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In this paper, we propose a novel similarity search method adapted to flexible data
representation. Most of traditional similarity search methods calculate the similarity based
on distance in n-dimension space. The characteristic of the proposed method is the
treatment of the attributes whose value is not a point but an area or an interval. The
similarity is calculated using ratios of the intersection of attribute value(area) of query
object and that of target object to the union of them. Through the comparison of our method
to the Distance-based retrieval method, the effectiveness of our method was proved.
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