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'THE STUDY OF ROLE CONCEPT IN JDMF

Yoshlto Tamagawa Ryosuke Hotaka
Umversuy of Tsukuba
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At the Japan Standard Association, JDMF( JSA Data Modeling Facility) is currently discussed as a
candidate standard conceptual data model. Among the basic concepts of JDMF, the "role" concept, is
found to be confusing in that various different interpretations are possible. In this study, we will
propose a hierarchy of roles as the characteristic to be incorporated into JDMF after taking into con-
sideration the characteristics of the role concept in previous versions of other data models. We will also
try to systematize how to interpret the concept of role and settle the confusion. In addition, we discuss
the meaning of the role concept for database design, and suggest how to apply it to the sharing of
conceptual designs.
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