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Improvement of homology search for metagenomic analysis

by two-step seed search with reduced amino acid alphabet

KAZUKI TAKABATAKE! KAZUKI Izawa! MOTOHIRO AKIKAWA! MasaHITO OHUE!
YUTAKA AKIYAMAL:®)

Abstract: Metagenomic analysis is a technique for comprehensively analyzing microorganisms existing in
environments such as soil, the ocean, and living organisms. In metagenomic analysis, it is necessary to
perform high-precision homology searches on large amounts of sequence data. In recent years, the amount
of analysis data has increased rapidly with the development of next-generation sequencing (NGS). NCBI
BLAST has been the most widely-used for this problem, but it’s calculation speed is insufficient for the
throughput of current DNA sequencers. In this study, we propose a new, high-performance homology search
tool by using reduced amino acid alphabet to search for high similar subsequences in two-steps. Additionally
compared with several previous tools, we evaluated the validity of the proposed method.
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A, T, G, COAXFTREHEINTWHDIZHLT, &V
N ERFNIEEERIZ 1L 20 XFTREINT VWS, 5
2, DNA Bi5IH O g TIREEREIZ DV T e R
D2RETURREHLRNZ EMREWA, & V7 BRI
BT, &£7I /By I/ BADBELO
I DT EE2ELLTHNCE D W THERER L O AT
bihd (1], Z0zd, X7 ERSI TR MEREE %
15 Z &%, DNA BHDEE & AT & b HHECHEER
HDELHO>TWNA.

FCHIFHRIMERRERIZ BN TIE, BIRYEHETE &2 D TR
BOERT 74 AV N EEEAEETH S Smith-Waterman
TNTY XL [2] #EE L7 SSEARCH[3] S22 FIHT 5 Z
ENEFE LW, ULALU SSEARCH IMEETH B &\ S [
BHRD O, 7— RENL WGA BTN R IEHE TEHRE D
57\, 2070, BIETIEEARRMHRAEREZTS
BLAST[4], [5] % XD 712 5 LAhi—INz L < FIH X h
TW5.

—F, IR DNA =27 o3 EIEEN S N1 AL —
Ty MR DNA V=T v UDEG L2 itk Y, Rl
5 TF— X EDZPIEEINL T\WA., illumina #:® NovaSeq
6000 DNA =7 vy &4lick 32, BHEBEEED 1S
Y THIIEERK 6T HEIZEE L, BLAST 2 & A fif#riC
38+ CPU Hb OFRFESBEIL RS L HEEI N5,

BLAST BABE % RAPSearch2[6] ¥ GHOSTZ[7], DIA-
MONDI[8] % & & b miE R A FEMER 71 o 5 L hite
RKINTVWED, MBOEELHEEIX L — N4 70K
WZh Y, —RENCHEEIMED D B &l X D5 E-value 107°
AN O#iH T BLAST & A% OMHEZEH DD+ /012 &
BRI7ATILNIFEELRWN. T, BREEIrOEER
Bl E MR T EDO B EERNE E > TW5,

RAPSearch2, GHOSTZ, DIAMOND T3 #7227
B FEEE LD ADLWT I VBTRETEEMT I
JBENHTZZLT, RAERPOEREERMEEELL
TWa., KBTI, ZHUTIR T, TR 5 E
T XV BEES E F T BRI EUE O &\ ST
BRI DW=y — RERT VT AL Z2EEL, &0 E
WARGMHAMRE 70 S 02 EETL L 2HNE
T5.

2. IBEFE

— I SIMHEIMERRER T, T—2 =2 & 27 TV i4]
MCHLMEDE WA XS (Y —F) 2RI 2L T,
TIAVAYMNAHEEITONRLERD T — X R—AMED
Al %2 KIBICHIR S 2. AWMZETIE, EHET I/ Bz A
T BB D Y — NEESRIZ & 2 ERE I H D A e A A
MBFIEEZRET 5.
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Score(LVIMC,LVIMC) =
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Fig. 1 Reduced amino acid alphabet

21 EW7I/B

EAET I 7BRIEE 1 0 & 5 IEHER A 7 3 R 20 FEEE
2EDDIRNT B TRETAIEAMTH B, FHUEMT
BN —TIIET BT I/ BO—HEeE—HE LT
WO Zrizky, BRR—HEHFRLZGERRVANIE
Blg D LB AS AT RRIZ 22 5. AWFZEIZ B\ TIE, Murphy LR,
et al. (2000) 9] IZ &> THEREINZEDEIW, D
JEMET X/ BRI 20 IO KT X/ B OBEME L ER X
N7 EHIT7H] BLOSUMG2 IZ & W BEHINZHDTH 5.
EfET I VBTNV —THO—HAITIZIE, ZOIT V=T
NORT I ) BEPEE—HMUZBEDOA T ORKMEEH
W3 (¥ 1).

2.2 ZTEEOY— KRR

REFIECIHELZTMT I/ B2 AW TEBRIZY —
RFERZ2TS. BEFERIIBITLZY - FBRO2KG %
B 21287, $THRBEO-BEBETIE, T—ZRX—2&
TV EZNENTMT I /B A FICEHT 5. IR
2, T—AR—RL 7T RGO THEMT I/ BAN I
VIHEEE Hy DUR T, BEE L Y BT AMMEE S
K5, ZO—BEEH THBRINZHS TFH] % seedl &
T5.

BROZERBETIE, —BEHETHES Nz seedl DM
IZ2OWT, TNETNHEEE L, #HIEL 721 % seed2 &
T 5. IRIT, seed2 OHIFHZTHET I /B Ay FHIZEHL,
NI VIR Hy AR T T 20D 0 FHET 5. seed2
DWTNE —HTBEEIE, SO LT T14 AV N
Roffiie 5.

Ay, Ag, Ly, Lo OEDEMNT 2 ONTHRINS
= NOEDWY, UBEDT T 1 > A v NEHEEEDHIE
INE7-DUMITEHIZZRD. UL, BOaXFEHEET
TE—HT BAEZITERERT DL, MBROBEIIMETNL
TLES. 2IT, rRInsd NI vl Hy, Hy 25
#L, —WIZIATY FVEGENDII XTI EZ S — FIZ
Mz % ZeT, MAMERRKROKERN LZM->TW\Ws.

2.3 REFEOHE
A TIIAMETRET 2 FEOMELFIHT S, H 3
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1st Step L,

Database ML ESGV LKEGAL EKRS DGD
Ay

LL ESGL |LKEGAL|EKKS EG

LF EAPH|LKEGAL|EELS FS
seedl A,
Query IW EAPH MREGAM QQMS YS

2nd Step L, L,
—

Database ML ESGV LKEGAL EKRS DG;:)
A,

LL |JEAAL||LKEGAL||EEEA] EA

.

LF |EAAE||LKEGALJIEELA] FA
seed2 seedl seed2 A
IW EAPH MREGAM QQMS YS

Query

2 RBEFERIIBIIEY—NEER
Fig. 2 Seed search of proposed method

ZIREFEOHENERLZ.
Y, TORNRERLET—AR=—ANS, EET I /MBI
B I XFEHNDA Ty 7 AT 5. MEERHIZ
X DNA ¥ — 7 U HIZ L o THAMS N7z DNA 7 ) il
& R NI ERFNIRIER L, T— X R—Z & Rk EHE
T XA U 72O TS X FH X — R ERT B, X
12, T—AR=ADFEDWHLTFHNA VT v 7 2 LT
7 T IR O LTHNF — % MBEL, T—RR—=2A
&7 TV EH OB TEBE B WME (V=) 28RS
5. BETROD 072V —FREFDIT T4V AV hOf#
E2F\V, Ra7 28T 2 e THRAMEMEZTS.
HALTE D FEM % DABR TR R B,
2.3.1 T—IR—RADEHAXFINA VT v I ZADHEE
59, FT—RR—ZAHDTRTDR VNI GEG| % ‘H#
ZEFIORY D X7 e UCEKT 5. Z 0SS 2%,
22T BVWTHRAR7zY — RDLE% window & LT 1 X
FIOFTHURAS, seedl KT seed2 IZ5FIGT B HD X
FHENT A=K Ay, Ay, Ly, Ly ZHVTERTS. Z
DB, AL 720 XFF IR ) XFERE ENE5E
X, ZTOESXEINEMET 5. T OEEZEREES] DK
METHEVIET LT, T—RZR=AFIEENDIHH X
FHE FDMEEZ RGN TS Ty 7 2% HEET 5.
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Fig. 3 Processing flow of proposed method

2.3.2 JT)ERINOMAXFIF—DEME ¥ — FER

DNA ¥ =7 ¥ =iz & o TH 1T 17z DNA Wi F 3l
%6 7L —LIZRERL, Bonlz 6 DDX NI EE %
XUl 0 XF#E2AWTHEET 5. 2 OEREFZ 2.3.1
HE FRD window IHT 1 XFD2F 6 LANS, KD
XFEEERVERI X EHIOF — 2 EKT 5.
V— NBETI, 22fiTRRZNNTA—% O, Hy #H
WT, 7T VRGOS XTI F—L —HT 5T —ZR—
AEEHERT D, WM BMEPROP-EEIET T
A AV rOfFAlE UTEEL, ROMREIZES.
2.3.3 Ungapped Extension & Chain Filtering

MRTEBEMIZ, ¥— NERTT 74 A2 b OB
&7 o 7 AiE % fuly & U T ungapped extension %17 5.
ungapped extension Tl¥ BLAST & HEkIZ, A3 7 MK
TUIaD 7 o iR Z{FI1LT % X-dropoff[4] ZRHT 5. Z
DEEDAITHEMEEBAZEMD A, RO gapped
extension DfEf & L CTridk L TH <.

ungapped extension IZ & > TH I E Nz — FEIIEE
BN ET 2BEM0H 5. R D) —BROFEWN
FEHNIRT — AR =ZIAHET 256, £ DY — KRBT DH
BUZFEAEL, Z1 51X gapped extension TIEIER U T 71
VAV MERERD., ZDD, RBEFETIREBIAE
TH5Y—RHELZ1DITE LB I LT gapped extension
DELTEEE IS 5 chain filtering & W7z [5]. AHF5E
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xR 1 WBHRTOT T LEMRETA TV ay

Table 1 compared program and runtime options

FTvayv
-outfmt 6 -comp_based_stats 0

pA=E/ A FN
BLAST

-num_alignments 10 -seg no

RAPSearch2 fast -v10-b0-tn-at

RAPSearch2 -v10-b0-tn
GHOSTX -qd-FF
GHOSTZ -qd-FF
DIAMOND -f6-k10-e10-p 1

—masking 0 —comp-based-stats 0
DIAMOND -f 6 -k 10 -e 10 -p 1 —sensitive
sensitive —masking 0 —comp-based-stats 0
DIAMOND -f 6 -k 10 -e 10 -p 1 —more-sensitive

more sensitive —masking 0 —comp-based-stats 0

TRY— NPER->TWBHE, £/2E220Y— NHT
ungapped extension Z17\y, X2 7 AFUME N TH 254
WWY—RNZ21DICFed 5.
2.3.4 Gapped Extension

L F LTI gapped extension & BLAST & | U Ak
%\ 7z, ungapped extension & [AfkIZ, A3 72K T
Lk 5 L E%{F1Ed 5 X-dropoff ZFJHLTW5. =
T2, TIAVAYMIBWTHEFELF v v THHAIH
LT, ZFDORFINVT 4 — %K T % affine gap ZH L
7z gotoh 7L T XL [10] #FHL TV 5.

3. FHE=RER

3.1 FAERRSLUTOTIL

AR TRE L B FIHFEMRRFEE FEE L2 70
77 LOFHEEE &R 2 Fli S 5 KB AT 5 7. EER
I HIE TR FE D TSUBAME 3.0[11] q-core Bl % A
W7z, ZOEEED CPU I Intel Xeon E5-2680 v4 (14core,
2.4GHz) ® 55 4core, X EVIZ30GB THB. £/ 0S
& SUSE Linux Enterprise Server 12 SP2, I Y /31 J &
gee D version 4.8.5 ZFH L, I V81 VD EH#ELA 7
YarvelT-03 zEEL.

gt 7'a 775 Lk U Tk BLAST[4], [5] (version
2.7.1), RAPSearch2[6] (version 2.22), GHOSTX][12] (ver-
sion 1.3.7), GHOSTZI[7] (version 1.0.2), DIAMONDIS§]
(version 0.9.14.115) ZF|fHL7z. £ I LDA T 3
Y TIE, AT TA7HIZ BLOSUMG2, BLA O (KA HE At
EMGT D seg 74 NVEEFEHLRY, Z7ZVIZHTET
FA Ay MR 10, £/21 AV Yy NTERZ
K795, LUk, FECHELEA T a v &R 11T
~Y.

3.2 FERHT—%
R UNRIBRF) T — X R — 22 1% 2019 4 2 BIEE L

© 2020 Information Processing Society of Japan

Vo0l1.2020-BIO-61 No.10
2020/3/13

F 2 RETFRIIBIT ST XA — ZGERHEH

Table 2 parameter range of proposed method

RNTA—R  PEREIH

(Hi,H2)  {(0,0),(0, 1),(0, 2),(1, 1)}
L {2, 4, 6, 8}

A {4, 6, 10, 14}

Ly {2, 3,4, 5, 6}

Ay {4, 6, 10, 14}

7= KEGG GENES prokaryotes[13], [14] Z{{HL7z. Z®d
T = RN = ZF R VNI ERAIR 1,771 TR D S RERR X
NTHY, GIHBEEIN 6 BERETHE. 712V F—
& ¥ L Tl& NCBI Sequence Read Archive 7* 5 HU& L 7=
SRR5788325[15] % FIfH L 7z. SRR5788325 I illumina 4
® NextSeq 550 Tre A S N7z M K EHEDHEFER X7 )
LTHY, FHEREE 150 OERETIN 3,679 A 5
XN TWS, A% TIE SRR5788325 12X L T FastQC
(version 0.11.5) Z FHWTZ AV T+ av bua—)L&{To7
kT, 1S E S VX LMTEIRLZ Y & Uz,

3.3 WETFHD/TA—F 2 EME th & & OIATE
RETFHOWSMIL & T 57212, %2 TV RIS

NUTHREY 74 A h25HET 5 SSEARCH D i)
EIEME L, SRTUHEDED N ERE RS 5 14 & 05
sy LCHIT 3.

~ MR O FHSTIR ~

(1) SSEARCH %#%47L, &2 VD BN 10 4
DS B-value 1075 LFDT 4 Y AV M %
ZDOITVIZHTEIEMRT 74V AV LT 5.

(2) MEFERICBI 82TV 0D EAL10 128
INBIEMT 74 AV MNEMERX T 5. Z
DEZWEFHEIZBITS E-value, BLUFT T 1
VAV S OFERIEE R LR,

(B REFHEOMMER = REFHEORMAEL /
SSEARCH DMRIEMET 74V AV ML & LT

EiR:ER-N
. _/

BEFIEIZBVTIER 21TRT /87 A — XERFFHIZD
W, MREMIZSEAT L 7.

FEREZR 41237, B HRER, Hiz CPU RO
W EN-72ME%E2 7oy hLTWS, M4 &y, aprs
N7 Hy, Hy O&MAELEIZH LT, HED/SL— ME
(HH X v EERE <, 7D CPU KAHEW AT A =&
PEAEL RV T A —RDEENET 5H) R O5N5.

JKETRUZEE, 2ERTEE KT —FOhEH
FT 5. MR 0.7 LT OHPH Tld CPU KA D 5%
WHARTHEWRT A =224, BELVEE2ENTS
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Fig. 4 Correct alignment rate and CPU time on various pa-

rameters of proposed method

MRBIZH U TENZRNTA—XTHEI NN 5

— HARETR U7z, MR 0.9 LR T CPU Ik
MK WAT A —=2HL <, HELOHEL2ENT K%
IZENTWS, 2y — PR —EEHE D seedl TN
VUl 2R TERETH Y, EUEEIEVLAF vy
TEGLEGUY—NEERTHIELNTETVWDLEEZS.

HFETRUZAIE, KEDOEREFADEOMIZHZ5
R R->TWwa. RIZHER 0.7 L E 0.9 U OH#iET
&, BE - BEONT VABRROVREETI NI A =X
HLFIET e Dbh D

RETRULZRTIE, MEBONS VAIZENSNT A —
ADFEETFIEL D o 72, BEFIETIE, 7TV EH DI
DXFHF =12 L THREI NN I VI T T
TRIHDXFHESGEERL, TNESEA YTy 7 ATH
LUTHMET 5. (H =0, Hy =2) OMBHREIE/LL TV
DL, Hy WRELBRDBIZONTHERE N DI LFEH]
HEEDY A XDRPTHML, ¥— FBEROA —N—~y
KRB RLTWBOTHBEEZRD.

EREBELT, Y- FEVRELEMT I/ BREEBD
DIV T A — 2L, BREBKEE - BEILICEL R A EMIC
Hotz. TNDBRWEMT I JBRIZEBRL - ETRWE
R —HT DT — X R—ANEEHERT 5 — NERD,
FREXIEWY — FE EFRLKDRALZ 2 TERWD
ThHdHLEZRD.

3.4 BEFEEDOLE

RETFIEREBAFETIROLKZT > 72, KEOFHIIZIX
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*x 3 iR L CPU K], & BLAST I2/9 2@
Table 3 Correct alignment rate, CPU time and speedup ratio
to the BLAST

A=A N LIRS CPU BLAST
W (s) A0S DR,

BLAST 0.950 139,199.63 1.0
RAPSearch?2 fast 0.755 220.99 629.9
RAPSearch2 0.896 2,392.03 58.2
GHOSTX 0.881 3,123.73 44.6
GHOSTZ 0.894 1,241.25 112.1
DIAMOND 0.851 326.06 426.9
DIAMOND sensitive 0.903 12,402.30 11.2
DIAMOND more sensitive 0.904 12,747.51 10.9
Proposed « 0.906 797.32 174.6
Proposed S 0.914 1,318.55 105.6

108 BLAST

e Proposed H;=0, Hy=1
Proposed Hi=1, Hy=1
Others
DIAMOND more sensmve
DIAMOND sensitive —

104
%
[0
£
; GHOSTX,
a RAPSearch2, .
o ®

GHOSTZ. .Proposed B
108 .
"Proposed a
DIAMOND.
RAPSearch2 fast,
%5 06 07 08 08 0

5 REFES LOCBETEOMMER L CPU K
Fig. 5 Correct alignment rate and CPU time

32 i TN/ MR Z H NS, F7-FHERM % FEfi 4 5
72817, BLAST @ CPU K% 1 & L7z & & OFIREE
aHW. #R%2R 3BLUHR 5177,

5T, 32 HICTHRENEN 7NN TA—X (H =
0,Hy=1),(Hy =1,Hy = 1) 28EFLEL LTHEL TV
5. 7z, REFEOFT GHOSTZ & LT CPU KA
<, WERNE /ST A — X% Proposed o, GHOSTZ
& FIFERE OIS TR MR EH /YT X — X % Proposed
BELTHRLE., ERXFTRA—ZDFHMILLTO@ED TH .

Proposed « :

H=0,Hy=1,L1 =4,A1=14,L,=4,A,=6
Proposed g :

H,=1,H,=1,L1 =84, =10,L,=3,4,=6
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oy

0.8

0.6 —— BLAST
RAPSearch2 fast
@ RAPSearch2
& —e— DIAMOND
0.4/ -e- DIAMOND sensitive
---- DIAMOND more sensitive
—e— GHOSTX
—-e- GHOSTZ
02 Proposed a
—e- Proposed 8

0.0

o~
/
]
2

15\1
le.,

v oy M
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A /

g g g

6 E-value 22t X B7-545 DMERDEAL

Fig. 6 Correct alignment rate for each E-value

FERTIL BLAST DFEEFRE E <, ##RIE 095 T
Hot. UL BLAST @ CPU Rfiid 14 JiRiE < IZEL
THY, DYy =& HigdT 2 & 10 52 5 5k 600 £572
EHETH 5.

RIZIREFTIETH 5 Proposed B DIEE D EH o 7.
BLAST & Lb#R U CHAgERIL 0.036 BEEKRFLTWAHHD
D, 100 LA EDEE L% 3ZERK L T\W5. Proposed a X DI-
AMOND sensitive, DTAMOND more sensitive D5 [
BETHD. L UFETEE Tl Proposed o td BLAST iZ
XUT174.6 f5=3#E TH D, DIAMOND sensitive X DIA-
MOND more sensitive {ZX U TH 15 LA LE&#HTH - 7=,
X 512, Proposed o (& GHOSTX, RAPSearch2, GHOSTZ
RENIER D LR NE L, D CPU RS E W29,
L ORIRWILREBEEITH 2N TETVWDH L VWA S, £/
DIAMOND * RAPSearch? fast 72 &R D ®E % T L
Y=V EHIRUTH, RETFEROPTIOREL L »
DEEBNT A= ZPFHELT NI Z DN 5.

SSEARCH IZB1F 5 Effit v b 2 ERT 2 BTG & 7
% E-value O#ifl 2 2L X B2 GEDEFILEOWBREDOE
tEB 6 TR . FHAMIZIE, E-value DHEIPHIZ & > T,
BV —NVORBEORW - B wnwd EFERIEIANED
57\, #il4k & LT, DIAMOND sensitive, DIAMOND
more sensitive ¥ 5 TR L7z E-value 107° BL N OHiFH T
I& Proposed 8 & 0 HMAFERIMEA - 7223, 1075 PA i
[ Cl% Proposed 8 & 0 HMERIAFEHL o TV 5.

4. F&D

4.1 #E#w

AW9ETIE, BRDEMRT I/ BEHAWT BB Y —
NEESR 21T S i 7= R IM R MR FiE 2 R L, T
ALY SMAMFEE A 1T > 72, BLAST 120 U TIE DK E NS
550D, HILUETOREY —IVITH U THEDORE
EREDD, L 0EEICMRVIETHEZ L ER L.
iz, BEfED GHOSTZ % RAPSearch2 & FI%E LA D&
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ERONT A—X%EMH\WT, BLAST & B L T 174.6 £
DEHEL R L7z, 72 GHOSTZ (2% LTl 1.5 f55%
E, RAPSearch2 12 U Cld 3MEFREE D E#EL % 2 L 7-.

4.2 SEDFEE
FURDEFTHEEII R DNA =T v —DAL—T
MZHLTHRTHELIFERT, 5% L0 —EBo&EEL
EHBEZBENRDH L. BUROMEL U Ty — FHRTHRE
NBET T4V AY NOBEMDL NI LR, ¥— NERIZH
MBEA—IN—=~y RPRRENWZIEREITONE -8, B
LZREPRBRETHD. £727 — X R—ARFNITx U TRESE
INBA VT YT ADY A ABHIEHIK E < 1/0 H I h
MDD 0 5720, FDEBEATVRREEZITODLELD .
FTNTYXLOHEUMNZE, GPUREZFAHL
HBEIZH ST IRENH D L EX S,

SE X
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