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Creating the Classification Definition Table of Plot Elements for Structural

Analysis of Punchline
Shuuhei Toyosawa, Hajime Murai (Faculty of Systems Information Science, Future University Hakodate)

This paper aims to create the classification definition table of plot structures for flash fiction of Shinichi Hoshi.
Partial analyses have already been done on structural pattern of punch lines, and several patterns have been
successfully extracted. However, since these analyses are performed by a single analyst, there is no objectivity.
Therefore, in order to verify the degree of agreement by multiple analysts, a classification definition table for the
components of the plot was created. This paper focuses on the category of “Robber/ Thieves / Scams / Prisoners”
stories, which appeared frequently based on the automatic classification of Hoshi Shinichi’s flash fiction.
Moreover, the category of “evil, demon” stories were selected as a characteristic theme of him. In addition, the
category of “medicine” stories from science fiction genre, which is a representative genre of Shinichi. As a result,
this paper extracted three elements of “verbal”, “complimentary”, and “subject”. In the future, the created
classification table is set to verify the degree of coincidence of narrative analysis by multiple analysts.
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