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ETHNOLOGICAL MATERITIALS AND 'THESAURUS

Yasuyuki KURITA (National Museum of Ethnology)
Yuko MORIYA (Totalmedia Development Institute)

At ‘the National Museum of Ethnology. the information on ethnological
materials has been computerized. As the information is described'By the
members of research staff using their own natural languages. the database
scarecely serves general users. Thus we have prepared a thesaurus by cla-
'ssifying the artifacts’ names by synonyms and hierarchical, whole-part, as
vell as associative relationships. During the preparation of such thesau-
rus, we launched on -a next step to develop a retrieval system for artifacts
of the Museum: In this article, our work aforementioned will be described.
Also several problems will be analyzed about searching for ethnological
artifacts with only their names as the clues, especially artifacts belong-

ing to various cultures in the world with the Japanese names.
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