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A study of place names in the northeast of Thailand

over the past one century for a historical gazetteer
NAGATA Yoshikatsu (Graduate School of Engineering, Osaka City University)

Place names are important information to share and to record the location of the event. But place names are
not always same for long by various reasons of changes. For enabling spatial analysis of an area with historical
information, it is indispensable to organize the relationship between such old place names and their corresponding
current names.  Since place names sometimes suggest their natural or social environment of locations, a historical
database of place names may contribute not only to allocate old records on maps but also to offer richer information
on livelihood and history of a community.

The author has been collecting place names of village level in the northeast of Thailand over the past one century,

and organizing a historical database of them. Current activities and tasks will be presented.
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Figure 1 Northeast Thailand and an example path of
rural migrant.
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Figure 2 Identification of old place names. (Source:[8])
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Figure 3 Changes in place names.
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Figure 4 Similarity of place names by areas. (Source:[9])
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Table 1  Similarity of place names.
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Table 2 An example of place name on maps of Thailand in early 20th century.

Hu AR FHHr (B%5)
HhE R E (1940) FIISAR da mi gén

{LFEA > K (1926) B. Dua Makeng

AR (1941) v — 7 UHT( =)

RSD, Thailand (1941) en.qmmﬁ Udon Thani
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