC 200ms FEEE O FLERIY K & 7B IEHYFE
HELTNWB AR TE 3.

e TR BV THIEE#OAZ, 30572 &1 30
M, 1 B EICERNICEBIEAEEZ T2 L CEET
5. Iz 13 0B x5 ¥h 5 30 MBLEIEHE % S35
UE, K 13 R¥h 5 30 HRBERIE 2 T 5 & W
SHETHS. ZoOfRELS, KIIWWRT. R5BWVT
“Aforward: 1st delay” 1% 30 BEIEDHIE D Agorwara TBE
FHRE L, “Aforwara: Otherwise” 1% 30 #ElE D 2 [A1H L
FED Atorwara THEIGE LTV 3.

9 DHHRCTHAZERME, 170 FRTIREEEN
WL RSN - 72K EIZBERED 30 RHIE Tl
FHELTWBZZRLTWS, FEEE, 30 HElEOWE O
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R 5 ENALHEME NTP Y — ~HER-R (30 2 EH 2249)
Table 5 Delays for a NTP server in closed mobile network (ev-

ery 30 min. summary)

Aforward: 1st delay  Agorwara: otherwise

Max. (s) 0.25300 0.16264

Min.(s) 0.16055 0.02020

Ave.(s) 0.18978 0.03702

Range(s) 0.09246 0.14244

0.35 ———————

0.3 LA forward  ® : |

Areverse

0.257 * =
& 015 . ’ A
& 01 . B
[
o

0.05 sasigadastsensannisivdynegi®orty2enatastiyglo;s]

0 7‘32!$§§3f:!33§§f‘§3f§38‘33!3§:333!33!2'3!38t3§;
-0.05 . & * " N
-0.1 * ‘ . 8 —
-0.15 | | | | |
00:00 04:00 08:00 12:00 16:00 20:00 00:00
Time
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Fig. 9 Delays for a NTP server in closed mobile network (every
30 min.)
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