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Abstract

Existing XML query languages are textual or graphical languages in which we can specify queries for
XML manipulation. This paper explains XLearner, a different kind of manipulation framework for XML.
XLearner infers XQuery queries based on operations of sample XML elements. Inferring queries for XML
is a non-trivial task, because XML is a kind of semistructured data, in contrast to relational databases
whose data structure is completely regular. XLearner gives a systematic way to infer XQuery queries.
The algorithm requires interactions between the system and the users. The paper reports an overview of
its inference mechanism and experimental results on the number of required interactions.
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<categories>
<category id="c1"><name>computer</name></category>
<category id="c2"><name>book</name></category> ...
</categories>
<closed_auctions>
<closed_auction><price>2000</price>
<itemref item="il"/></closed_ auction> ...
<closed_auction><price>5000</price>
<itemref item="i6"/></closed_auction>
<closed_auction><price>50</price>
<itemref item="i7"/></closed_auction> ...
<closed_auction><price>100</price>
<itemref item="i10"/></closed_auction> ...
</closed_auctions>
<regions>
<africa>
<item id="i1"><name>MZ70X</name>
<incategory category="ci"/>
<description>8bit CPU</description></item>
</africa>
<europe>
<item id="i6"><name>Encyclopedia</name>
<incategory category="c2"/>
<description>New edition</déscription></item>
<item id="i7"><name>Potter</name>
<incategory category="c2"/>
<description>Best Seller</description></item>
</europe>
<asia>
<item id="i10"><name>XML Book</name>
<incategory category="c2"/> ’
<description>how-to book</description></item>
</asia>
</regions>
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<{ELEMENT category (cname, item*)>
<!ELEMENT item (iname, desc)>
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<ilist> {
FOR $c IN /site/categories/category
RETURN <category>
<cname>{$c/name}</cname> {
FOR $i IN /site/regions/(europelafrica)/item
FOR $o IN /site/closed_auctions/closed_auction
WHERE $o/itemref/Qitem = $i/Qid
and $i/incategory/@category = $c/Qid
and data($o/price) <= 300
RETURN <item>
<iname>{$i/name}</iname>
<desc>{$i/description}</desc>
</item>
}</category>
}</i_ list>
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<closed_auction><price>50</price> <|$em,>
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<Item |d"‘i7"><nam _;{EEELE </desc>
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</category>
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Ni.1:-

-
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return <i.list>N1.1</i.list>
for $c in /site/castegories/category
return <category>
<cname>N1.1.1</cname>
Ni.1.2
</category>
for $n in $c/name return $cn
for $i in /site/regions/(europelafrica)/itenm,
$o in /site/closed.auctions/closed.auction
where N1.1.2.3=N1.1.2.4 and N1.1.2.1=N1.1.2.2
and data(Ni.1.2.5)<=300
return <item>
<iname>N1.1.2.6</iname><desc>N1.1.2.7</desc>
</item>
for $oi in $o/itemref/@item return $oi
for $id in $i/@id return $id
for $ic in $i/incategory/@category retwrn $ic
for $ci in $c/Qid return $ci
for $op in $o/price return $op
for $in in $i/name return $in
for $id in $i/description return $id

o
5,
%

N1.1.1 4 N1.q

S

N11.24 N1.1.22  Ni27

9: X 4 OFFAED XQ-Tree £H.

Ni.

o
0o

N1.
Ni.1.
N1i.
N1
N1
N1.

IR N
[ECECRCRCICRY)
Nows wy e
TN

Ni:-
Ni.1:-

return <i.list>N1.1</i_list>

for $c in /site/castegories/category

return <category>N1.i.1 Ni.1,2</category>

for $cn in $c/name return <cname>$cn</cname>

for $i in /site/regions/(europelafrica)/item

where some $ic in $i/incategory/@category satisfies
(same for $ci in $c/Qid satisfies ($ic=$ci))

==
[
[N
N
v

$0i in $o/itemref/Qitem, $op in $o/price,
$id in $i/@id
satisfies ($0i=$id and data($op)<=300))

and some $o in /site/closed.auctions/closed.auction,

return <item>
Ni1.1.2.6 N1.1.2.7
</item>
N1.1.2.6:-for $in in $i/name return <iname>$in</iname>
N1.1.2.7:-for $id in $i/description return <desc>$id</desc>
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Ni:-
Ni.1i:-

return <i.list>N1.1</i_list>

for $c in /site/castegories/category,

$cn in $c/name )

retumn <category><cname>$cn</cname>N1.1.2</category>
N1.1.2:-for $i in /site/regions/(europelafrica)/item,

$in in $i/name,

$id in $i/description,

vhere some $ic in $i/incategory/@category satisfies
(some for $ci in $c/Qid satisfies ($ic=§ci))
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and some $o in /site/closed.auctions/closed.auction,
$oi in $o/itemref/Qitem, $op in $o/price,

$id in $i/@id

satisfies ($oi=$id and data($op)<=300))
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retumn <item> :
<iname>$in</iname><desc>$id</desc>
</item>
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Nt:-return <category>N1.1 Nt.2</>
1 *
N1.1:-return <cname>$cn</> N1.2:-return N1.2.1 N1.2.2
1 1

N1.2.1:-return <iname>$in</> N1.2.2:-return <desc>$d<
12: XQ-Tree RV b v
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Km&fFoTnd, 2071Y), Z0X5%k/—RiC
4 HEEE L return HEBRNT, m LELEE
W25, B3 ITEEETH 2o0oREMTALIY
ALTH%. 101TE D learnQuery(n) i&, ¢(n) &
HRTORETHD. METILXQTy KBTS L
RELTWADT, Fry7ERieTO example
/— Fidsimple / —FTh 3. 13 ™ 12-17173T
iX, n? simple / — K TRUVED g(n) ZFHEL T
5. ZHiL nhb10BOKRTHETES, —Fm
DETCOEEE qg(m) 2ELHH L THESRS
(K 14(b)). BRD XQ-Tree TIX, DL 5 RET
D mIZx LT, cg(n) = cg(m) (T7b5 g(m) =)
kb,

5.3 Context & Extent

assignment & (v,n) DMOER ET5. 22T, v
BEETHY, nyiT XML /— FThsLT5. 3.
5L, XMLT 7 b—h & XQ-Tree &7V bt 5
52 bIIZRF, contexty(n) iX assignment {(v.,, €;)]
772U v, X example node e; IZH$ 3 EH TH



Tem&le ‘ en

15: g(n) DHERA T =X A
D, qne,) PEEICHRELTHS. } TREHB.

q(ne,) =for wv, in p where c return v,, &£ 5.
XLearner (X, context(n) FD/ — K&, v, IZxHT
BIED example / — FEOBEEEZ—B{LT5 = LI
LoTcektEmtsd.

contert(ne) = {(ve,, €1),- .., (Ve em)} ETDE,
context(n) & EXT, & cq(n) DHEIOME#EILX, kok
JICEREND.
EXT,.={a| ac cq(n.)® where v, is e,...,v.,.is en}
3EDYFVARD EXTyr, V2, BT TY
“Book” T&H 5 &5 context IZF1T 5 example / —
F “Potter” DIENEATH 5. L L, context ZEY
Er< &, cq(nporrer) 1, Africa & L< 1L Europe item
D5 5300 FAVLLT CHBINMILL 722 T D item D
ZRIERIRT.

5.4 q(n) DERAH=X L

simple /— Fn D g(n) 2HR/THHOT—%F
77"\’ %@ 15179, g(n) = for $v in p where
c return $v. 2& 7%, ¥£7, /— Fe, #3 P-Learner

IZE SN D.. P-Learner 13 MQ & EQ #°5, XPath
p BHRTHT NI XLEEEL TS, MQIL
XML 75 UH#%BL Ta—FITF S5, ZhIz
MYDEZRIEL YHN OBK T, P-Learner 1738 &
5. Interaction recorder (X% D& X % Interaction
History Table (IHT) 158+ 5. EQ %4772 5 725
T35tk c WLEL 725 DT, P-Leraner I2EQ # &
BXML 72 UHFIcETZ LizLARy. ET EQIF
C-Learner (ZJEX 41, constraints ¢ ZH##H/T5. C-
Learner ¥ EQ, IHT, context(n) » 5, EQ EQ
BAERT 5. eq i B RPILIHT Ic54k Sh, P-
Learner & L < iX C-Learner IZJESN 3. ZhbD
ATy L, a—VREQ #ZBY 5 THRVIEX
nas.

5.5 P-Learner

P-Learner iZ MQ & EQ 45, XPath p #1#5#H
5. AJlpath(e,) 75, P-Learner IZ MQ & EQ %
1TV, expr} (en) ‘J‘ttib% document BI¥H G hkE
% XPath % 7 ZhiE, Angluin O — b=
k /ﬁﬂj?/wz ) XA [1] ZFH L CTHERR 97 9 28,
ZOTNEY X L% XLearner IZFDEE@EHT 2
&, 2D E T I v a VEPIERIZ R 5T

CHHAOHMBDI D, F7EERTS. -

A={L..k
vhile (true) {
Let é= Nig AZ; -
Make an EQ with é.
If the answer of the EQ is ‘‘0K’’ {

halt

} else {
let ‘y1,...,yn be the counterexample.
A=ANn{ily; =

true}

o}

& 16: kwy%wﬁ% EQ (& DHERT BT
Y XA

L¥E 5. 22T, XLearner Tl XML BEOHES
FIA L CHEBERZET 5. iz, RioRT 2o
D= ZRWT, XLearner 28 =—¥ 2% LCER
THENZ, BHMICERNT 3.

R1 DID 25 &4 3 % 7D 0V0 MQ 1R 5.

R2 IED exaple e BN EZ 570 & &(T path(e) DK
DETRUTELTEB. ZO, 27000
KDY 1 TRV MQ HEHT 5. Zhix, /3
F—rw vy FUTIZEBWT, KDY INEE
ThdrLWdba—U AT 4 7 A ZESNTN
5. bL, RWDZTB12(#£ 1) THBED
example 735X b= HEIZIT, XLearner i3,
IE®D example DRIHED F 7% t1 R 42 TH
BDEVIFIMRHESLT, b I —ERA»D
HRmEVET.

5.6 C-Learner

C-Learner /4 where #i0 4/t ¢ Z EHT 3. C-
Learner i3, 52 &7 ED example DS |7 #5
B bBLWEEFcEHAT S, 7 52 XQuery0
PORBESRIZBUVT, where D&M ¢ i3, B
B ERRT o LK S. k BHROERBEXD
#wE, BEREEOEQ THRTAT7AITY X AR
FET 5 (K 16):

B2 FRTN ) X ADOEFEITRE & X &%
5 Z EIZXY, condition D ’i’ﬂ’f& 5. ZIZTH
EEM: ¢t a’ii’bél.;:.:@%’“‘*%?bé?f%é E3
T, elZ31} 5 positive assinment PA(e) % {a;30 €
wEx(oc_y(IHT))(ai = {(8ve, 0)}UConteat(e)) } &
KE%TZ) ZD & E, positive assignment a; € PA(e)

X9 % cond(a;) %, assignment a; T example
/= FIZB L CRIY 52 TOEOES & LTa
BT 5. cond(ag) REHOHBOBEOES L LT
BB, {cond(a;)|a; € PA(e) — {ap}} %, IECD}i
BlOBEHOES L LTHWS. U\J:U)fiffﬂﬁ ;
C-Learner 3£ TD asslgnment ?ﬁ?%)ﬁ‘&%’bfﬁib
WEREFER BT S. ‘

6 RN Expresswe Power [Z
I"'H'J"CO)?I" 5

2—HIZRO 3 BAOPI RN RIEE R TT 2 LIz
£Y, 5 ETHHA L AR DOIRETS.



learnXTree: XTreex QUEUE— void:
getTargetSet: XTree—QUERY:

head: QUEUE—XTree:

drop: QUEUEX XTree—QUEUE:
query: XTree—QUERY:

combine: QUERY xQUERY—QUERY:

XTree ®/— FOH, QUEUE IZA->TW AL O0MAERIERKD S .
/—FnOf&EERD 5.

QUEUE 048483,

QUEUE 75 XTree / — K& &<

n DEEMEEERDB.

MEdEELabys.

. queue = [ n | n is a node in XTree, in the depth-first order]

1

2. XTree root = queue.head();

3. learnXTree(root, queue);

4.

5. void learnXTree(XTree n, queue) {

6. while (queue!={]1) {

7. queue.drop(n);

10. if (n.isSimple()) n.query = learnQuery(n) else n.query=();
11.

12. N={n_il n_i is a 1-edge child of n]

13. . for each n_i in N do {

14. learnXTree(n_i,queue);

15. n.query= n.query.combine(n_i.query);
16. n_i.query =Q);

7.}

18. n = queue.head();

19. }

20. }

13 R LT AITY X4

<ti>e1 N1:-? N1:-Q:
<t2>ez</ta> m—r
<tizerc/ti>
</e> N1.1:-2  N1.2:-? m.l:-@ c%.:pga
(a)

N1:-? N1:-? N1:-Q:.combine{Qs)
<ti>
<tz>ea</ta> kS 1 —p 1, 1 — /. 2
<ti>erc/ta> /
</t1> N1.1l:-? N1.2:-? N1.1:-Qz N1.2:-Q:  N1.1l:-() N1.2:-()

(v) )

14: XQ Tree IZB1F 2 GEOHR

Fay 7Ty 7A0XnEid: Fo o=y 7 L3,
A—PR XML 77 U ns5 XML/ —RE RSy
TT R a vy T3 Tholn. WE, Fuy
TV TOBEEIREL, REAHNTEZIEEZRD
B. BlziE, count(v) % distinct(v) DL 5 728
BAEEDAEEBRAMETHSE. 22T, ALDHD
BMEREBATS. bLa—FR, NFRA—F 5 YE
EFHEEAEE AN LILET B, +5E, XLearner
1L, BRNTFTA—RIIHIETEH R Fuy P27
ZB< (K 17). NEBIIZIX, XLearner i Fu v/
TYTHREWEZEEIL, T L—FAD — Rz
LT, FLWF/—R324RT 5. distinct
union DX 972 XML / — RO —4& o 2% iK$E
B, for BNBEBI SN D. OBEIL, retum &
I258%. T 0%, FilclEbhiz/— Mize LT, B
BROMROUEIER SN S.

V—bOIEE: VY- trOXF—%IEET LD,
XLearner iZ SortBy Box & FEIEND XA T u Ry
7 ARRRT DL ERDD. SortBy Box id, =—
PR — B LEVWEZEOLTEZ v r L, A=a—
ZERT LD LI XY IR T (K18). WNEEITIE,
XLearner {3 ‘1’ T ~LfHT Sl FEoH L
FEAEML, XQuery 1%, Y— FOF—BH LT

3DTRNEAT A— B D XA PGS TERE SRS,

<amount>

</amount>

17 ARFE Fay S Y7

<categories>... o <i_list>... ort8
<category id={ <category>
<name>book<Tfiame> <cname: m < Toname>
</category> i <item>

</categories> .

18: SortBy Box

/= FI=ETHEHETH 5 sortby sLaHo,

BRIZR IR/ BEaEH: T, 3E TRk, Con-
dition Boz THE$ 5. Condition Box [F—H&
DEBIZ G 2 FeBHIF R & 5. Condition Box IZ
1% Positive Condition Box (PCB) & Negative Con-
dition Box (NCB) ® &% 5. PCB X, €%
@ extent IZIED example 3E ENDOEIHET S



=DIZAVHILS. NCBIE, Z2EZD extent IZAD
RBPABRE EN2NONERET H-OICAVLNS.
2—FRELLEFERALIZVONEETE 5. 3HT
X PCB »MEbhTW5. L, =2—¥F 2 NCB T,
G cBEBE LGS, e &ML LTHERASNS.
TR, =— VD empty(e) BIEE SfE L L TR
ALEWHICIHERATHD. 2ERDL, e 2T ED
example XV HTHD. NEREYIZIE, XLearner
I Condition Box IZ R v 7 &/ XML / — K%
BE O example /— N EERRICHS. 2ok, R
Ty FEINTEA TV 27 b EMO example DE DR
X, C-Learner 2o TEHEINA.

D LR, BHADBRIERIZ L 5T, XLearner
IZE A7 expressive power #FOLHITB.
XLearner X Xmark @ 20 Of&E4£TL, XML-
Query Use Case “XMP” (Experiences and Exem-
plars) @ 12 DEAEED 55 11 ORFAE 2 HERIT
BETHDIZ LEHER L. “XMP” ORE&ED S bif
WTERVbLDIE, hoBEFRL 1%t 1 OBEFRE R
RWE S, BEROBAEITRIDBOTHHT.

7 EER

BETE#HRTIBIILERA VTV a U
ZBPE L, REERD ORI THR TE 3058
7o, T—#iE, Xmark @ 20 DfA&® L, XML Query
Use Case “XMP” #D 120D 55, 11 O
AEERWE.

P&b#Y

MQ [ CE [CB(#t) [SB] Reduced(R1,R2,Both)
Q1 (1 5 1 1(3) 0] 2434 (2412,486,464)
[*7] (1 5] T T(4) [ P2
Q3 2(2. 0 1 1(13) ) 4878(4832 572.526)
A T [ T 1(9) 0
5 0 T 13) 16 7 (1612,405 350
5 B 0 0 1612 (1590,405,383
Q7 ) 10 | 0 7449(7382,1458,1301) |
Q8 )] [1] T 3604 3 608
Q9 ) ) 5 4051 (4023,881,853) |
Q1 12(12) [] 3 2 26 75¢
3 [ 1 1(5) 4066 (4025,891,850)
3; [ p] 2(8) WEWW
2) 10 | 0 4868 (4822,972 926
1 B 1(3) . w-m-%——4 464
Q1 1 22 12637(12604,1053,1020
T 1(2) ussri?TmL
1 1(2) 1177(1161,405,380)
T 0 T € N .
Q1 2) 10 [} 4848 (4804,072,028)
7] A(8) A(14) [ 9040(6420,2 T
19: Xmark O EH OWRICHERA - F2 52
va ik
&D (Gt) [MQ ] CE] CE(7#¢) [SB]| Reduced (R1,R2.Both)
1 2(2) 1(3) _—_SOW
Q2 2(2) 0 50(234,
3 3(2) 0 50(234,80 64
T ) EYED) B4,
[*3 3(3) 13) oa(zas 96,78
[~ - -
Q7 22 1(3) 1 250(236,80 66)
B 302 1(3) 0 250(234,50,6 )
QS i(1 i@3) 26(23,8,5
10 2(5 32,24)
Qi1 1 4) 2(6) 106(38 32.24
2 T m ))
Ed 20: XML Query Use Case “XMP” ORIEE D

RICHUBRL BT 7 a v

Xmark OREY 2R TEIBIIUNETH 71
£ 7Y a AERI9IRT. £, XML Query

Use Case “XMP” OI&EHE2HH/THRIISETH-
A Z57 a P BER20IIZRT. BIZBNT,
D&D X F‘U VT ETOTERTH D, 2 —F Ik
Koy 7I280T, FEORZERT S LR T
5. ED=W, TOBRMSHLHETILERDD. B
ML LT, BUCKARRBICBITEREDEZ AV
HAITIIBERAL L, BE, FeyXLz XML/ —
R385 5. HIZIX, multiply(plus(30,40), 2) 123817
BREOEIT 5 LEHET S, FBINOHTFIT kT
BOHTHD. MQIE, MQOE#EKTHY, CE I,
2—PREXERFOERTH B, 2—PFIIRLE
25 2 L2V B 72 example B HEEL
TW5. 207%, CEREMOKFIOEETHS.
CBIi, WRERHEE RIREMZIEEST B 120D
¥ 7= Condition Box DEI$TH 5. FEIMNOHF
TRERRES O TH D, SBILMLE TH > 7= SortBy
Box DHBEIHR TH 5. Reduced i3 XML BHD
NM—NZE>THIB SN A V5T 73 a v OEE
ThHad. Rl & R2ICL->THIESh=Eke, &
HHDA—ATHHIBINZ A 2T 7 a0
HLRLTHB.

XML O L > TA > F T a0
B BIRIZEIE X 1, XLearner BNERALY—AT
B DDA DI B2 T 7 2 a VT XQuery
MEEEHRTE TV5.

8 &BbHYIc

AFETIE, BREMEICESE XQuery 1A V2 HER
¥ % #ER XLearner PHIER & 18, Xmark, XQuery
Use Case PORIERICHTHERERLHA L.
EB D, EROBEANDA %57 a7, B
BEOHBETIZ LN TEBZ L AR Af&
ORE L L TL, HRDFEOHIT, GUIEEZ
2—FEYT 4 —DORIER ERH B,

ZE W
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